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• S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A   HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 2023 

• House Resolution 3 

• Establishing a House Special Committee on Ways and Means.  

• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

• WHEREAS it is urgent that the state government bring its spending and 
revenue into balance to ensure that essential services are provided and to 
protect the economic stability of the state; 

• BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives that a House Special 
Committee on Ways and Means is established to (1) consider methods to 
control state spending; (2) identify ways in which state government 
programs may be made more efficient; and (3) propose new measures to 
raise additional state revenue.



Alaska’s fiscal problem has structural factors:

Lack of a long-term fiscal policy

• Affordable & sustainable spending policy

• Dependable dividend structure

• Revenue plan predicated upon private 
sector growth rather than short-term budget 
needs

Undersized private economy

Lack of accountability and good governance 
solutions
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Alaska’s fiscal problem has structural factors:

Lack of a long-term fiscal policy

• Affordable & sustainable spending policy

• Dependable dividend structure

• Revenue plan predicated upon private sector 
growth rather than short-term budget needs

>>> Fiscal Policy Working Group Report

Undersized private economy

Lack of accountability and good governance solutions
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Alaska’s fiscal problem has structural factors:

Lack of a long-term fiscal policy

• Affordable & sustainable spending policy

Spending Limits

Efficiency in spending
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Alaska’s fiscal problem has structural factors:

Undersized private economy

When the only tool you have is a hammer, every problem looks 
like a nail

Governments tend to look for government solutions for 
economic growth; the truth is that private economies grow 
when government intrusion is minimized. 

Ways and Means is charged with looking at revenues, which 
will include Economic Growth by reviewing tax and regulatory 
burdens that may inhibit business investment in Alaska. 

One “tax” we will discuss when looking toward economic 
growth is the tax on Alaskan’s dividends when we don’t pay 
what is owed.
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Alaska’s fiscal problem has structural factors:

Lack of accountability and good governance 
solutions

• Performance reviews

• The Executive Budget Act

• Internal auditors

• Legislative oversight of regulations

Ronald Reagan said, “Government is not the solution to the 
problem, government is the problem.” 
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WAYS & MEANS: HEAR BILLS AND REVIEW PROCESSES TO 
PROTECT THE ECONOMIC RESOURCES OF THE STATE 

1)  Settle the PFD 2)  Spending Cap 3)  Efficient 
Spending Policies

4) Economic Growth 6)  Revenue 
Generation for 
Government

5)  Accountability and 
Good Governance



• Alaska Has an Economic Problem

• Unemployment   49th Worst

• GSP Growth  50th Worst

• Education Quality   48th Worst

• Interstate Migration   34st Worst

• Reliance on Federal $$
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ALASKA’S 
ECONOMIC REPORT 
CARD HAS FAILING 

GRADES

GDP growth is the worst 
in the nation



EMPLOYMENT: 
SECOND WORST IN 
THE NATION



PEOPLE ARE 
LEAVING ALASKA 
FOR OTHER 
STATES





Economic Freedom in America











• Alaska Has a Policy Problem

• Spending/Capita    50th Highest

• Debt/Capita    43rd Highest

• Corporate Income Tax Rate    45th Highest

• Welfare Dependency    10th most-dependent

• Union Control    13th most-control

• Education Choice    28 States have more options



Spending per 
capita: 

50th Highest

















WELFARE 
DEPENDENCY
10TH WORST

State Rank State Rank
South Dakota 1 Maryland 26
Utah 2 Montana N/A
Virginia 4 Indiana 29
Wyoming 4 Wisconsin 29
Nevada 5 Arizona 31
Nebraska 7 New Jersey 31
Texas 7 Delaware 33
Georgia 8 Hawaii 33
North Dakota 9 Minnesota 34
Oklahoma 10 Oregon 35
Tennessee 11 Connecticut 36
Kansas 12 Pennsylvania 37
Florida 13 Arkansas 38
Idaho 14 Alaska 40
Colorado 15 California 40
North Carolina 16 Massachusetts 41
South Carolina 17 Ohio 42
Iowa 18 Kentucky 44
Alabama 20 Maine 44
New Hampshire 20 Michigan 45
Illinois 21 West Virginia 46
Missouri 22 Rhode Island 47
Mississippi 24 New York 48
Washington 24 Vermont 49
Louisiana 26 New Mexico 50

Welfare
Dependency



UNION CONTROL OF BOTH GOVERNMENT AND 
THE PRIVATE SECTOR



WAYS & MEANS: HEAR BILLS AND REVIEW PROCESSES TO 
PROTECT THE ECONOMIC RESOURCES OF THE STATE 

1)  Settle the PFD 2)  Spending Cap 3)  Efficient 
Spending Policies

4) Economic 
Growth

6)  Revenue 
Generation for 
Government

5)  Accountability 
and Good 
Governance



CALENDAR FOR WAYS & MEANS

• Over the next six-eight 
weeks we will have 
presentations and will hear 
bills on these topics to bring 
us to an overall Long-term 
Fiscal and Economic Plan.

• We will add Saturday 
meetings as needed to 
receive public testimony and 
amend and vote on bills as 
needed. 

• We want to maximize public 
input and transparency.



CALENDAR FOR THE NEXT TWO 
MONTHS

• As Ways & Means 
deliberates on these aspects 
on a long-term fiscal and 
economic plan, we will ask 
Legislative Finance to 
continue to update the 
spreadsheets that Director 
Painter presented to up at 
out second meeting.

At the end of March, we will 
ask Director Painter to join us 
again and take us through the 
updates.

Then we can begin to lock in 
on a long-term fiscal and 
economic plan.
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