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From:
To: Rep. Josiah Patkotak; Rep. Grier Hopkins; Rep. Zack Fields; Rep. Calvin Schrage; Rep. Sara Hannan; Rep.

George Rauscher; Rep. Mike Cronk; Rep. Ronald Gillham; Rep. Thomas McKay; Rep. Geran Tarr; Rep. Louise
Stutes; Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins; Rep. Andi Story; Rep. Daniel Ortiz; Rep. Sarah Vance; Rep. Kevin
McCabe; Rep. Bart LeBon; Rep. Steve Thompson; Rep. Mike Prax; Rep. Adam Wool; Sen. Scott Kawasaki; Sen.
Robert Myers; Sen. Click Bishop

Subject: Oppose Tom Carpenter-Board of Fish
Date: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 12:12:59 PM

Tom Carpenter is the chair of the largest hatchery organization in Alaska, PWSAC. Alaska's
total salmon harvest is increasingly composed of low value hatchery Pinks.  Alaskans rely on
wild Sockeyes, Chinook and Coho for personal use and subsistence harvest.  These stocks are
increasingly in peril. Few of us would even eat a Pink, yet that is the primary fish we are
selling to the rest of world as "Alaskan Salmon"  Many are harvested solely for the eggs. 
Overproduction of Hatchery Pink Salmon has had a severe negative impact on our wild
salmon due to increased competition for food in PWS as well as the Pacific ocean.  Hatchery
Pink salmon, released by the billions every year, are also extremely effective predators on
other slower growing salmon as well as shrimp and other biomass important to many
other species. 
Hatchery Pinks stray into wild stock streams and quickly overrun wild stocks with inferior
genetics. 
The Board of Fish has the statutory authority to regulate the number of eggs harvested by
hatcheries.  If we are to rebuild our wild salmon stocks we need to objectively question the
costs and benefits of hatchery production.  Tom Carpenter would not be able to do with any
degree of biological objectivity.  He would also add yet another commercial fish interest to a
board that is already slanted towards favoring commercial fisheries over sport, personal use,
and even subsistence fisheries.
For example, Area M is an intercept fishery located where Yukon River Kings and Chums
pass on their way to spawn.  A board of fish primarily composed of commercial fish
proponents have no interest in restricting Area M commercial harvests of Yukon bound fish
even when the Yukon River has suffered  a total closure on  subsistence harvest and we are not
meeting our treaty obligations with Canada for fish passage.   
Please reject the nomination of Mr. Carpenter and consider a legislative inquiry into the
current state of hatcheries in Alaska.  State run hatcheries were first authorized in the 70's to
"rehabilitate wild stocks".   Wild stocks were clearly rehabilitated by the mid 1980's, with little
legislative or board oversight.  With significant public funding and ADFG support, these state
run hatcheries have since  been taken over by private commercial fish operated organizations
like PWSAC whose primary goal is to produce as many fish for commercial use as possible
without regard to the sustainability of our wild salmon.

-- 
Michael C. Kramer
Kramer and Associates

Fairbanks, AK  99701

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the
use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.  If you have received this e-
mail in error, please notify Michael C. Kramer immediately at (907) 888-4098.



From:
To: House Fisheries
Subject: Chitina Dipnetters Assn. opposition to Tom Carpenter confirmation to BOF
Date: Monday, April 25, 2022 11:23:09 AM

Members of the House Resources and House Fisheries Committee.
The Chitina Dipnetters Association, voice for the thousands of Alaska residents
who harvest salmon in the Chitina Personal Use Dipnet Fishery on the Copper
River, are opposed to the confirmation of Tom Carpenter, chairman of the Prince
William Sound Aquaculture Corporation (PWSAC), to a seat on the Alaska Board
of Fisheries.
PWSAC owns and operates many of the Prince William Sound salmon hatcheries,
which over the years have been releasing ever increasing numbers of hatchery pink
and chum salmon. These hatchery salmon are now not only found to be straying
into many of Alaska south central wild salmon streams, potentially diluting the
genetics of our wild stocks, but also being released in such great numbers that these
hatchery stocks are over competing Alaska's ocean feeding wild salmon stocks.
This competition for food has contributed not only to the smaller returning runs of
wild salmon, but also smaller size fish making up those returning wild stocks.
Even if Mr. Carpenter resigns his position on the PWSAC board, he will still seek
the protection of those hatcheries to continue to pump out more and more hatchery
salmon to the benefit of the commercial harvest, but to the detriment of Alaskas
wild stocks.
Charles Derrick, President
The Chitina Dipnetters Association

 












