Ottice ot Representative DelLena Johnson

e ASARA is a statewide, non-profit affiliation of search and rescue organizations
and individuals.

¢ ASARA’s mission is to support the training of search and rescue personnel
across the state of Alaska and bridge with the Alaska State Troopers on behalf of
search and rescue volunteer organizations.

e 400 search and rescue missions across the state of Alaska every year saving the
state hundreds of thousands of dollars in man-hours. Saving approximately 350
lives across the state of Alaska each year.

o ASARA represents over 500 search and rescue professional volunteers
throughout Alaska

e Since 2005, ASARA has provided training for over 1000 search and rescue
personnel, representing over 25 different volunteer organizations, and
municipality, state, and federal agencies.

¢ At the request of the Alaska State Troopers, ASARA supported the development
of a Type lll Incident Management Team (AIMT-SAR) specific to Search and
Rescue. The AIMT-SAR deployed for the first-time summer 2013, and it
continues its mission today.

e There are only approximately 25 K9s in the State that are in a Certified
Deployable Status for Live Find, Human Remains Detection mostly for Alaska
State Troopers, they also perform Avalanche Recovery, Recovery for Drowning
Victims (K9s can smell drowning victim's body oils) as well as Trail Victims such
as Ashley Johnson for Law Enforcement. These K9s have in the last few years
have deployed across the State.

Example

Abduction of Ashley Johnson from Kotzebue,

Alaska Search and Rescue Association sent their Alaska Incident Management Team
(AIMT) to assist the one VPSO and 3 Policemen in Kotzebue when Ashley was
abducted to manage the 100-150 volunteers daily that were coming to assist in her
search. This Team offloaded the local officials in Incident Management so that the
Police and one VPSO could continue with their law enforcement duties.

"With a commissioned count of less than 300 troopers, AST
depends heavily upon the professional volunteer search and
rescue organizations. There are roughly 48 volunteer
organizations statewide. These volunteers drop what they are
doing to answer the call for help that often interrupts regular -
day jobs and family life."

Alaska State Troopers Annual Report












