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“As you travel the Purple Heart Trails, please take a moment to remember the bloodshed and the 

ultimate sacrifices that have been paid for our nation’s freedom.” 

The purpose of the Purple Heart Trail is to create a symbolic 

and honorary system of roads, highways, bridges, and other 

monuments that give tribute to the men and women who have 

been awarded the Purple Heart medal. The Purple Heart Trail 

accomplishes this honorary goal by creating a visual reminder 

to those who use the road system that others have paid a high 

price for their freedom to travel and live in a free society. Signs 

placed at various locations annotate those roads and highways 

where legislation has been passed to designate parts of the 

national road system as The Purple Heart Trail. The actual 

format and design of the signs vary from state to state. There 

are currently designated sections in 45 states as well as Guam.  

 

What is the History of the Purple Heart Trail? 

The Purple Heart Trail was established in 1992 

by the Military Order of the Purple Heart. The 

original idea for the Purple Heart Trail came 

from Patriot Frank J. Kuhn, Jr., a member of 

Chapter 1732 in Virginia. His idea was carried 

to the national level by Patriot George 

Gallagher, a member of Virginia Chapter 353. 

Patriot Gallagher was a former National 

Adjutant. Patriot Gallagher introduced Patriot 

Kuhn’s Purple Heart Trail idea as a resolution 

during the 1992 MOPH National Convention 

held in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. The resolution was approved and the MOPH National Purple 

Heart Trail began. The Purple Heart Trail originates at a monument in Mt Vernon, Virginia. Mt 
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Vernon is the burial location of George Washington. This monument marks the origin of the 

Purple Heart Trail. 

View the Purple Heart Trail 

Learn about ALL the trails located throughout this great land of ours by clicking on a state! 

[links are clickable in PDF form]  

Alabama - AL 

Alaska - AK 

Arizona - AZ 

Arkansas - AR 

California - CA 

Colorado - CO 

Connecticut - CT 

Delaware - DE 

Florida - FL 

Georgia - GA 

Guam - GU 

Hawaii - HI 

Idaho - ID 

Illinois - IL 

Indiana - IN 

Iowa - IA 

Kansas - KS 

Kentucky - KY 

Louisiana - LA 

Maine - ME 

Maryland - MD 

Massachusetts - 

MA 

Michigan - MI 

Minnesota - MN 

Mississippi - MS 

Missouri - MO 

Montana - MT 

Nebraska - NE 

Nevada - NV 

New Hampshire - 

NH 

New Jersey - NJ 

New Mexico - 

NM 

New York - NY 

North Carolina - 

NC 

North Dakota - 

ND 

Ohio - OH 

Oklahoma - OK 

Oregon - OR 

Puerto Rico - PR 

Rhode Island - RI 

South Carolina - 

SC 

South Dakota - 

SD 

Tennessee - TN 

Texas - TX 

Utah - UT 

Vermont - VT 

Virginia - VA 

Washington - WA 

West Virginia - 

WV 

Wisconsin - WI 

Wyoming - WY 
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https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/CA
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/CO
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/CT
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/DE
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/FL
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/GA
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/GU
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/HI
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/ID
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/IL
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/IN
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/IA
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/KS
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/KY
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/LA
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/ME
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/MD
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/MA
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/MA
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/MI
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/MN
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/MS
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/MO
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/MT
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NE
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NV
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NH
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NH
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NJ
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NM
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NM
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NY
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NC
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/NC
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/ND
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/ND
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/OH
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/OK
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/OR
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/PR
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/RI
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/SC
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/SC
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/SD
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/SD
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/TN
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/TX
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/UT
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/VT
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/VA
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/WA
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/WV
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/WV
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/WI
https://www.purpleheart.org/PHTrailState/WY
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