
Alaska State and Local Spending 
Trends and Comparisons

Presented by:
Mary Kopriva, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Health Care Economics
Institute of Social and Economic Research

University of Alaska Anchorage

1

Brett Watson Ph.D.
Research Assistant Professor of 
Economics
Institute of Social and Economic 
Research, UAA

Michael Jones, Ph.D.
Term Assistant Professor of 
Economics
University of Alaska Anchorage

Kevin Berry, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of 
Economics
University of Alaska Anchorage

Prepared in collaboration with:



2019 State and Local Spending 
($ Per Capita)

Data Source: Expenditures: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019.

2019 State & Local 
Spending in AK was 
$22,904/person, $9,008 
more per person than the 
national average. 
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Breakdown of State v Local Spending 
($ Per Capita)

Data Source: Expenditures: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019.

2019 state spending in 
AK was $15,729/person. 
Local spending was 
$7,175/person. 

US average state 
spending was 
$7,630/person local 
spending was 
$6,266/person. 
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What’s in the State Budget?
(FY 2022 Appropriations, in Billions of Dollars)

Data Source:  Alaska Legislative Finance, "State of Alaska Detailed Fiscal Summary--FY21 and FY22"
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2019 State and Local Spending ($ Per Capita)
Per capita spending in Alaska is high, but much closer to the US average 
when adjustments are made for the PFD, cost of living, and federal grants

Data Source: Expenditures: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019; Cost of living data 
from Council for Community and Economic Research, 2010. Figures for cost-of-living differences are for cities, not entire states, and are based on Anchorage, 
AK, Laramie, WY, and Bismarck, ND 5



Average Annual Growth in State & Local 
Spending in Different Periods

Data Source: Expenditures: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019
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Average Annual Growth in State & Local 
Spending in Different Periods, 

Adjusted for Population

Data Source: Expenditures: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019. Population data from  
U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Personal Income and Outlays, 2021. 7



% Change in Nominal Per Capita State & Local 
Spending, 1990 to 2019

Data Source: Expenditures: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019. Population data from  
U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Personal Income and Outlays, 2021. 8



% Change in Nominal Per Capita State & Local 
Spending, 1990 to 2019
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1x

1.
5x Oregon state spending grew 

at more than 1.5 times local 
spending.

North Dakota local spending 
grew more than state 
spending.

Local and state spending in 
Alaska roughly doubled.

% Change in Nominal Per Capita State & Local 
Spending, 1990 to 2019
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Real Per Capita State and Local Spending
Alaska & US Average

(1990=100)
US State Average

US Local Average

AK State

AK Local

Data Source: Expenditures: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019. Population data from  
U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Personal Income and Outlays, 2021. Consumer Price Index from U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022. 11



Real Appropriations Per Person,* 
Unrestricted State General Fund 
(Adjusted for Inflation to 2016 Dollars)

Data Source: Alaska Legislative Finance, 2022
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Unrestricted General Fund Petroleum 
Revenues, FY 1975-2022 (in Millions of Dollars)

Data Source: Alaska Legislative Finance, 2022
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2019 Broad Based State Taxes 
($ Per Capita)

Data Source: Revenues: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019. Population data from  
U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Personal Income and Outlays, 2021. 14



2019 Broad Based State Taxes
($ Per Capita)

Data Source: Revenues: U.S. Bureau of the Census, General Government Expenditures, State and Local Government Finances, 2019. Population data from  
U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Personal Income and Outlays, 2021. 15



Real All Funds Spending 
($ Per Capita)

A1Data Source: Legislative Finance Division for the State of Alaska, Budget History Data



Real State Funds Spending 
($ Per Capita)

A2Data Source: Legislative Finance Division for the State of Alaska, Budget History Data


