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The Militia Movement

• Right-wing anti-government 

extremist movement

• Deeply conspiratorial

• New World Order

• Gun confiscation

• Martial Law and Mass 

Detention

• Depopulation

• Anti-COVID Measures

• Emphasis on gun ownership 

and paramilitary training

• Not inherently white 

supremacist
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Tracing the Militia Movement

• Formed in 1993-1994

• Proliferation of New World Order 

Conspiracies

• Reaction to gun control 

legislation

• Reaction to Ruby Ridge and 

Waco

• Grew rapidly in the 1990s

• Declined in the early 2000s
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Tracing the Militia Movement

• Surged again in 2008

• Election of President Obama

• Financial crisis

• Rise of social media

• Spread of Three Percenter 

concept

• Shifted focus during Trump 

administration
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Militia Movement Under Trump Administration

Pennsylvania Light Foot Militia

Charlottesville, 2017

Three Percenter hangs effigy of 

Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear

during lockdown protest (2020)
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Militia Movement Under Biden Administration

War isn’t coming – war is already here…Through well-orchestrated 

mass vote fraud, the Communist Chinese and their domestic enemy 

allies are about to install their illegitimate puppet, Joe Biden, and his 

equally illegitimate puppet running mate, Kamala Harris, into the White 

House, with their treasonous fingers on the nuclear launch codes.
- Stewart Rhodes, Founder of the Oath Keepers
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Militia Violence
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Wolverine Watchmen



The Oath Keepers
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The Oath Keepers

• Shares conspiratorial mindset with the 

rest of the militia movement

• Accepts everyone, but targets current 

and former military, law enforcement, 

and first responder personnel with 

their messaging and recruitment

• Focused on preventing what they 

claim are “unconstitutional orders”
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The Oath Keepers

• Founded and led by disbarred former 

attorney Stewart Rhodes

• National organization sets priorities, but 

there are also local chapters

• Thousands of members across the 

country, including active military, law 

enforcement, and emergency response 

personnel
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Recruiting from Military and Law Enforcement
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“Declaration of Orders We Will Not Obey”
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“Declaration of Orders We Will Not Obey”

“The above list is not exhaustive but we do 

consider them to be clear tripwires – they form our 

“line in the sand,” and if we receive such orders, we 

will not obey them. Further, we will know that the 

time for another American Revolution is nigh. If 

you the people decide that you have no recourse, 

and such a revolution comes, at that time, not only 

will we NOT fire upon our fellow Americans who 

righteously resist such egregious violations of their 

God given rights, we will join them in fighting 

against those who dare attempt to enslave 

them.”
- Oath Keepers website
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The Trap of Patriotism

“Recognizing that we each swore an oath 

to support and defend the Constitution 

against all enemies, foreign and domestic, 

and affirming that we are guardians of the 

Republic, of the principles in our 

Declaration of Independence, and of the 

rights of our people, we affirm and declare 

the following…”

-Oath Keepers website
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Oath of Enlistment

I, (name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 

will support and defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all enemies, foreign and 

domestic; that I will bear true faith and 

allegiance to the same; and that I will obey the 

orders of the president of the United States 

and the orders of the officers appointed over 

me, according to the regulations and the 

Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me 

God.
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The Trap of Patriotism

“Recognizing that we each swore an oath 

to support and defend the Constitution 

against all enemies, foreign and domestic, 

and affirming that we are guardians of the 

Republic, of the principles in our 

Declaration of Independence, and of the 

rights of our people, we affirm and declare 

the following…”

-Oath Keepers website



Oath Keeper Activity
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Criminal Activity
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Quartzsite, Arizona (2011)
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Armed Standoff at Bundy Ranch (2014)
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Armed Standoffs in Oregon and Montana (2015)

Sugar Pine Mine, Oregon

White Hope Mine, Montana
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Armed Action in Ferguson (2014, 2015)
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Additional Oath Keeper Activity



2020
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Activity During George Floyd Protests
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Escalation in Rhetoric

Oath Keepers Call to Action: Veterans, Patriots, Stand Up & 

Defend America from Leftist Violence!

We all must stand up and defend America from a violent 

leftist insurrection that has gone far beyond peaceful 

assembly and protest, and is now engaged in not just 

looting, but arson, assault, desecration of 

monuments…seizing of territory…attempted murder, and 

murder.

This is a coordinated, intentional, national and 

international terrorism and insurrection campaign, 

intent on destabilizing our nation and throwing it into chaos 

to further their radical Marxist goals (to not just defeat 

Trump, but to also destroy our nation and our Constitution).

- Oath Keeper website, July 9, 2020
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Escalation in Rhetoric
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Post-Election Calls to Action

“We now face a moment of peril as great, or greater, as what General Washington and 

his men faced in 1776. The very survival of our nation as a free Constitutional Republic 

hangs in the balance. We have but one last chance to save it. The fate of unborn 

millions will now depend on your conduct…If you fail to act while you are still in office, 

we the people will have to fight a bloody civil war and revolution against these two 

illegitimate Communist China puppets.”

- Open Letter to President Trump, December 14, 2020

“I still hold that President Trump should invoke the Insurrection Act…I think he 

needs to realize we are, we’re in the middle of a civil war. We’re actually in the 

middle of a counter-insurgency effort on our part against an insurgency, and it’s a 

communist Chinese run insurgency with domestic enemies…So what we will do, 

what’s going to happen is, if [Trump] fails in his duty…he will place us in a situation 

we’ll have to fight a bloody horrible civil war. And most of us will be dead. I don’t, I 

don’t expect to survive that, and neither do most of the guys in the Oath Keepers 

because we know we’ll be at the front.”

- Stewart Rhodes Interview, December 11, 2020
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Post-Election Calls to Action

“We must refuse to EVER recognize this as a legitimate election, and refuse to recognize 

Biden as a legitimate winner, and refuse to ever recognize him as the President of the United 

States. This election was stolen by corrupt, law-breaking Democrat partisans.

Last night, on a conference call with Oath Keepers from around the country, I urged them to 

stop at Arlington National Cemetery on their way to D.C. to visit their brothers and sisters 

and to reflect on all they gave for this nation – many of them giving their lives…They passed 

the torch of freedom to us. Now it is our watch, and now it is our time to stand in the breach.”

- Stewart Rhodes
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Participation in Pro-Trump Election Rallies

“Use the Insurrection Act to drop the hammer on them…He needs to 

know from you that you are with him, [and] that if he does not do it now 

while he is commander in chief, we’re going to have to do it ourselves 

later, in a much more desperate, much more bloody war.”



January 6, 2021
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Rhetoric in Lead Up to January 6

“It is CRITICAL that all patriots who can be in DC get to DC to stand tall in support of 

President Trump’s fight to defeat the enemies foreign and domestic who are attempting 

a coup, through the massive vote fraud and related attacks on our Republic. We Oath 

Keepers are both honor-bound and eager to be there in strength to do our part.

All Patriots who can get to DC need to be in DC. Now is the time to stand. It’s not too 

late to go. Jump on a plane! Jump in your car! Just get there. Show the President you 

support him taking decisive action as both President and Commander-in-Chief. And 

show Congress that we the people will not stand for the election being stolen to plant an 

imposter Chicom puppet in the White House. Stand now, or kneel forever.”
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Planning for January 6
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Actions on January 6
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Aftermath

• Twenty-five Oath Keepers have been 

charged in connection to their actions 

on January 6

• Eleven of these, including Stewart 

Rhodes, are facing seditious 

conspiracy charges 

• Private message board was taken 

down and internal data was leaked

• Struggled to garner new recruits and 

new resources
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Aftermath

“He [President Biden] is a Chinese puppet. You should look at 

this as D.C. is now the green zone of an occupying army from 

communist China using their puppet and that’s why it’s a direct 

parallel to what the founders faced.

The goal is to terrorize people and make them afraid to associate 

and make them, you know, sit down and shut up as they take 

absolute power. And so I think we need to take a lesson from 

the founders and not do that.

We need to be disciplined as well…You nullify, do mass 

noncompliance, you come together and get strong so that 

when they come for you, they’re the clear aggressors…And 

the more they oppress the American people, the more they come 

over to our side and that includes in the military. And that’s our 

biggest audience, the most important audience is the U.S. 

military.”

- Stewart Rhodes on the Alex Jones Show

January 28, 2021


