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FY2023 Significant Operating 
Budget Changes (All $ in Thousands)

• Funding a Tribal Liaison Position – $125.5 UGF, 1 
PFT

• Funding for 10 Village Public Safety Officers for 
Rural Alaska – $2,328.0 UGF

• Funding 5% Salary Increase – $617.6 UGF
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VPSO Program Overview

• Village Public Safety Officer (VPSO) program was 
developed in 1979

• The program is critical to the Department’s mission
• As of February 4, 2022:

– 51 VPSO positions filled
– 47 Villages served (3 communities have 2 VPSOs)
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Number of Filled VPSOs 
by Grantee
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Grantee Program Spending
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FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21
Unspent Grant Funding $2,415,660 $3,154,578 $3,320,714 $4,026,868 $183
Grant Expenses $9,689,740 $8,750,822 $8,584,686 $7,878,532 $11,809,399
Trend $9,689,740 $8,750,822 $8,584,686 $7,878,532 $11,809,399
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VPSO Academy Training
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VPSO RETENTION
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Turnover for the VPSO program 2017-2022
Since 2017, 121 have joined and 133 have separated from the program. 
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VPSO Video
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Thank You

CONTACTS
Joel Hard

Director, VPSO Operations
Joel.Hard@alaska.gov

907-269-6531

Dianna Thornton
DPS VPSO Program Coordinator

Dianna.Thornton@alaska.gov
907-334-2246 

Kelly Howell
Special Assistant

kelly.howell@alaska.gov 
907-269-5618
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