
SB 129 
An Act Relating to 

Information on Judicial 
Officers Provided in 
Election Pamphlets



Judicial Merit Selection 
and Retention System

Alaska established a three-part judicial 
merit selection and retention system. 

1. Alaska Judicial Council screens 
and nominates judicial applicants 
based on the candidate’s moral 
character, professional 
competence, and legal experience. 

2. Alaska governor appoints from 
the list provided by the Alaska 
Judicial Council. 

3. Alaska state voters determine 
whether a judicial officer will 
remain on the bench during 
retention elections. 



Alaska Judicial Council 
Recommendations 

• The Alaska Judicial Council conducts 
extensive performance evaluations, 
interviews, and public hearings.

• Surveys assess judicial integrity, 
temperament, diligence, impartiality, 
legal ability, and administrative skills. 

• Based upon their research the council 
will decide if they will recommend a 
judicial officer’s retention to the public.

• The Judicial Council’s recommendation 
is published in the Alaska Official 
Election Pamphlet. 



Judicial Retention and Election Pamphlets



Alaska Judicial Council Information 



Alaska judges standing for retention that were not recommended by the Alaska Judicial 

Council or failed to receive a simple majority of votes during a retention election. 

Judge
Election 

Years *

Judicial Council 

Recommendation
Retention Vote **

Joseph Brewer 1978 No 55.6

Joseph Brewer 1982 No 45.5

Stephen Cline 1980 No 55.5

Michael Corey 2018 Yes 47.1

Dennis Cummings 2008 No 53.6

William Estelle 2014 No 54.3

Karl Johnstone 1988 No 58.1

David Landry 2006 No 47.4

Richard Postma 2010 No 45.9

Virgil Vochoska 1978 No 51.6

Virgil Vochoska 1982 No 42.3

Gerald Williams 1976 No 71.5

Gerald Williams 1980 No 59.1

* Alaska state legislature first authorized evaluations of judges standing for retention in 1976.

** Judge standing for retention must receive a simple majority of yes votes to be retained.

Alaska Judicial Council Recommendations

and Retention Votes
s



Goal of Proposed Legislation

• The success of the system is based 
upon providing the electorate critical 
information to make informed 
decisions regarding judicial retention.

• This legislation will add additional 
information already collected by the 
Alaska Judicial Council to the Alaska 
Official Election Pamphlet. 

• Information shall be provided except 
when required by law to be kept 
confidential. 

• We are currently working the Alaska 
Court System, Division of Elections, 
and the Alaska Judicial Council to 
assess word limitations and potential 
information to be provided. 


