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My name is Mike Branum. I worked in the EMS Unit in Alaska from 2005 to 2008 before
accepting the position of Emergency Manager with the City and Borough of Juneau. I started
as the Training Coordinator and was promoted to Unit Manager when my boss left state
employment.
For whatever it is worth as a non-constituent (residing now in the State of Utah), I would like
to express my support for SB21. I understand how the oversight of Alaska Paramedics came to
be provided by the State Medical Board, but the time has come and gone for a change. Even
when I was with the Unit over 15 years ago, the Board only licensed Paramedics, it was the
EMS Unit which did background checks for their applicants and the EMS Unit which approved
the programs which TRAINED the Paramedics the Board licensed.
Now that SB21 has unanimously passed the Senate, I encourage the Health and Social Services
Committee and the Labor and Commerce Committee to move this bill to the floor with your
full support.
Thank you for your consideration.
Michael R. Branum, JD, MPA, RN
Former Paramedic and AK DHSS Employee

Honorable Senators:
Shelley Hughes
Lora Reinbold
Josh Revak

Honorable Representatives:
Cathy Tilton
Ken McCarty

32nd State Legislature
Juneau, AK. 99801
RE: SB 21
March 3rd, 2021
Honorable Senators and Representatives- Once again I come to you asking for your support of
legislation to move the licensure of paramedics from the Alaska Board of Medical Licensure to the
Department of Health. We, at CVFRD assert this legislation will improve the efficiency of maintaining our
EMS provider’s professional licensure by placing all levels in one state office.
Over 6 years ago, and for a variety of reasons, NHTSA recommended that paramedics be brought
under authority of EMS in DHSS to increase system coordination, patient safety, and training standards.
Currently, there are no EMS subject matter experts or disciplines represented on the State Medical
Board which leaves EMS interest unrepresented. Furthermore, the Medical Board unanimously voted to
approve the transfer of paramedics from their purview to the Section of EMS, at a Feb 2019 meeting.
This effort is widely supported by my colleagues in the Alaska Fire Chiefs Association and would be
appreciated by that group as well as the 12 paramedic members of the Chugiak Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Company.

Tim Benningfield, Chief

The Honorable Josh Revak,
State Senate
State Capitol, Room 125
Juneau, AK 99801
Dear Senator Revak,

I am writing to express my strong support for Senate Bill SB-21 which would move the oversight and
licensure of Mobile Intensive Care Paramedics (MICP) from the State Medical Board to the State EMS
Office. The State EMS Office has always been the approval body for initial and refresher paramedic
training courses whereas the State Medical Board does not approve paramedic education nor does it
have any general or specific expertise in the provision of prehospital care. EMS is a dynamic, vital and
evolving facet of the health care system with paramedics representing the highest tier of field provider.
The State EMS Office is the certifying body for every other aspect of prehospital emergency care except
for paramedics. This includes all levels of EMT, ALS and BLS ground ambulances and medevac services.
Paramedics, and the citizens they serve, deserve professional oversight by those who understand the
current and emerging changes affecting the system.
Once SB-21 becomes law, it will be a significant step toward improving paramedic level prehospital care
in our Alaskan communities.

Respectfully,

David Cadogan, MD FACEP
Chair, Municipal Emergency Medical Services Board
Medical Director, Girdwood Fire and Rescue
Medical Director, Guardian Flight Alaska
Medical Director, Alyeska Pipeline Service Company

The Honorable Josh Revak,
State Senate
State Capitol, Room 125
Juneau, AK 99801
Via email: Senator.Josh.Revak@akleg.gov
Dear Senator Revak,
Thank you for sponsoring SB 21.
I am writing to express my strong support for Senate Bill SB-21 which would move the oversight and
licensure of Mobile Intensive Care Paramedics (MICP) from the State Medical Board to the State EMS
Office. The State EMS Office has always been the approval body for initial and refresher paramedic
training courses whereas the State Medical Board does not approve paramedic education nor does it
have any general or specific expertise in the provision of prehospital care. EMS is a dynamic, vital and
evolving facet of the health care system with paramedics representing the highest tier of field provider.
The State EMS Office is the certifying body for every other aspect of prehospital emergency care except
for paramedics. This includes all levels of EMT, ALS and BLS ground ambulances and medevac services.
Paramedics, and the citizens they serve, deserve professional oversight by those who understand the
current and emerging changes affecting the system.
Once SB-21 becomes law, it will be a significant step toward improving paramedic level prehospital care
in our Alaskan communities.

Respectfully,

Joseph C. Livengood, MD, FACS

Acute Care Surgeon, Fairbanks Memorial Hospital
Medical Director & Team Medic Alaska State Troopers Northern Special Emergency Reaction Team
Medical Director, BLM Alaska Fire Smokejumpers
Medical Director, BLM Alaska Fire Hotshots, Fire Specialists and Zone EMTs
Member, ACEMS Implementation Task Force

Cc: Todd McDowell - t

Steese Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.
800 William C Leary Lane
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712
Phone: (907) 457-3710 Fax: (907) 457-1512

1/31/2021
The Honorable Joshua Revak Alaska State Senate
State Capitol Room 125
Juneau, AK, 99801
Senator.Joshua.Revak@akleg.gov
Dear Senator Revak:
I am writing to express my strong support for Senate Bill SB-21, “An Act relating to mobile
intensive care paramedics, relating to duties of the State Medical Board and the
Department of Health and Social Services”, which would move the oversite and licensure
of Mobile Intensive Care Paramedics (MICP) from the State Medical Board to State EMS
Office.
I have been licensed as an Alaskan MICP since 2007. It is my humble opinion that MICPs
are currently misaligned in our Alaskan healthcare system and will be better served by the
State EMS Office. The following bullet statements are meant to highlight some of the
reasons for my opinion.
• The State EMS Office has always been the approval body for initial and refresher
paramedic training courses. The Medical Board does not approve education.
• EMS is a young and evolving profession. The State EMS Office understands the
current and emerging changes affecting the MICP profession.
• The State EMS Office is the certifying body for every other aspect of prehospital
emergency care except for the MICP who are trained as the highest level of
prehospital care provider.
o The State EMS Office certifies:
 All levels of Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT)
 Ground ambulances (both ALS and BLS)
 Medevac Services
Thank you for your time and consideration of SB-173. I believe that if this Bill passes it will
go a long way towards improving paramedic level care in our Alaskan communities.
Respectfully,

Wilma Vinton, MICP #658
Assistant Chief of EMS

“Dedicated and Proud to Volunteer”

The Honorable Josh Revak,
State Senate
State Capitol, Room 125
Juneau, AK 99801
Dear Senator Revak,

I am writing to express my strong support for Senate Bill SB-21 which would move the oversite and
licensure of Mobile Intensive Care Paramedics (MICP) from the State Medical Board to State EMS Office.
I have been licensed as an Alaskan MICP since 1998 and will be relicensing for the 10th time this coming
December. It is my humble opinion that MICPs are currently misaligned in the in our Alaskan healthcare
system and will be better served by the State EMS Office. The following bullet statements are meant to
highlight some of the reasons for my opinion.




The State EMS Office has always been the approval body for initial and refresher paramedic
training courses. The Medical Board does not approve education.
EMS is a young and evolving profession. The State EMS Office understands the current and
emerging changes affecting the MICP profession.
The State EMS Office is the certifying body for every other aspect of prehospital emergency
care except for the MICP who are trained as the highest level of prehospital care provider.
o The State EMS Office certifies:
 All levels of Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT)
 Ground ambulances (both ALS and BLS)
 Medevac Services

I would also like to take this opportunity to say, “THANK YOU!” for being an advocate for my profession.
Once SB-21 becomes law, it will be a fresh step toward improving paramedic level prehospital care in
our Alaskan communities.

Respectfully,

