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The purpose of this retrospective was 
to inform the water and sanitation 
industry and the general public about 
technologies deployed in rural Alaskan 
villages between ~1970 and 2005 and 
why the majority failed on a technical 
level or failed to provide adequate 
water on an as-used basis to improve 
health outcomes. 

https://www.arctic.gov/uploads/assets/
watersan_retrospective_v2.pdf



ARSWG Recent/Upcoming/Ongoing Projects and Activities

1) Alaska Water and Sewer Challenge (initiated in 2012)

2)   Engineering Atlas supporter
• Coordinating partners, expect small planning workshop

3)   Development of communication strategy for public & legislature

4)   ALPHA Conference - Annual Post-Conference Session Organizer



Alaska Water and Sewer Challenge

• Focused on decentralized water and wastewater 
treatment, recycling, and water use efficiency

• The primary goal is to significantly reduce the 
capital and operating costs of in-home running 
water and sewer in rural Alaska homes 

• Project is in Phase 4 – Field System Development 
and Testing



International week-
long workshop held 
in conjunction with 
the US 
Chairmanship of the 
Arctic Council



Annual Water and Sanitation Innovations for the Arctic 
Workshop: ALPHA Sessions

• 2011 – State of Water/Wastewater Affairs
• 2012 – Exploring Innovative Ideas
• 2013 – Update on AK R&D & Assessing Metrics
• 2014 – Future of Washeterias
• 2015 –Wastewater Treatment and Disposal
• 2016 – Education & Outreach in Rural Water and Sanitation
• 2017 – Climate Change, Water, and Health
• 2018 – Investigating impacts of inadequate water provision in rural Alaskan 

households
• 2019 – Alternative Approaches, Focus on Gray Water Recycling 

Technologies
• 2020 – Prioritizing Water and Sanitation Capacity Needs
• 2021 – Tracing the Pandemic in Wastewater
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