


Licensing Requirements

• Generally, all commercial fishing vessels, tenders, processors and 
transporters must be licensed by the CFEC every year.  However, 
some vessels used solely at salmon setnet sites or in some 
Westward Alaska waters are exempt.

• Fees for commercial vessel licenses are based on the United 
States Coast Guard definition of overall length of the vessel.

• A commercial vessel license consists of a triangular metal ADFG 
number plate, issued when the vessel is first licensed with CFEC. 
A color-coded sticker and receipt are issued each year.

• If a vessel is registered for salmon net fishing, the license will 
include a salmon net area tab.



2021 Commercial Fishing Vessel Licensing Rules 

Documentation 
Number

ADFG 
Plate

Annual 
Fishery 
Sticker

Alaska
Registration

Agency USCG CFEC CFEC DMV

Documented Vessels 
• ≥ 5 net tons
• Usually ≥ 32‘
• Must be U.S. built for coastwise trade and

fisheries use, with limited exceptions. 

X x x x
New in 2019

Undocumented Vessels
• < 5 net tons
• Usually < 32‘
• Must be U.S. built for coastwise trade; no U.S. 

build requirement if used in fisheries.

- x x x

Tenders, processors, transporters x x x x 
New in 2019

Shovel, handpick, beach seine, fish wheel, king crab 
ice fishing with snow machine, and pound fisheries. 

- - - X

Vessels used solely at salmon setnet sites, or waters 
between Cape Newenham and Point Romanof; and 
surrounding Nunivak Island (AS 16.05.495). 

- - - X



Vessel Length

Number of 

Vessels 
Licensed

CFEC Fee 2020 Fee Collected

Vessels to 25' 2294 $                24 $             55,056 

Over 25' to 50' 4869 $                60 $           292,140 

Over 50' to 75' 793 $             120 $             95,160 

Over 75' to 100' 209 $             225 $             47,025 

Over 100' to 125' 152 $             300 $             45,600 

Over 125' to 150' 54 $             375 $             20,250 

Over 150' to 175' 34 $             450 $             15,300 

Over 175' to 200' 20 $             525 $             10,500 

Over 200' to 225' 5 $             600 $               3,000 

Over 225' to 250' 3 $             675 $               2,025 

Over 250' to 275' 12 $             750 $               9,000 

Over 275' to 300' 5 $             825 $               4,125 

Over 300' 10 $             900 $               9,000 

Totals 8,460 $           608,181 













Permit Card

Vessel Plate and Sticker 
with ADFG Number

Vessel License

Salmon Net Area





PUBLIC LOOKUP:  DOCUMENTED VESSEL







In Summary…

• With few exceptions, all commercial fishing vessels, tenders, processors and 
transporters must be licensed by CFEC every year.  

• USCG provides registration and title for documented vessels.

• DMV titles and registers undocumented vessels.

• CFEC requires both title and registration documents before issuing an ADFG 
plate and annual vessel license.

• CFEC licensing materials require accurate information on the vessel and its 
ownership; applications are signed under penalty of perjury.

• CFEC maintains an extensive database on each commercially licensed vessel, 
which is both searchable and downloadable from our public website.




