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Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 



Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Reuben Hanke 

Kenai 

99611 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 



representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Stephen Helms 

South Anchorage 

99519 

 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
As a lifelong Alaskan and Business owner I have seen what I unbalanced board does to hurt a ever so 
delicate sport fishing Industry. Please feel free to contact me at your convenience if you hav any 
questions.  
 
Thank you  
 
Derek Leichliter 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 



 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

Derek Leichliter 

Soldotna 

99669 

 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I live on the Kenai, mile 17 and my favorite summer past time is fishing our famous river. NOT FOR 
KINGS, let them be!!! 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 



Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

James Wentworth 

Soldotna 

99669 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Fish for the people please not just for special interests. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

Martin Thurber 

Kenai 

99611 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 



I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Walter Bentley 

Soldotna 

99669 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I live in Kenai just a block away from the lower Kenai river in which I love fishing every day during the 
season, I have been fishing the river for over 40 year's with my family and friends, no words can describe 
this river. Balanced management is a must let’s get it right AK so all can enjoy for years to come... 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 



Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

Bob Peters 

Kenai 

99611 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I mainly fish the Kenai River , Homer, Seward and PWS. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 



Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams.  

Frank Woodard 

Kenai 

99611 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I live on the kenai peninsula, and fish both the fresh and saltwater nearby. It is critically important that 
we properly manage and preserve our fisheries with an eye toward the future, and and not just on 
today. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 



representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

Thomas Yukman 

Soldotna 

99669 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I live in the KPB so I can access all its water fun. My son is a guide and his lively hood depends on fair 
decisions. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 



nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

John Smart 

Moose Pass 

99631 

 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Big money, commercial fishing interests and weak government are ruining our natural fisheries in 
Alaska.  
Too many permits, set nets and drift boats. Fish and game have done a horrible job managing the king 
salmon fishery in the kenai River. It’s destroyed. Time to make a difference. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Donna Kessler 

Anchorage 

98516 



Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries. Specifically McKenzie 
Mitchell. As a person who loves to fish in Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for 
managing and allocating fish represent all Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse 
backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries across the state. I believe these nominees will serve 
Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominee to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm McKenzie Mitchell. 

  

Kenley Michaud 

Anchorage 

99518 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I work in Alaska and live along the beautiful Strait of Juan de Fuca in Washington. The Kenai River is near 
and dear to my heart and continues to put food on my family's table every summer I fish there. 
Balanced management of Alaska's fisheries must happen so that there is equal voice among all and so 
that the sport fishery continues to be heard and not overpowered by the commercial sector. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 



on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Nikki OConnor 

Port Angeles 

98362 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
As a resident of Soldotna and Kenai angler, I want a voice in management of fisheries so not only me but 
future generations can enjoy catching all different kinds of Alaskan fish. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 



multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Reed Morrison-Plachta 

Soldotna 

99669 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I am a 65 year resident of Alaska and believe management of our fisheries resources is vitally important. 
Thank you for considering my position on the Board of Fish nominees. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Bill Eckhardt 

Sterling 

99672 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 



I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
As a 50 year Alaskan who has fished all over the state I support the Governor's nominees. It is absolutely 
imperative that we have qualified leaders managing this valuable resource. Now retired I specifically fish 
the Kenai Penninsula the Susitna drainage and surrounding salt water. As legislators I expect you to vote 
for these candidates who will manage this resource for Alaskans and not for special interest that already 
receives 85%+. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Glenn Peterson 

Eagle River 

99577 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
I am long time Alaskan, who stays here, in large part for the sport fishing opportunities. I believe that 
commercial fisherman should be allocated a fair share of our fish resources, as should sport fishermen. 
The only way to make fair and equitable decisions on the board of fisheries is to have equal 
representation by both commercial and sport fishing interests. It is way past time to end the domination 
by commercial fishing interests on this board. 
 
 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 



 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Robert Wallick 

Eagle River 

99577 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I am a retired AFOfficer who resides in Denver and has a summer cabin on theKenai in Sterling where I 
spend 5 months during the summer. This is our 22nd year and love the adventure with family and 
friends. It is important to have the best qualified people on the Board of Fisheries and support the 
Governors choices to fulfill these special duties. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 



the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Joe Coniglio 

Parker 

80134 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 



 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Mike Brown 

Anchorage 

99515 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I live in Poacher’s Cove and fish the lower Kenai River. I have seen the King numbers drop while 
commercial fishermen continue to fish. I really don’t believe the fish counts that are used to support 
commercial fishing. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 



together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

Gary Sholly 

Soldotna 

99669 

 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 



make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Mark Hamilton 

Soldotna 

99660 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. They always have and always will! I 
have been to and involved in the Board Of Fish process many times. 
If the Board is not balanced fisheries laws and regulations can adversely affect the sensitive nature of 
our fishery. 
Tight lines, Dave Goggia 
Kenai River guide 
 
I have lived in Kenai for many years {30+} 
I have been a commercial Drift Gilnetter. 
I am currently a Kenai River Guide. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 



diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

David Goggia 

Kenai 

99611 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 



fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Mike Keiffer 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I am a born and raised Alaskan and sportfish every chance I get. Not only does Alaska's rich bounty of 
fish feed my 3 kids, our fishing adventures teach them the value of managing resources responsibly so 
all user groups may access the fisheries. I live in Soldotna AK and I support the nominees recommended 
by the Governor. We need a diverse group of individuals to represent all interests of Alaskans. I truly 
believe the nominated individuals are the best candidates for the Board of Fish. I was particularly 
impressed by John Wood and Marit Carlson Van-Dort at the 2020 Upper Cook Inlet Meeting. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 



nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Shannon Martin 

Soldotna 

99669 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Samuel Faller 

Palmer 

99645 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
To Whom- I have been a Sport Fish Guide for 35 years in Alaska owning and operating 4 different 
Lodges-- Much change and real good leadership is needed , common sense and a realistic look at the 
many different concerns facing the future both in Salt Water and fresh water- My love for Alaska started 
in the 60.s and continues even more strong today- 
Lets get the interest of all users of the Great State and those who love it- If we continue on a downward 
spiral it may just be to late- 



Larry Jarrett 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Larry Jarrett 

Stites 

83552 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 



We live on the river in Soldotna and believe with a balance to the board, balance to fishing, our 
grandson will get to learn the balance of life skills fishing teaches you. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Rebecca Branson 

Soldotna 

99669 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I am a lifelong Alaskan who lives and fishs the Kenai River. Balance in our BOF is absolutely essential to 
meet the needs of multiple users of the fishery without depleting the resource. Please support the 
Governor’s nominees. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 



The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Tom Wellman 

Sterling 

99672 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
My name is Mike Kinney I live in soldotna on the Kenai. I have fished the river since 1981 & all I want is 
save the Kenai kings 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Mike Kinney 

Soldotna 

99669 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 



 
Two items: 
We need further conservative tactics to enforce the surrounding waters from other countries not taking 
from our personal use.  
 
I don't think our resources should be used as a means for a business opportunity. The cost of fishing for 
personal use is and should not be the cost of a resident of Alaska. If a farmer wants to grow a crop, a 
farmer does not get to use a public park to grow his harvest. Likewise guides and commercial fishing 
needs tighter regulations. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Steve OHara 

Northern Support Services 

Anchorage 

99507 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I first fished in Alaska in the 1970's and I have fished extensively for the last 20 years largely in the Kenai 
River Region. I strongly believe that good, knowledgeable fishery management is essential for Alaska. 
 



Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

Tom Mader 

Cooper Landing 

99572 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 



fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Edwin Tripp 

Yuma 

85367 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I have lived on the banks of the Kenai River for 20 Years and have watched how the King Salmon runs 
have been decimated by the way they are managed. We desperately need Sport Fisherman involved in 
the management of this magnificent species if they are to survive. The lower River Breeding grounds 
should be placed off limits to all harvesting until such time they recover. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 



 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

William Keller 

Soldotna 

99669 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I live in Anchorage but fish the Kenia River. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 



 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Paul Reddington 

Anchorage 

99507 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I have been fortunate to be able to fish on the Kenai River for may years. I have seen the decline in the 
King Salmon runs. I appreciate the need for conservation measures to help the run rebuild so future 
generations can experience fishing for mighty Kenai King! We need to have a fair representation of 
Board members so all Alaskan's are represented. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 



fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Kevin Branson 

Anchorage 

99508 

House Resources Committee members:  

 

I am writing to urge you to not support Abe Williams to a seat on the Board of Fisheries.   

 

Mr. Williams’ long involvement as a regional director for the Pebble Partnership makes him unable to 

provide unbiased recommendations on fisheries management not only for the Bristol Bay region, but for 

any areas in Alaska where mining potentially conflicts with fisheries, notably, Southeast Alaska where 

transboundary water issues remain at the forefront as a threat to local fisheries.  

 

The lack of trust by which coastal Alaskans regard Abe Williams would only serve to undermine the 

Board of Fisheries actions and enable feelings of suspicion and negativity. The hundreds of comments 

already made by Alaskans in opposition to Mr. Williams should be considered and respected.  

 

Respectfully,  

 

Laine Welch 

Kodiak 

 

 

Laine Welch 

Alaska Fish Radio/Fish Factor 

Commercial Fishing News  Since 1988   

msfish@alaskan.com 

mailto:msfish@alaskan.com


www.alaskafishradio.com 

"If it's not fish, we're not interested."  

Dear House Resources Members:  

 

I am writing to encourage you to strongly oppose the appointment of McKenzie Mitchell of Fairbanks to 

the Board of Fisheries.  

 

Ms. McKenzie has ZERO experience with Alaska’s commercial fisheries. A seat on the Board is no place 

for a person to ‘cut their teeth’ regarding the many complex issues that come before the Board. Her lack 

of knowledge and inexperience threaten both the process and the livelihoods of Alaskans in coastal 

communities. Mitchell has never revealed who appointed her to a Board seat, nor why she feels she can 

best serve Alaska’s commercial, personal use and subsistence fishery sectors.   

 

In my 33 years covering Alaska’s seafood industry, I have never encountered such an ill-suited, 

unqualified Board appointee. I urge you to oppose her confirmation.  

 

Thank you.  

 

Laine Welch 

Kodiak 

 

 

Laine Welch 

Alaska Fish Radio/Fish Factor 

Commercial Fishing News  Since 1988   

msfish@alaskan.com 

www.alaskafishradio.com 

"If it's not fish, we're not interested."  
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Dear Alaska Elected Officials: 
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My husband and I fish salmon in SE Alaska and hold an Alaska Trolling Permit. We are 

concerned that Ms. Carlson-Van Dort, a member of the Board of Fish, is not acting in the best 

interest of Alaska's fishermen. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort should be replaced with a non-biased, 

open-minded board member- not a sport advocate pretending to be a commercial fishing 

supporter.  

 

Thank you for considering this concern. 

 

Sincerely, 

Amy 

Amy Grondin 

Duna Fisheries, LLC 

1450 30th Street 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 

(206) 295-4931 

ajgrondin@gmail.com  

http://FishEqualsFood.com_ 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 

mailto:ajgrondin@gmail.com
http://fishequalsfood.com_/


the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Ben Birch 

Anchorage 

99515 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I have lived in Alaska for over 35 years and have been a fisherman and outdoor enthusiast my entire life. 
I currently live in Kenai. Balanced management of Alaska's fisheries is critical. It has been my opinion 
that management has been tilted toward commercial fishing for a long time, due in part to the fact that 
the fishing industry is politically and financially more active. That does not make the industry a more 
important user of the resource than the tens of thousands of Alaskan subsistence and sport fisherman. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 



Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Kevin Kerr 

Kenai 

99611 

Honored Members of the Alaska State House Resources Committee; 
 
I write in rebuttal to Matt Alward-executive director of UFA's letter smearing Marit Carlson Van-Dort. 
 
Mr. Alward as the head of UFA, is a Kodiak fisherman.  I myself am now a Kodiak fisherman as we do not 
have a salmon fishery in Chignik for the forseeable future. 
His letter is nothing more than a smear tactic due to actions taken by the State Board of Fisheries in 
what would limit Kodiak's salmon seine fleet to fish at a known area where extremely large amounts of 
NOT ONLY Chignik bound sockeye in June, but also Cook Inlet bound sockeye post June are intercepted 
by Kodiak's salmon seine fleet. 
This fishing area was an entitlement bestowed upon the Kodiak salmon fleet in 1977-78 by THAT board 
of fisheries and the Kodiak salmon seine fleet benefitted for decades while taking food off of children's 
plates in Chignik.  Tagging studies indicated 90% of sockeye harvested at Cape Igvak were Chignik stocks, 
and the harvest numbers year after year when commercial fishing is open at Cape Igvak have been 
staggering. 
This is the director of UFA attacking Marit Carlson Van-Dort much like Louise Stutes did in the 2020 
January Kodiak board of fisheries meeting in Kodiak. 
 
The facts are they are trying to reverse a board decision and the first step is to remove certain 
individuals and replace them with people who will vote the way they want. 
As Stutes-Kodiak has introduced 3 times in the last 3 legislatures a version of what is now HB 26, the 
conflict of interest bill which will make it so normally conflicted out board members may deliberate on 
issues right up until the roll call vote, with the first filing in 2018 attempting to seat Duncan Fields of 
Kodiak on the board of fisheries would have then created quite literally a "Kodiak board of fisheries". 
 
The points given in the letter indicate Carlson Van-Dort is the cause of many things, however keep in 
mind it takes a majority vote for proposals brought before the board to pass, generally speaking a 4 
person majority passes proposals within the boards of fish and game. 
I was not present at the 2020 Cook Inlet board of fisheries meeting but the same accusation was made 
against the board of fisheries at the 
2020 Kodiak meeting and is on the record, to create the perception of bias. 
 
I have personally spoken to board members in the past, and basically felt like I had been given lip service 
by each and every one of them, in my opinion board members must remain objective and this is why 
they behave in this way, I too felt that the information I was sharing was being overlooked but these 
people are inundated over the course of each meeting with so much data that I can understand how 
they must conduct themselves. 
 



Alward also makes accusations to the effect that Carlson Van-Dort is somehow flat out biased to vote in 
favor of proposals that benefit only Chignik and that she does so because she is the President of Far 
West Inc, the Chignik Bay ANSCA Corporation.  I believe she held this position prior to being appointed 
to the Board of Fisheries but there was no concern until now.  It is my understanding Carlson Van-Dort 
has stepped down from the position of President of Far West Inc. 
 
Alward makes an accusation of family ties holding influence over Carlson Van-Dort. 
 
On multiple occasions, the Alaska Department of Law reviewed Marit Carlson-Van Dort’s ethics 
disclosures and determined that she was fully compliant with the Executive Branch Ethics Act and did 
not have an impermissible conflict of interest with any of the regulatory proposals that she participated 
in reviewing and adopting during her time on the Board. 
 
All of these attacks on Carlson Van-Dort are being directed from individuals who represent Kodiak and 
are angry the BOARD, not just Carlson Van-Dort voted to reduce a salmon allocation that the salmon 
fishermen in Chignik simply cannot afford to be denied access to any longer.  Chigniks salmon fishery in 
2018, and 2020 have been declared DISASTERS meanwhile salmon fisheries on either side of Chignik 
both STILL intercept any Chignik bound salmon passing thru their waters. 
 
Marit Carlson Van-Dort did in fact grow up in a commercial fishing family, is a college educated member 
of the board, and makes sound unbiased decisions.  If anyone had a problem with someone with family 
ties to Chignik being appointed to the Alaska Board of Fisheries why did they wait until now to put on 
this petty smear campaign. 
 
I ask the members of the House Resource Committee see past these attacks and confirm Marit Carlson-
Van Dort as a member of the Alaska State Board of Fisheries. 
 
Timothy Murphy 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I live in Trapper Creek. I fished tge Big Sue River and it's tributaries until ADF&G let tge pike take over 
the lakes and streams of the Sue. Ive put in proposals to eradicate pike but they always say it will take 
out other sport fish. Well I can tell you this, every pike I catch has nothing but pike in its belly. Nothing 
else. Your not going to take care of the pike problems by sitting on your butts. You can net the creeks on 
in and out sides of a lake. In 3-5 years the pike will not exits anymore. It happened with lakes in 
Northern Wisconsin. The Indians did it. It can happen in Alaska too. We just need authorization to do it. 
Your biologists know without poison how but it will take work on getting it done! 
 
I am a current member of both the Anchorage and Mat Valley AC's. 
 
Thank you for your time . 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 



across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Neil DeWitt 

Chugiak 

99567 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 



agree with. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Richard Mohaupt 

Punta Gorda 

33950 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I am a physician who came to Alaska 20 years ago for a 5 month temporary job and never left. I have 
worked from Ketchikan to Barrow as well as out to Dillingham but have always been based in 
Anchorage. I have been fortunate enough to have hunted and fished many different places in our state 
and hope I am a good ambassador for recreation and vacationing in the last frontier. I have purchased 
land on the Kenai and have a boat in Whittier as well. However in those 20 years I have seen what used 
to be "catching" to truly become fishing. All of the big Kenai kings have decreased in size, all of my 70 
pounders having been caught before 2006 and the ability to catch Kenai kings be significantly reduced. 
We have gone from 5 shrimp pots per family to 2 shrimp pots per boat. And I believe the changes, 
especially this last board of fisheries meetings have been significant and beneficial for the average 
fisherman in Alaska. I hope that you will maintain an equal and equitable representation for the people 
of Alaska on the board of fisheries as represented below. Without it fishing may increase but catching 
will decrease as the commercial fisherman take over the board. 
 
Thank you for your work and service. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 



Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Gregory Kisling 

Anchorage 

99502 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I was born in Anchorage and am 74 years old. It is especially important for Cook Inlet that we have a 
balanced board. The comm fish guys get 85% of the fish and when a sport caught fish is worth 10x more 
to the economy than a commercial caught fish we need a good balance on the board. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 



Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Greg Svendsen 

Anchorage 

99516 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

We the people need to be represented and look at the over fishing of the commercial fisherman. Look at 
what has happened to our fish stocks and pore returns. Example where are our king salmon. What are 
you doing to project us from the Pebble Mine?.............. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 



regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

David Hoaks 

Anchorge 

99507 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I am a 61 year Alaskan that enjoys the Kenai River 6 month out of the year as well as the surrounding 
area. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 



experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Jim Brady 

Anchorage 

99515 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  



 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Fred Bonin 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Betty Bonin 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 



recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Joan Ollom 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 



Sincerely, 
Thomas Poole 
Ketchum, ID 83340-3901 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
As a lifelong Alaskan I am writing to express significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to 
the Board of Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Molly Sherman 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 



rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lori Stephenson 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Vito Zingarelli 
Clinton, WA 98236-9425 



Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
LONNA RICHMOND 
Muir Beach, CA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 



and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Douglas Gwinn 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jim Steffen 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 



We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mark Caso 
Biloxi, MS 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 



Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kimberly Seater 
Seattle, WA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Norman Sams 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 



The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ed Fiedler 
Austin, TX 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 



with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Roy Ferguson 
Aurora, CO 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ty Hewitt 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  



 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
James Mackovjak 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 



 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
A Winser 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Elbert Craighead 
Medford, OR 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 



recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kellen Quinn 
Brooklyn, NY 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 



 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Samuel McBeen 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are all watching to see if you confirm a certain  conflict of interest. Especially someone who does not 
live in Bristol Bay.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Please do the right thing for Alaska and its residents and do not allow the Governor ignore the citizens of 
this State. 
 
Sincerely, 
River Bean 
Palmer, AK 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 



 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jill Wittenbrader 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amanda Piatt 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 



fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chalres Hammerstad 
San Jose, CA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 



 
Sincerely, 
Vicki Bassett 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
I am writing to express my significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Although I am currently out of state, I am from Alaska and spent every summer in Bristol Bay, so I know 
firsthand how critical this place is and how wrong it would be to move this mine forward in any way.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rene Dubay 
Seattle, WA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 



recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bruce Corson 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 



Sincerely, 
Michelle McAfee 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I’m the former Chairman of the Anchorage Alaska Fish and Game Advisory Committee and a 35 year 
resident.  
I support Governor Dunleavy’s nominees to the Board of Fish 
It’s critical to the future of out king salmon fishery to stay on the task of conservation. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 



  

Bruce Morgan 

Anchorage 

99515 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I HAVE PERSONALLY FISHED WITH MY OWN BOAT FOR 20 YEARS ON THE LOWER KENAI BELOW THE 
BRIDGE AND BELOW SKILAK LAKE, I HAVE ALSO FISHED ANOTHER 20 YEARS WITH KENAI RIVER GUIDES 
ON THE SAME STRETCHS OF RIVER. I AM TIRED OF WATCHING THE SET NETTERS (WHO SHOULD ALL BE 
ELIMINATED) AND PURSE SEINERS LITTERLY WIPE OUT THE AMOUNT OF KINGS ENTERING THE KENAI 
RIVER TO THE POINT NOW THAT THE SPORT FISHERMAN IS JUST PLAIN SCREWED, BLUED, AND 
TATTOOED. GET RID OF ALL THE SETNETS- BUY THEM OUT OF THEIR PERMITS. ALSO, ALL OUT OF STATE 
PURSE SEINERS SHOULD BE BOUGHT OUT TOO. THIS IS WHAT CALIFORNIA, OREGON, AND 
WASHINGTON ALL DID TO RE-ESTABLISH THEIR SALMON RUNS. SPORT FISHERMAN PAY YOUR BILLS FISH 
& GAME! NOW ITS TIME TO EARN YOUR MONEY FOR A CHANGE. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

JAMES LEE 

ANCHORAGE 

99508 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

Alaskans are depending on you to make sure sustainable fishing is a priority for years to come. 
 



I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Jill Schaefer 

Soldotna 

99669 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 



Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Richmond TOLLES 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 



 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lacy Brunetti 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
I am writing to express my concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of Fisheries by 
Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
I urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
We can and should do better.  Thank you for your help in doing so. 
 
Sincerely, 
April Warwick 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I am a retired USAF CMSgt, living in Eagle River with my wife. We own a cabin near the Kenai River 
outside of Soldotna. We love to sport fish for salmon and invite family and friends to enjoy the 
experience with us. It is extremely important to us and to the local communities to maintain salmon 
stocks for all users, including the sport fisheries. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 



Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Mr. Jensen has served Alaska for many years with distinction, both on the State Board of Fisheries and 
the Federal North Pacific Council. His experience and knowledge of Alaska’s various fishery sectors is an 
asset to our state, and he should continue to serve on the Board. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

David Thiede 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 



Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sean Varrati 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
Please please give proper representation to the majority of people in Alaska by opposing this mine and 
its political influence which is in conflict with the worlds greatest Red Salmon run, and is a renewable 
resource that continues to provide a high value protein source and perpetual employment.  You can't 
eat gold. 
 
Now for the template. 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 



Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kim Hubert 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gregory Rider 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 



The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alfonso Gallo 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
I am writing today to express my significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board 
of Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage you and the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  



 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, Marsha Buck 
 

 

 
Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Marc Dumas 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 



Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries.  Please, NO ABE WILLIAMS on the Board of Fish!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Hal Meyer 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 



 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kate Persons 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, Jamison Ramsey 
 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
There is a MAJOR conflict of interest.  He works for the Pebble Limited Partnership's Regional Affairs.  To 
maintain objectivity, he must give that position up or withdrawal his nomination for a place on Alaska's 
Board of Fisheries.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  



 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kristine Hutchin 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 



 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alix Bowman 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Colby Hawkinson 
Grants Pass, OR 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 



recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sean Den Adel 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.    This is 
corruption at its worst!!!! 
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 



 
Sincerely, 
Susan Vogt 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Glen Zeeck 
Blairstown, NJ 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 



developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Barry Santana 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brenda Johnson 



Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Janice Laxson 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I live in Fairbanks. I enjoy all the opportunities that living in Alaska has offered me. I enjoy fishing to fill 
my freezer or just sport fishing. I am retired and am glad to be able to explore more fishing 
opportunities around the state. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
I do not agree with the talking points that United Fisherman of Alaska have brought up about Marit. It is 
a smear campaign and just outright untruths. I am proud to see that two women have stepped up to 
give their time to serve on this board. I know personally that it takes an enormous amount of time and 
sacrifice to serve on this board. Marit is also an Alaskan Native who appreciates and supports the 



Alaskan subsistence lifestyle. She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience that is needed on the 
board. I urge you to support and confirm Ms Carlson-Van Dort to the BOF. 
I just see that Alaska Fish Radio is quoting Rep. Stutes as saying the House Fisheries Committee is not 
supporting Ms Carlson-Van Dort. I find this untimely as her hearing has not taken place yet, nor has all 
testimony been heard. This is very disturbing to me that the voices of all Alaskans need to be heard 
before a decision is made. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 
Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, and John Jensen have already established a track record of service 
on the Board of Fisheries. Each of them has shown a willingness to work with a large variety of 
stakeholders in an effort to seek fair and equitable changes to Alaska’s fisheries. While the three don’t 
always agree with one another, taken in total their service on the Board has shown their willingness to 
make decisions based on science, their encouragement of precision in fisheries management when 
possible, and their respect for historic and emerging user groups in the fisheries. 
 
Abe Williams has experience as one of the top drift fishermen in Bristol Bay, with a long family history of 
fishing that area. He has also served on the Naknek Kvichak Advisory Committee, and on the Board of 
the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. 
 
The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

Laura Morisky 

Fairbanks 99708 

I am writing this letter in opposition of support to Merit Carlson Van-Dort’s appointment to the State of 
Alaska board of fish.  
She already seems to have her mind made up on a lot of important issues before even hearing public 
testimony or listening to the Facts before her.  
She also has a conflict of interest in a lot of fishery region affairs that she won’t admit to.  
Thank you, 
Dale Pedersen 



Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Joe Jacob 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  



 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Joan Walker 
Bishop, CA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Isn't the fact that the head of DNR is a pebble hack? 
 
In fact shock Alaskans and appoint someone who will not exploit or denigrate fish stocks and roll over 
with development interests and put a scientist on the board who would like to protect and preserve 
stocks for future generations. 
 



Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry Casey 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
kathy smith 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
I are writing to express my significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 



developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent. 
 
I urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Richard Deakins 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Bergan 



Pottsville, PA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
I am writing to express my significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterizing the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region.  
 
Mr. Williams' long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and willingness to cast aside the 
undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raises grave concerns and that he would not make 
decisions based upon his own unresolvable conflicts, including financial, with his ability to fulfill the 
responsibilities of the Board to conserve and develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
JACK SIMON 
Phoenix, AZ 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 



communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ted Bartko 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 



Neville Bruce 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael Schille 
Clinton, WA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 



willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dayle Sherba 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Judith Stoll 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 



We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
uly silkey 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 



Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michele Cornelius 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Thomas Wanat 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 



The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Max DeNise 
Tumwater, WA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 



with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sharon Sheehan 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sibylle Schwarz 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 



Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carol Race 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 



 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cassandra Hamilton 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Guy Liston 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
I am extremely concerned and oppose Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of Fisheries by 
Governor Dunleavy.  I encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 



fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tim Bowman 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 



Deborah Voves 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cathryn Simon 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 



and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
DAVID MORRIS 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
michael Salzmann 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 



We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
john papandrea 
New York, NY 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  



 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Vicki Duggin 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
lorraine foster 
Portland, OR 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   



 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cee Jay Levine 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 



with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rebecca Clark 
West Hills, CA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gene Bates 
Coventry, RI 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 



The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Charles Bingham 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  



 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Hope Meyn 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Avram Salzmann 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 



recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeanne Held-Warmkessel 
North Wales, PA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 



 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Renee Blake 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Blanche Tiernan 
Everett, WA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 



Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Albert Marra 
Crawfordville, FL 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

I’m a life long angler and dedicated Alaska fisherman. We fish all over the State and are concerned 
about balanced fish management. 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Carlson-Van Dort brings a remarkable mind to the board. She has a deep understanding of rural and 
commercial fisheries. Her experience working for the State, for the private sector, and for ANCSA 
regional and village corporations give her a great perspective into various stakeholder groups. These 
experiences also help her understand the impacts her decisions as a Board member have on user 
groups. Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has been a great Board member and should be confirmed. 
 
John Wood has been an excellent Board Member. His ability to grasp a situation, and analyze it from 
multiple perspectives is likely due to his background as a lawyer – it’s a trait that serves Alaska well. Mr. 
Wood actively works with various stakeholders at the Board of Fish meetings, and is known for bringing 
together stakeholders from different perspectives and encouraging them to find a solution they can all 
agree with. 
 



The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Mack Padgett 

 

I am writing against the nomination of Marit Carlson-Van Dorts nomination to the Board of 

Fisheries. It is Critical that board members are non partial as seated members. Van Dorts voting 

history does not reflect these essential values and therefore should be omitted from 

consideration. 

 

Zachary Olson 

Sitka, Alaska 

Letter of Support and Reappointment of Board of Fish Members 
 
Dear Members of the House Fisheries and Resource Committees, 
 
I am writing to express my continuing support for the reappointments of the following list of 
people to the Alaska Board of Fisheries. 
 

• Märit Carlson-Van Dort 

• Abe Williams 

• John Wood 

• McKenzie Mitchell 
 
I am 66 years old and I have been involved in commercial fisheries as a boat owner , permit 
holder, and skipper in the salmon set net, gill net, and seine fisheries. I have also operated my 
own vessels as a permit holder in the Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, Alaska Peninsula, and 
Togiak herring seine fisheries.  I have also skippered my own vessels for halibut, crab, and 
ground fish longlining, pot fishing, dragging, and tendering.  I have fished in the areas of 
Southeast Alaska, Gulf of Alaska, Prince William Sound, Lower Cook Inlet, Kodiak, Chignik, 
Alaska Peninsula, Port Moller, the and Bering Sea starting in 1976.  I have owned my own air 
taxi and sport fishing business and I am currently a subsistence fisherman where I live at Chignik 
Lagoon. 
 



I met Märit 36 years ago when she was visiting her grandparents in Chignik Bay.  Her grandfather 
Axel Carlson named his seine vessel the “Miss Mart”. Axel was a true gentleman fisherman whose 
lineage as an Alaska native goes back thousands of years in the Chignik region.  Mart was 
indoctrinated to the native subsistence life in Chignik in the summer month’s commercial fishing 
with her Grandfather, and earning money to attend college and study biology and fisheries. Mart 
spent the rest of the year growing up in Juneau.  At a young age she wanted to be a leader in 
policy making and she has been building capacity in this area for decades to the point that she is 
the president of Farwest Native Corp., which is the village of Chignik Bay’s native corporation. 
Her background in commercial fishing and native subsistence, and as an executive in her native 
corporation combined with her University training in conservation biology and fisheries science 
give her a broad base of knowledge and capacity that is unique and valuable as a member of the 
Board of Fisheries.    
 
I met Abe Williams when he was a teenager working for a close friend of mine who operated 11 
different businesses in Naknek and King Salmon.  It was at this time that I became aware of what 
a hard and valuable worker Abe was.  Over the years I have met, visited, and socialized with Abe 
and caught up with what he was up to.  In this process I have personally witnessed Abe’s abilities 
to be a top producer in the salmon drift net fishery of Bristol Bay, and one of the most effective 
leaders of his crew.  Abe has a passion and a wealth of knowledge and expertise in the Bristol Bay 
salmon fishery.  I also met his sister who is a single Mom that set nets in a skiff with of her 
children.  Every fisherman and community member that I know has the highest respect for Abe.  
Abe’s reputation as a leader in his community and his willingness to serve in the public arena as 
well as a high liner status of a top producing fisherman is well known. 
 
Abe’s wife is a trained social worker working with individuals with intellectual disabilities, and 
she shared with me that her son was going to school to be an engineer, but he loved fishing so 
much like his Dad that she wanted him to make sure that he completed his education.  Her son 
is now also a top producer. Abe and his wife know that commercial fishing is no sure thing. 
 
Abe has been a mentor to his son, and other younger people of the Bristol Bay region.  I asked 
Abe when he was serving as a board member for the Bristol Bay Salmon Marketing Group, 
BBRSDA, while also working with the Pebble Mine Group how he managed to this.  Abe expressed 
to me that the salmon fishery was his life, but he was concerned what was going to happen for 
the regions employment opportunities and future and how the Pebble Mine could affect the 
region so he became involved. 
 
Abe’s knowledge and leadership make him another unique Alaska native to serve as a member 
of the Board of Fisheries. 
 
I personally to not know John Wood, but a friend, George Anderson, shared with me that John 
had the confidence of the Governor, and had demonstrated to him as a retired attorney to be a 
quick study of complex management issues with a willingness to view issues from an independent 
point of view. He thought that he has the extraordinary ability to listen to and understand all 



sides of complicated issues and achieve reasonable and equitable management compromises. 
The Board of Fisheries needs intelligent, perceptive, and fair-minded individuals like John Wood.  
 
I also do not personally know McKenzie Mitchell. When I reviewed her bio I was impressed that 

she is an adjunct faculty member in the school of management in sport and recreation business 

with an emphasis in economics. An economist is a welcome addition to the Board of Fisheries. 

Ms. Mitchell’s background in the sport fishing arena and her capacity and background should 

serve the board well to help understand the complex relationships between Alaska’s commercial, 

sport, subsistence, and personal use fisheries. She will be an excellent addition to the Board.  

Thank you for your consideration.   Jeffrey Moore 

As a commercial fisherman , a troller/ longline of 13 years and mayor of Craig Ak. I would have 

to Object to Merit Carlson- VanDort serving on the board of Fish . I have studied her past record 

and history relating to prior fisheries issues and found them Bias and not in support of most 

fisheries outside of her home range. This concerns me as most of my continuants are sport 

subsistence or commercial fisherman .  We feel that we would be better represented by 

someone other than Merit Carlson-Vandort.  Thank you for the opportunity to be heard.  Tim 

O'Connor Mayor and ATA board member, Craig Alaska 

My name is Gerald Bucky, and I am a new entrant to the salmon fishery in Kodiak. I purchased a 

Kodiak seine permit in 2018.  

  

I am writing to oppose the reappointment of Marit Carlson Van-Dort to the Alaska Board of 

Fisheries. 

  

Ms. Carlson Van-Dort shocked me at the first Board of Fish meeting I ever went to when I 

watched her discuss and vote on a proposal that she should have conflicted herself out of. I feel 

the State of Alaska should not reappointment members of the board if they have proven to vote 

on matters that affect the livelihoods of coastal Alaskan communities in a biased manner. The 

job of the Board of Fisheries is to use the best available science to ensure sustainability for future 

generations to have access to the fish resources of the state. 

  

Despite touting herself as a representative for the commercial sector based on her experience 

seining in Chignik, Ms. Van-Dort has repeatedly voted against commercial fisherman and in 

doing so has unbalanced the board to favor sport fish users. 

  

I respectfully ask you oppose her reappointment. 

 



To the members of the Alaska joint legislature, 

 

 

    I am writing to express my adamant opposition to the nominations of Marit Carlson-Van Dort and John 

Wood to the Alaska Board of Fisheries (BOF). The current member composition of the board lacks the 

diversity of viewpoints and interests of Alaska's many fisheries user groups, while crusading to impose 

their own personal interests through the board process. The governor has clearly abdicated his 

responsibility to nominate qualified and dedicated members to the board. This was made clear at the 

2020 Kodiak BOF meeting, where these two members rejected and dismissed the public testimony of our 

community and arrived in Kodiak with the predetermined intention of reshaping our fisheries in a manner 

set to benefit their own interests. They have made a charade of community engagement and treated 

public testimony as little more than a formality that they needed to endure before issuing their 

predetermined judgments.  

 

    Mr. Wood joined the board amidst much skepticism concerning his complete lack of qualifications for 

the position and has done little to build confidence that he belongs on the board. His deliberations in 

Kodiak proved that he arrived in our community not as juror or judge to objectively adjudicate 

interregional disputes, but instead as prosecutor who simply built a case against us without ever 

considering converse points of view. He showed no interest in any issues that didn't relate to upper Cook 

Inlet fisheries and made no attempts to learn the intricacies and nuances of our fisheries. 

 

    Mrs. Carlson-Van Dort's conduct is particularly concerning in that she neglected to acknowledge her 

conflicts of interests relating to her home community of Chignik and her engagement and advancement of 

proposals that arbitrarily limited Kodiak's longstanding fishery in order to re-direct resources to her 

community. It may be arguable whether her conduct violated the Executive Branch Ethics Act, but it is 

undeniable that she acted in a way that any reasonable member of the public could claim she was 

focused on her personal interests over her civic duties. 

 

   The conduct of these two members resulted in the complete erosion of trust within the community of 

Kodiak and will be many years before our confidence is restored and our user groups will consider it 

worthwhile to even engage in the board process. 

 

    I ask that legislators reject both nominations and send a clear message to the governor that is 

unacceptable to use his power of appointments to the Board of Fisheries simply to advance the interests 

of handful of individuals. Before voting to confirm Mr. Wood and Mrs. Carlson-Van Dort, each legislator 

should ask whether they would consider it acceptable to have their home communities treated as second-

class citizens in front of the BOF and whether they believe it is important that the public have confidence 

that executive appointees act in the interests of the State of Alaska as a whole.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

Darren Platt 



Kodiak, AK 

  

To Representatives on the House Resources Committee 

 

I am writing at this late date to oppose the appointment of 

Marit Carlson-Van Dort to the Board of Fish.  

 

Ms. Carlson-Van Dort is under consideration to fill a seat 

that has traditionally been a commercial fishing seat. If Ms. 

Carlson-Van Dort is appointed to this seat the BOF will be 

extremely one sided and that will undermine Alaskan's 

faith in the BOF process. In the recent months that Ms. 

Carlson-Van Dort has been on the BOF she has 

consistently, without providing arguments, opposed the 

commercial position. The only exception to this has been 

her support for Chignik fishermen that are also 

shareholders and directors of the Chignik Village 

Corporation, Far West, Inc. of which she is the President. 

This seems like a conflict of interest. 

 

Thank You for your consideration 

Matt Donohoe 

 

My name is Al Cratty IV. I am a second-generation salmon fisherman from Old Harbor Alaska 

on the east side of Kodiak Island. Additionally, I fish dungeoness crab, pacific cod, tanner crab 

and halibut in Kodiak. 

 

I am writing to request you oppose the reappointment of Marit Carlson Van-Dort to the 

Alaska Board of Fisheries. 



  

During the January 2020 Board of Fish meeting in Kodiak, Ms. Carlson Van-Dort displayed a 

biased nature in voting and discussing proposals that were written and would benefit numerous 

family members. She submitted an amendment to one of the proposals that was eventually voted 

on and passed before public testimony had been complete and before she had reviewed all 

relevant arguments and information. It was evident and obvious that she had a preconceived idea 

of the changes she wanted to make to our salmon fishery that would benefit other areas without 

any sound scientific evidence supporting her decisions. 

  

Despite her attempts to claim she had no conflict in doing so, as a member of a village where 

large changes in fisheries management have an impact on the entire village, it is impossible to 

refute that she would not benefit from the changes made. I personally am nervous that her 

negative actions and her biased attitude toward the area of Kodiak for salmon could trickle over 

in to my other fisheries as well. 

  

I respectfully request you oppose Marit Carlson Van-Dort. 

Dear Members of the House Resources Committee,  

  

I write to express my strong support that the Legislature reappoint Marit Carlson-Van Dort to the 

Alaska Board of Fisheries. I am an attorney with the Anchorage law firm Landye Bennett 

Blumstein LLP, and I represent the Chignik Intertribal Coalition, an organization comprised of the 

five federally-recognized Tribes within the Chignik Region: Ivanof Bay, Perryville, Chignik, Chignik 

Lagoon, and Chignik Lake. I have worked with the CIC at a number of Board meetings, and can 

confirm from first-hand experience that Ms. Carlson-Van Dort is an excellent Board member and 

a crucial asset to the continued viability of all fisheries in Alaska. 

  

Ms. Carlson-Van Dort is eminently qualified to be reappointed as a member of the Board of 

Fisheries. Since her initial appointment to the Board in 2019, Marit Carlson-Van Dort has 

repeatedly demonstrated her understanding of the heavy responsibility that comes with serving 

on the Board of Fish. Her ability to weigh all sides of the many complex issues that come before 

the Board and make well-reasoned yet difficult decisions is a valuable asset for the State of 

Alaska.  Her background in resources management and commercial fishing combined with her 

academic training in conservation biology and fisheries science equips her with a wealth of 

knowledge and expertise and the ability to think critically and weigh important information that is 

essential to a successful and diligent Board.  

  

Before voting, Ms. Carlson-Van Dort seeks to understand the impacts of proposals upon all 

stakeholders, including subsistence, sport, and commercial fishers – as a good Board Member 

should do. She understands and reviews the science behind all proposals and believes in 

sustained yield management principles, which is crucial to the health and well-being of Alaska’s 

fishing industry. 

  



I am aware of vigorous opposition to Ms. Carlson-Van Dort’s reappointment from a minority of 

commercial stakeholders from Kodiak who are displeased with a decision made by the Board in 

January 2020 that changed the regulations for the Cape Igvak commercial sockeye fishery. Those 

changes, long overdue, were necessary to ensure that management of that fishery was consistent 

with sustained yield – a constitutional requirement for fisheries management.  

  

The reasons advanced in opposition to her reappointment are untruthful and without merit. First, 

many of these “reasons” focus upon alleged conflicts of interest presented by her extended 

family’s interests in commercial fisheries throughout Alaska. The Alaska Department of Law has, 

on multiple occasions, conducted a thorough evaluation of Ms. Carlson-Van Dort’s disclosures, 

and has routinely concluded that she is in full compliance with the Executive Branch Ethics Act. 

If you doubt those conclusions, I suggest you contact the Dept. of Law directly. Second, that a 

member of the Board of Fisheries has extended family members who are also commercial and 

subsistence fishery stakeholders is nothing new in Alaska. Indeed, many, if not all, other Board 

members and nominees are in the same boat, so to speak, with respect to family and professional 

connections to the fisheries they regulate. It would be unprecedented for the Legislature to 

consider such relationships as disqualifying an appointee. Indeed, it would likely doom the 

Legislature’s ability to confirm qualified applicants in the future. 

  

Ms. Carlson-Van Dort is a smart and experienced Alaska Native woman and leader. She seeks 

out and listens to all stakeholder opinions and perspectives – in particular, those held by Alaska’s 

tribes and tribal organizations. Her service on the Board of Fisheries is an asset to Alaska. Please 

vote to confirm her renomination. 

  

Sincerely,  

  

Anna C. Crary 

Greetings:  

 

I am a third-generation Kodiak seine permit holder. I am 33 years old and have 

been a part of Kodiak’s salmon fishery for nearly 25 years. It is mine and my 

family’s livelihood and primary source of income. We all depend heavily on the 

well-constructed management plan for Kodiak. I am deeply troubled by Marit 

Carlson Van-Dort’s nomination to the Board of Fisheries. She should not even be 

considered, as she has conflict of interest that should prevent it. It is very evident 

she has a strong bias against Kodiak commercial salmon fishermen, and has 

intentions to dismantle our tried and true management plan that has been 

considerate to all fishermen and fisheries. I view her as a threat to everything I & 



my family have worked so hard for over the years. Not just a threat to us, but all 

Kodiak commercial fishermen who depend on the salmon fishery here. I am very 

opposed to Marit Carlson Van-Dort’s nomination and ask that she please be 

replaced with someone unbiased towards all fishing areas.  

 

Thank you,  

Michelle Rittenhouse  

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Margaret Schroeder 

Hello,  my name is Shawna Rittenhouse. I'm a second generation seiner in Kodiak. I've been 

seining in Kodiak for 45 years. Its my main source of income. My whole family fishes Kodiak, and 

also depend on it as their main source of income. Marit Carlson Van-Dort should not even be on 

the Board  of Fisheries as she has conflict of interest that should prevent it. It is very evident she 

has strong bias against Kodiak Commercial salmon fishermen. I'm very strongly against her 



being a Board member, and ask that she please be replaced with someone unbiased towards all 

fishing areas.     Thank you,          Shawna Rittenhouse 

Dear Joint Resource Committee 
  

I am writing you in regards to the nomination to the Board of Fish of Marit Carlson Van-Dort 

that you will be considering. I strongly oppose her reappointment to the Board of Fish.  
  

In the Board of Fish meeting in Kodiak in January of 2020, it became very clear that she arrived 

with a closed mind and a deeply rooted bias against Kodiak and in favor of Chignik.  She 

repeatedly showed her favoritism to her home in Chignik and manipulated the meeting to get 

more fish to Chignik at the expense of Kodiak’s historic fisheries. She repeatedly discounted the 

unbiased information the ADF&G biologists gave her about the two fisheries, and instead 

focused solely on favoring Chignik and her many family members who fish there. It was 

sickening and disheartening that, though given multiple opportunities to excuse herself from 

decisions in which she had a blatant conflict of interest, she chose to remain in order to benefit 

Chignik. 
  

For these reasons and many more, I am today strongly objecting to Marit Carlson Van-Dort’s re-

appointment. 
  

Please reject her and her unethical practices. 
  

Nicholas Hoffman 

Captain, F/V Relentless 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 



with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Fannie Dock 

Representative Geran Tarr, Chair House Fisheries 
State Capital Room 126 
Juneau, AK 99801 
  
Representative Josiah Patkotak, Chair House Resources 
State Capital Room 102 
Juneau, AK 99801 
  
Dear Members of the House Fisheries and House Resource Committee, 
 
I am Melvin Larsen fro Sand Point, Alaska where I am a longtime Area M fisherman.  
 
I do not support the confirmation of Marit Carson Van-Dort to the Alaska Board of 
Fish. Me. Van-Dort’s actions in the past year have been reckless and damaging to 
Alaska’s fisheries. Marit does not appear to understand the fisheries nor pay 
attention to the science of which millions were spent on. 
 
I do support the confirmation of John Jensen and Abe Williams. John and Abe are 
fisherman who understand the business. 
 
Melvin Larsen  
Sand Point, Alaska  
Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 



fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
rob macnaughton 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 



marilyn dougher 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Patrick Gallagher 
Lake Placid, NY 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 



willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
John Gale 
Essex, MA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Philip Young 
Burr Ridge, IL 



Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Laredo Rich 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  



 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
MICHAEL TUOHEY 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Coxe 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 



The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephen Stone 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  



 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rick Luttmann 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. We need representation without this conflict of interest. 
 
Sincerely, 
Liz Dean 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 



recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Racheali Feller 

Re: Opposition Marit Carlson-Van Dort Alaska Board of Fish 

 

Dear Members of the House Fisheries and House Resource Committees, 

 

The Area M Seiners Association strongly opposes the appointment of Marit Carlson-Can Dort to the 

Alaska Board of Fish.   

 

During her time on the Board, Ms. Carlson-Van Dort has significantly leaned towards the sport fish 

sector.  She has voted against proposals that could benefit commercial fisherman.  In 2019, she voted to 

support proposals that solely benefitted Chignik commercial fishermen.  We believe that there is a 

conflict of interest; she sided with the local Corporation, of which she is president, as well as having a 

family member transfer a permit so that she would not “technically” have an economic conflict of 

interest. 

 

Given the board make up at this time, we believe that the board currently is unbalanced and leans 

toward the Anchorage area as well as sports fishing, leaving commercial fishermen unrepresented. 

 

Sincerely, 

 



Kiley Thompson 

President 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
john french 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 



rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Karen Procter 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
E. James Nedeau 
Muskegon, MI 



Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly Schermerhorn 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  



 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Angela Ferrari 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Talia Lawrence 
Seattle, WA 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   



 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian Kraft 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 



with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Diane Wessing 

Dear Alaska House Resources Committee, 
 
We are writing to express our significant concerns about Mr. Abe Williams’ nomination to the Board of 
Fisheries by Governor Dunleavy, and to encourage the Legislature to reject his nomination.   
 
The role of the Board of Fish is  conserving and developing Alaska’s fisheries and confirmation of Mr. 
Williams would call into question the Board’s ability to responsibly manage Bristol Bay fisheries.  
 
Mr. Williams has spent much of his career working to promote the proposed Pebble mine, which risks 
severe impacts to the sustainability and profitability of one of our state’s most important fisheries. In 
recent years he has filed a lawsuit funded by the Pebble Limited Partnership against fellow commercial 
fishermen, consistently mischaracterized the overwhelming views of commercial fishermen and local 
communities from the region on the proposed mine, and testified dozens of times in support of 
developing the project despite the fact that it would permanently destroy between 105-300 miles of 
rivers and streams in the region. His long-standing commitment to the proposed Pebble mine and 
willingness to cast aside the undeniable harm it would cause to the local fisheries raise grave concerns 
and unresolvable conflicts with his ability to fulfill the responsibilities of the Board to conserve and 
develop Alaska’s fisheries.  
 
Bristol Bay has maintained near constant representation on the Board of Fish for 40 years. Replacing a 
board member in good standing who represents both the State’s largest salmon fishery and rural Alaska 
with an active advocate for the Pebble Mine flies in the face of the values and priorities the Board of 
Fish is mandated to represent.  
 
 We urge the legislature to reject the nomination and encourage the Governor to find a more suitable 
candidate that has the faith of fishermen in fulfilling the Board’s important role in managing our 
fisheries. 
 
Sincerely, 
Renee Blake 

My name is Sally Rittenhouse and I am a third generation Kodiak seiner. I’ve fished my 
entire life on this island, working in my family’s seine operation since I was 10-years-old. 
Last year, for the first time, I ran my own seine boat. Kodiak’s fishery is my means of 
survival and income and I would like to see it continue to thrive for fishermen like me 
who are beginning their own fishing operation.  
Marit Carlson Van-Dort is a danger to the Kodiak fisheries and future generations of 
Kodiak fishermen for her biased perspective. I find it hard to understand how an 



individual like Ms. Van-Dort is still on the BOF when she is clearly within a conflict of 
interest. Chignik’s determined agenda to limit, restrict, even shut down our Kodiak 
fishery entirely is only furthered by Ms. Van-Dort’s presence on the BOF. I am fully 
against her remaining on the BOF and urge that she be replaced by someone unbiased 
toward Kodiak’s historical fishery. Agendas and conflict of interest have no place on the 
BOF.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Sally Rittenhouse 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Andy Hall and I’m a 58-year resident of Alaska. I have been a Cook Inlet 

East Side Setnetter since 1982 and I currently operate a setnet site south of the 

Kasilof River with my wife and two kids. I am writing to express my opposition to the 

confirmation of Marit Carlson Van-Dort to the Alaska Board of Fisheries. 

While I am concerned about her reported actions during the Kodiak meeting, I did 

not attend or listen to that meeting. 

I did attend the 2020 Upper Cook Inlet meeting and I saw her act in ways that do not 

reflect the impartiality I would like to see in a member of the Alaska Board of 

Fisheries. First, I was disturbed by her blind adherence to proposals and positions 

advanced by the Kenai River Sportfishing Association. In particular, KRSA’s proposal 

to create an OEG for the late run Kenai River king salmon, effectively raising the large 

king goal to 15,000, and the KRSA proposal to significantly increase the in-river 

sockeye goal. 

None of the commercial fishers who engaged with Ms. Carlson Van-Dort supported 

either proposal. Opposition to both proposals was supported by ADF&G data. Except 

for the freelance biologists employed by KRSA, no fishery biologists in attendance 

supported either of the proposals. Despite that, Ms. Carlson Van-Dort voted in favor 

of both, assuring their passage. Her actions appeared to be in direct alignment with 

the wishes of KRSA. 

Because of the politically-motivated and scientifically-unjustified action that raised 

the late run King goal, Cook Inlet’s East Side setnet fishery was shut down early in 

2020, causing an economic disaster for fishing families, and sending millions of 

pounds of unharvested sockeye into the Kenai River, overwhelming its spawning 

beds. 



Recent actions by the members of the Alaska BOF, the majority of whom live in 

southcentral or interior Alaska, show a profound disconnect with, and 

misunderstanding of, the importance of the commercial fishing industry to the 

economies and people of Alaska’s coastal communities. 

Please reject Ms. Carlson Van-Dort for the Board of Fisheries, Alaska can do better. 

  

Andy Hall 

Eagle River, Alaska 

Dear senators and representatives,  

 

Marit Carlson Van-Dort. Ms. Carlson Van-Dort has proven to be biased against the commercial fishing 

industry.  

 

At the Upper Cook Inlet meeting in 2020, Ms. Carlson-Van Dort did not provide valid justification for her 

support of sportfish proposals over comfish. It appeared as though she had come to the meeting with 

her mind already made up how she was going to vote. 

 

Many commercial fishermen have expressed frustration that she will not engage with them, and when 

she does engage, she is complacent and appears sympathetic to their concerns, yet votes against them 

with no justification. 

 

In Kodiak, Ms. Carlson-Van Dort voted strictly for Chignik fishermen that are also shareholders and 

directors of the Chignik Village Corporation, Far West, Inc. of which she is President. 

 

Ms. Carlson-Van Dort, with the help of a first cousin that had submitted several proposals to the Board, 

encouraged her uncle to transfer his Chignik salmon permit a couple of weeks before the Board meeting 

so that she did not technically have an economic conflict of interest and could vote in favor of her 

cousin’s proposals, hurting Kodiak fishermen. 

 

At the Kodiak meeting, in comments regarding the board’s action, she read comments obviously written 

by a third party and said on the record “we” indicating her and Chignik rather than speaking as a board 

of fish member. 



 

Ms. Carlson-Van Dort should be replaced with a non-biased, open-minded board member- not a sport 

advocate pretending to be a commercial fishing supporter. 

 

I have also attached the UAF opposition letter for your convenience. Thank you for your time. 

 

Dustin Connor  

Petersburg, AK  

Dear Representative Edgmon,  

  

I write to express my strong support for Marit Carlson-Van Dort to be reappointed to the Alaska 

Board of Fisheries. I am an attorney with the Anchorage law firm Landye Bennett Blumstein LLP, 

and I represent the Chignik Intertribal Coalition, an organization comprised of the five federally-

recognized Tribes within the Chignik Region: Ivanof Bay, Perryville, Chignik, Chignik Lagoon, and 

Chignik Lake. I have worked with the CIC at a number of Board meetings, and can confirm from 

first-hand experience that Ms. Carlson-Van Dort is an excellent Board member and a crucial asset 

to the continued viability of all fisheries in Alaska. 

  

Ms. Carlson-Van Dort is eminently qualified to be reappointed as a member of the Board of 

Fisheries. Since her initial appointment to the Board in 2019, Marit Carlson-Van Dort has 

repeatedly demonstrated her understanding of the heavy responsibility that comes with serving 

on the Board of Fish. Her ability to weigh all sides of the many complex issues that come before 

the Board and make well-reasoned yet difficult decisions is a valuable asset for the State of 

Alaska.  Her background in resources management and commercial fishing combined with her 

academic training in conservation biology and fisheries science equips her with a wealth of 

knowledge and expertise and the ability to think critically and weigh important information that is 

essential to a successful and diligent Board.  

  

Before voting, Ms. Carlson-Van Dort seeks to understand the impacts of proposals upon all 

stakeholders, including subsistence, sport, and commercial fishers – as a good Board Member 

should do. She understands and reviews the science behind all proposals and believes in 

sustained yield management principles, which is crucial to the health and well-being of Alaska’s 

fishing industry. 

  

I am aware of vigorous opposition to Ms. Carlson-Van Dort’s reappointment from a minority of 

commercial stakeholders from Kodiak who are displeased with a decision made by the Board in 

January 2020 that changed the regulations for the Cape Igvak commercial sockeye fishery. Those 



changes, long overdue, were necessary to ensure that management of that fishery was consistent 

with sustained yield – a constitutional requirement for fisheries management.  

  

The reasons advanced in opposition to her reappointment are without merit. First, many of these 

“reasons” focus upon alleged conflicts of interest presented by her extended family’s interests in 

commercial fisheries throughout Alaska. The Alaska Department of Law has, on multiple 

occasions, conducted a thorough evaluation of Ms. Carlson-Van Dort’s disclosures, and has 

routinely concluded that she is in full compliance with the Executive Branch Ethics Act. If you 

doubt those conclusions, I suggest you contact Aaron Peterson at the Dept. of Law directly. 

Second, that a member of the Board of Fisheries has extended family members who are also 

commercial and subsistence fishery stakeholders is nothing new in Alaska. Indeed, many, if not 

all, other Board members and nominees are in the same boat, so to speak, with respect to family 

and professional connections to the fisheries they regulate. It would be unprecedented for the 

Legislature to consider such relationships as disqualifying an appointee - especially when those 

relationships have been vigorously examined by the Dept. of Law and have been identified as not 

presenting an ethical issue. Indeed, adopting such a stringent - and unfair - standard would likely 

doom the Legislature’s ability to confirm qualified applicants in the future. 

  

Ms. Carlson-Van Dort is a smart and experienced Alaska Native woman and leader. She seeks 

out and listens to all stakeholder opinions and perspectives – in particular, those held by Alaska’s 

tribes and tribal organizations. Her service on the Board of Fisheries is an asset to Alaska. Please 

vote to confirm her renomination. 

  

Sincerely,  

  

Anna C. Crary 

Dear Representative Patkotak, 

 
 
I'm writing in support of Governor Dunleavy's nominees to the Board of Fisheries: Marit Carlson-Van 
Dort, John Wood, John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. As a person who loves to fish in 
Alaska, it's important to me that the people responsible for managing and allocating fish represent all 
Alaskans fairly. The Governor's nominees come from diverse backgrounds and have expertise in fisheries 
across the state. I believe these nominees will serve Alaskans well. 
 
Ms. Mitchell brings to the board a new and fresh perspective that I think will serve Alaska well. Her 
familiarity with Alaska’s fisheries as a professional guide is an important perspective, which deserves 
representation. Her position with the University as an economist will also influence her decision-making 
process when it comes to the core goal of the Board - to conserve and develop the fishery. 
 



The Governor's nominees are all hard-working Alaskans, and each of them has experience in Alaska's 
diverse fisheries. I look forward to the balanced and thoughtful perspectives they’ll bring to Alaska’s 
fisheries management. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to Alaska. I hope you'll join me in supporting the 
nominees to the Board of Fisheries and cast your vote to confirm Marit Carlson-Van Dort, John Wood, 
John Jensen, McKenzie Mitchell, and Abe Williams. 

  

Scott Glover 

 

 

 


