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March   12,   2021   

  
  

Senator   Elvi   Gray-Jackson   
State   Capitol   Room   417   
Juneau,   Alaska   99801   

  
RE:   Le�er   of   Support   for   Senate   Bill   80   

  
Dear   Senator   Gray-Jackson:     

  
The   Na�onal   Associa�on   of   Social   Workers   (NASW)   –   Alaska   Chapter   enthusias�cally   endorses   the   
passage   of   SB   80,   “Public   Schools:   Mental   Health   Educa�on.”     

  
The   burden   of   mental   illness   in   Alaska   con�nues   to   grow   and   the   s�gma   associated   with   mental   illness   
presents   barriers   to   care   and   to   services.    Mental   illness   not   only   impacts   individuals   but   is   a   public   
health   issue   that   also   affects   families   and   communi�es.    Despite   the   movement   towards   mental   health   
awareness,   many   gaps   s�ll   exist   for   those   suffering   with   mental   illness.    The   inclusion   of   mental   health   in   
the   K-12   school   curriculum   will   go   a   long   way   toward   closing   this   gap.    Educa�on   is   an   effec�ve   way   of   
reducing   the   s�gma   and   barriers   that   surround   mental   health.    Educa�ng   our   students   on   mental   health   
will   empower   them   to   reach   out   for   services   earlier,   which   has   been   shown   to   improve   outcomes.     

  
Social   workers   are   one   of   the   largest   providers   of   mental   health   services   in   the   United   States   and   both   
the   NASW   and   NASW-AK   are   commi�ed   to   spreading   awareness   and   understanding   of   mental   health   
needs.    Therefore,   the   board   of   the   Na�onal   Associa�on   of   Social   Workers   –   Alaska   Chapter   strongly   
supports   this   bill.   

  
Thank   you   for   your   careful   considera�on   of   this   very   important   legisla�on.   

  
Most   Respec�ully,   

  
Nina   Corbe�,   MSW,   LCSW-NC   
Na�onal   Associa�on   of   Social   Workers   
Alaska   Chapter   President   

  

…the   power   of   social   work   


