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March 11, 2021 
 
Alaska State Legislature 
House Transportation Committee  
The Honorable Grier Hopkins, Chair 
State Capitol Room 208 
Juneau, AK  99801 
 
Subject: HB 104, Motor Fuels Tax Support  
 
Honorable Chair and House Transportation Members,  
 
DOWL is a longtime Alaska company - our founder, Lewis Dickinson, started his engineering 
business in his garage in Anchorage in 1962. Since then, we have grown around the state with 
three Alaska offices (Anchorage, Juneau, and Fairbanks) and expanded to the Lower 48 states 
with offices in Arizona, Colorado, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming.  
 
While we are not ones to typically support tax increases, a reasonable fuel tax increase as 
outlined in HB 104 is timely and needed. Some of the most compelling reasons include: 
 

• It’s been more than 50 years since an increase has been seen 
• Alaskans’ per capita income has gone up nearly 11 times in 50 years  
• We have the lowest tax rate on highway and marine fuel of any state 
• The State of Alaska has a $264.5M deferred maintenance backlog 
• This tax could help pay for maintenance and leave federal dollars for expansion projects 

 
We could enumerate all the other reasons for supporting it with facts and figures, but the 
committee has already heard those in well-researched and conceived presentations. We simply 
want you to know that DOWL's 17 Alaska-based owners are asking you to support this bill to 
update Alaska’s motor fuel tax structure and provide much-needed funding for maintenance. 
 
Sincerely, 
DOWL 
 

     
Monica Bradbury     LaQuita Chmielowski, PE, LEED AP 
Marketing Manager     Senior Land Use Planning Manager 
Anchorage, AK     Palmer, AK 
 

     
 
Aaron Christie, PE, PMP    Bradley Doggett, PE, LEED AP 
Senior Project Manager    Senior Civil Engineer 
Anchorage, AK     Anchorage, AK  
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Kristen Hansen     Naomi Hobbs, PE 
Environmental Practice Leader   Transportation Manager 
Anchorage, AK      Juneau, AK 

      
Gary Jenkins, PE     Kelly Kilpatrick, PE 
Senior Transportation Engineer   Project Manager 
Fairbanks, AK      Anchorage, AK 
 
        
 
Bradley Melocik, PE, PH    Chase Nelson, PE 
Senior Water Resources Manager   Civil Engineer 
Anchorage, AK     Fairbanks, AK  

   
Steve Noble, PE, PTOE    Keri Nutter, CPG 
Transportation Practice Lead    Geosciences Manager    
Anchorage, AK     Anchorage, AK  

     
Jennifer Payne     Rachel Steer  
Chief Marketing Officer     Chief Administrative Officer  
Anchorage, AK     Anchorage, AK  

      
A. Willie Stoll, PLS, CFedS     Eric Voorhees, PE 
Survey Sub-Practice Leader     Civil & Construction Manager  
Anchorage, AK     Anchorage, AK 

 
Renee Whitesell, PTP 
Senior Project Manager 
Anchorage, AK   
 
c:  Transportation Committee Members: Rep. Ivy Sponholz; Rep. Harriet Drummond; Rep. Sara Hannan; Rep. Tom 
McKay; Rep. Kevin McCabe; Rep. Mike Cronk  


