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SPONSOR STATEMENT

SJR14
“Proposing an amendment to the constitution of the state of Alaska relating to
actions upon veto.”

SJR 14 lowers the threshold for overriding the governor’s veto of appropriations
to two-thirds of the membership of the legislature. This sets the standard for
veto overrides of approprations in line with the existing threshold for non-
appropriation vetoes and mirrors the majority of other states in the nation.

The Constitution of Alaska gives the governor more power than any other state.
He appoints his cabinet, the Attorney General, Boards and Commissions, Judges
and the Board of Regents and appoints two members of the redistricting board.
Few state constitutions grant as much authornity to the governor as Alaska does.
This 1s because most of the other constitutions were written with a history of
tyrannical or corrupt executives in mind.

Alaska 1s the only state or territory in the United States that requires three-fourths
of the legislature’s membership vote to override appropriation bill vetoes.

It 1s essential that the constitutionally granted separation of powers between
legislative and executive branches be beneficially rebalanced.



