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Every Alaskan Counts

Statewide, nonpartisan group 

of Alaskan businesses, 

nonprofits, governments, and 

tribal organizations that share 

the same goal: help ensure an 

accurate count of all Alaskans
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The 2020 Census began on 

January 21 in Toksook Bay.
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Why the Census 
matters for Alaska

• Determines federal funding 

allocations for 70+ local 

programs in Alaska

• Organizations across sectors 

rely on accurate census data 

to make strategic 

investments

$3.2
BILLION

Every Alaskan Counts

of annual federal funding allocations 

within Alaska are determined by 

census data
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The census affects all Alaskans.

Every Alaskan Counts

Dollars
Census data determine 

funding for everything from 

public safety and roads to 

housing and healthcare.

Democracy
Census data affects the drawing 

of legislative districts and 

enforcement of voting and civil 

rights laws.

Data
Census data help organizations 

across the state and across 

sectors plan and invest.
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The census 
affects Alaska’s 
economy.

https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/economic-census/guidance/data-
uses.html
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Threats to an accurate count in 2020

Every Alaskan Counts

Distrust
- Suspicion of government

- Confidentiality and privacy concerns

Language barriers
- Over 100 languages spoken in Anchorage households

- Census Bureau will only translate into 12 non-English languages (none Alaska Native)

Barriers to connectivity
- 2020 Census will be the first to push online responses
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Alaska Counts is an education initiative to ensure every person in Alaska knows:

The Census is 

confidential.

The Census is critical

for our communities.

The Census is easy 

to complete.
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Alaska Counts Strategy

- Working with partners 

across the state

- Direct communications

- Outreach & mini-grants

- Translating materials
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Alaska Counts Communications

- P.O. box mailers

- Radio PSAs

- Video PSAs

- Print & digital ads
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Alaska Counts Outreach

- Statewide events

- Partner engagement

- Mini-grant 

opportunity
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Alaska Counts 

Language Access

- Building trust

- Reaching hard-to-

count communities
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Language convening 
and cross-cultural 
dialogues 

Anchorage, AK
December 2019
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Alaska Native Language Resources
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Alaska Native Language PSAs
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World languages materials
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Trusted voices matter

Trusted local voices will make the 

difference in 2020.

You know your neighbors and your 

community—and can work to 

engage local partners and voices 

around the 2020 Census.
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- Visit alaskacounts.org to sign up for census updates

- Use the materials on alaskacounts.org to write your constituent newsletters, 
blog posts, social media, and other outreach

- Connect with the local Complete Count Committee in your region

- Be a strong and consistent voice about the importance of the census

- Share the mini-grant opportunity with organizations in your district

- Take and complete the Census Champion Checklist

Every Alaskan Counts

Specific ways to get involved as a legislator and staff
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- Consider teaming up to write a bipartisan letter to the editor with a fellow 
legislator 

- Bring census materials to your constituent and caucus meetings

- Include the census in your newsletter updates to constituents from now 
until Census Day

- Talk to your friends, family, colleagues, and constituents about the 
importance of being counted
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More ways to get involved as a legislator and staff
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Know how and when your 
community will be counted

https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/?latlng=62.29068,-152.38054&z=5&query=coordinates::66.23146,-146.77734&promotedfeaturetype=states&arp=arpRaceEthnicity&layers=htccontinentalzoom4,hawaii,alaska,hardest to count (htc) tracts in the nation,2020 census initial contact,tribal lands,major roads,counties&infotab=info-contacttypes&filterQuery=false
https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/?latlng=62.29068,-152.38054&z=5&query=coordinates::66.23146,-146.77734&promotedfeaturetype=states&arp=arpRaceEthnicity&layers=htccontinentalzoom4,hawaii,alaska,hardest to count (htc) tracts in the nation,2020 census initial contact,tribal lands,major roads,counties&infotab=info-contacttypes&filterQuery=false
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10 questions. 
10 minutes. 
10 years of impact. 
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Visit alaskacounts.org for more information.
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http://www.alaskacounts.org/

