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A snapshot of our Behavioral Health System
Mental Health and Drug and Alcohol Treatment Providers:
Committed professionals doing good work but struggling to keep up.

Treatment Works & Recovery is Possible. Click HERE to listen to Sharon’s 
journey of living with and overcoming her addiction to opioids.

http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/HealthPlanning/Documents/scorecard/2018_MHT_Scorecard_full.pdf
https://alaskamentalhealthtrust.org/beneficiaries/alaskans/


UPDATE ON 
MEDICAID 

REFORM & 
IMPACT ON 

BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH

o Senate Bill 74 was signed into law in 2016.

o The bill contained many behavioral health system reforms.

 Authorization for the state to pursue an 1115 
Medicaid waiver with CMS to improve access to 
earlier intervention and community recovery support.

- Substance Abuse Waiver services started July 2019
- Mental Health Waiver services have not started yet

 Authorization to contract with an Administrative 
Services Organization (ASO) to manage the 
behavioral health system of care

- ASO scheduled to launch next month



SUCCESS OF 
REFORM 
EFFORTS 
DEPENDS ON…

 Predictable, sustainable operational funding 
and programs and policies

- It’s difficult to plan with added uncertainty

 Start-up capital to fund the system changes

- Everything from work that needs to be done 
with updates to our billing systems and medical 
records for better care and required quality 
data reporting to transforming our outreach 
and clinical delivery 

- We are anticipating some guidance with the 
Division of Behavioral Health’s soon to be 
released Gap Analysis 

 Transparency, Communication, Collaboration
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