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17 July 2019

House Finance Committee
State Legislators

Thank you for listening to Alaskan's concerns on current budget cuts.

My name is Carrie Topp. | was born and raised in Fairbanks. My parents came in the early 70s because of the
University. They loved the community and stayed to raise a family. | had many opportunities as a child. | was in the
Fairbanks Children's Choir. | learned life skills through 4-H (leadership, record keeping, money management, public
speaking, community service, etc.). | was involved in the Fairbanks Shakespeare Theatre. My parents saved our PFDs for
education. | went to UAF and met my husband there. We both credit our jobs in Alaska on skills and contacts from UAF.
Because we both love Alaska and the opportunities in Fairbanks we decided to raise our family here, with the idea that
they might also attend UA and be a part of Alaska's future.

Alaska will no longer be a good place to live with current line item vetoes and the following drastic cuts to important
state programs (The University of Alaska, Early Childhood education, K-12 education, Performance Scholarships, the
State Arts Council, Homeless services for adults and children, Assistance for the Elderly, etc.) Cuts to UA will cause
campus closures, thousands of jobs and many programs will be lost, students and faculty will leave and many that might
choose to come to Alaska will go elsewhere. The Cooperative Extension Service will close and no longer develop future
leaders through 4-H. Educational opportunities in arts and sciences will be gone. Cuts to UA and the State Arts Council
will lose hundreds of millions of grant dollars that might be brought into Alaska through federal match dollars. Jobs will
be lost and people will leave for better opportunities elsewhere. Homelessness will increase. People will literally die
without shelter, food, and heat.

We need to make the oil companies pay more to take our resources. Alaskans should not lose everything that makes
this state a good place to live in order to get a PFD. The PFD should be modest and not controlled by the governor. We
need a long term plan for the future, not a single large payout.

If the current budget cuts stand my family may need to look elsewhere for our kids future. My children and the
children of my friends and neighbors need educational opportunities. The elders in our communities need help to buy
medicine, food, and heating. We all need the arts to lift us and bring us together as a community, we all know how long
and dark the winter is. We can't afford to be the only state without an Arts Council. All of these things together make
Alaska a great place to live.

Please save the future of Alaska so that my family, and my friends and neighbors can keep living in the State we love.
Please pass CSHB2001.

Thank you, Sincerely,

Carrie Topp
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Karisse Ackerman

From: Angela Schmidt <angelaschmidt.ak@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:11 PM

To: LIO Fairbanks

Subject: Committee Substitute for House Bill 2001 (CSHB2001)

Dear members of the House Finance Committee,

Thank you for your all your hard work and sacrifices during this very dynamic and stressful time. | do NOT support the
governor's vetoes, and ask that you restore funding to areas that have been cut. The legislature advanced a very well
thought out and workable budget plan to the governor prior to his vetoes - please restore that budget. | believe a
moderate PFD of $900 to $1,500 is wholly acceptable.

It is imperative to restore funding to the University of Alaska as soon as possible. The university is an enormous
economic engine that brings millions of federal dollars into our communities. It attracts the best and brightest here with
their families to live in and contribute to Alaska. It provides an avenue for the youth of Alaska to develop their aptitudes
and to live their fullest lives. It serves as a factory of ideas for diversifying our economy. Cutting funding to this
institution is cynical and short-sighted and will have detrimental effects that will last for generations.

This current crisis is a political crisis - not a budget crisis. We do not need to slash and burn all that makes life meaningful
within the next two weeks. We as Alaskans must tighten our belts and work together to build a future that continues to
be bright, despite declining oil revenues. | believe the legislature’s proposed budget (prior to the governor’s vetoes)
would allow us to do that. Please restore funding to those levels. It is imperative if this state is to continue.

With respect,
Angela Schmidt
413 Cowles
Fairbanks, AK

(24-year resident of Alaska, current University of Alaska Fairbanks employee and part owner of private businesses in
Fairbanks and Palmer) '

Angela Schmidt

MillerSchmidt, LLC & The Music Room
POB 750160

Fairbanks, AK 99775

(907) 978-1409
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Subject: HB 2001 “ { ,—?l ( C( F;B/(

hean (}6 —
Dear house finance committee members,

Please support HB 2001 and restore the funding vetoed by the governor. The governors reckless actions put the
economy of the state in jeopardy. It rewards his extremist supporters at the expense of the rest of the state.

His gutting of the university will make it impossible to get a quality education in Alaska. It also puts $140 million dollars a
year in federal research grants from the Geophysical Institute at risk. Established by congress in 1946, the geophysical
institute is a huge economic engine for the state. Putting that funding at risk is simply economic vandalism and must be
stopped. Similarly, Alaskans recognized the need for the ferry system long before anyone received a PFD. That need still
exists.

At a time when the state is rich enough to be giving away money it is inexcusable to to be cutting vital services.
Sincerely,

Jeff

Jeffrey L Rothman

2279 Franklin st.

Fairbanks, AK 99709
ilrothman44@gmail.com
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House Finance Committee Testimony

Good afternoon, committee members. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on the
future of our great state. My name is Brenda Riley and | am a life-long Alaskan, an alum and
supporter of UAF.

In my role as the Executive Director of the United Way of the Tanana Valley, it is my job to raise
money to provide funding to health and social service nonprofits operating in our community. |
have the privilege of seeing the work that our partner agencies do every day for every member
of this community. It breaks my heart to see that a sudden collapse of our most vulnerable
community members’ safety net is just around the corner. The impacts of these cuts will be
visible in every area of our town.

The United Way has a motto. United We Win. | firmly believe in that and support a culture of
philanthropy to support nonprofits. When | realized that the governor's expectation is that private
citizens and corporate donors will fill the gap that has suddenly been created by these vetoes, |
wanted to yell. While we Alaskans are well known for our generosity, we know that this gap
cannot be filled by private donations. We know that the state support and investment into its
citizens is absolutely crucial to the well-being of our entire community. We cannot do this alone.

Please support and pass HB 2001. Please continue to fight for what is right for ALL of the
citizens of Alaska.

A ided Wt’uj O‘F Tanana \/b‘»][(’j / FNSEBD
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Governor Dunleavy created a political budget crisis over the amount of the PFD
handout. You, the Legislature, passed a budget that provides cuts at the same
time preserving the fabric of our society while ensuring a $1600 per person PFD.
It is a good budget. Governor Dunleavy’s insistence on a $3000 PFD is a
distraction with the real goal, pulled from the Americans for Prosperity’s
playbook, to do away with government. Look at Kansas and Wisconsin. They
don’t care about our education system, our university, our village’s fuel costs, our
seniors, our health care. They promote a mean spirited greedy Alaska. Don’t
accept that and put the vetoed money back into the budget as called for by
Representative Neal Foster.
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Date:
To:

Anne Hanley hanleyanne@me com ‘ r’
My testimony 5..0

July 17, 2019 at 3:30 PM
HouseFinance@akleg gov

Greetings House Finance Committee,

Never in all the 43 years | have been an Alaska resident have I felt so threatened and so disheartened.
There is no budget crisis here. There is a crisis of confidence. We, unlike any other state, have $65 billion
dollars in the bank, the corpus of our Permanent Fund. We have options to deal with the downward trend
of oil prices: Reinstitute an income tax and/or other forms of taxation; reduce or eliminate the Permanent
Fund Dividend which was a nice perk when we could afford it, but has always been a handout;
restructure oil taxes so oil companies pay pay their fair share. These are all reasonable measures which,
working together with an efficient state government, can keep us spending within our means.

There is no need to dismantle state government in order to pass out free money. No one in the state has
earned that dividend. The intention to share the wealth was a good one back in the early 1970’s, but the
people who thought up the idea of the Permanent Fund intended it to be mainly for supporting State
government when needed. We need it now and we should use it for the purpose for which it was intended.

Crippling Alaska’s economic drivers is the worst idea. A friend who is a research scientist at UAF asked:
“When I’m applying for a grant and I come to the ‘facilities’ section meant be a statement of all the
resources my university brings to the project, what am I going to write? I could have the most innovative
idea in the world, but having nothing but caretaker support from my university puts me at a great
disadvantage.”

Remember that the first research pointing to climate change was done at UAF (polar ice cores and tree
rings) and UA has been a leader in the field of climate change ever since. Are we going to just throw that
all away? The Governor has abolished the Climate Change Panel. Where are we going to get the
information we need to make plans to mitigate the effects of climate change?

I urge you to reintroduce funding for UA and the social services networks that connect us. If there’s one
think this fake crisis has shown me is that when you start pulling threads out of our social network,
everything starts to break down. We’ve spent over 40 years with the state, federal government, non-
profits and volunteers all working to build things up. All the major business and civic leaders, educators,
spokespersons, former governors that I’ve heard have said going into debt and dismantling state
government services to pay out a $3,000 handout to every person in the state will deal us a blow it will
take decades to recover from. Governor Dunleavey has remained “unavailable” to refute these predictions
or to tell us his plan.

Don’t let this debacle happen on your watch. Put your differences aside. Red line the vetoes; reduce or
eliminate the Permanent Fund handout. Save our State.

Sincerely,

Anne Hanley

1469 Goshawk Ln.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
907-479-4671
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