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| have spoken before at hearings on the effects of the disastrous budget, and it
seems that we are getting nowhere.

So | am speaking again, hoping that perhaps this time our voices will make a
difference.

My jobs for 40 years in Alaska have included Anchorage school psychologist,
head start trainer, UAA instructor of education classes and student teachers,
and executive director of the Alaska Association of Student Governments.

That last job was quite a challenge, discussing hard topics with student leaders
from all over the state. And it still is a challenge and extremely rewarding and
thought-provoking. | continue to have dialogue with these students who are now
more than 10 years out of high school.

While working with the student leaders as high schoolers, they chose to address
suicide prevention through school discussions, workshops, and even producing
a film. Why do | mention this? These leaders recognized that everyone needs a
helping hand at some time in their lives, and organizations (groups of people
working together with resources and determination) can make a positive
difference.

A few weeks ago | got a note from a student from Kotzebue who was in student
government. She had been a genius student in science, and went to school for
biology, but she just graduated from Columbia with a Masters in Social Work.
Her note said that her work in suicide prevention taught her how important
caring for others is, and now she will be working in communities around her
home town providing mental health assistance.

| have dialogues with other students. One facebook message from a past
student

just this morning said that the budget cuts will hurt people who need help, but
they will get over it. My response is but at what cost to human life.

With all the wealth in our state, why do we question the value of helping others?
the value of education? The value of services to give a person a leg up?

Many of my friends do good works in their communities. They donate time,
energy, and money to help others. We are part of the state, and all of us make
difference together, to keep people safe, to keep people fed, to help children live
a successful life.

That is my message.
| hope it gets through this time.
Carol Waters carolwaters1946@gmail.com 229-0652 10300 Hillside Dr., Anch




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE [INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: _A\\i%{/\ U\\@ﬂgl'/

REPRESENTING:

BILL#/ SUBJECT: E WAL &&Mm e

COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: __L|1D
e pood 4o ot & (EO Mot s ug]g@g@b&/

Ou'\gl ﬁ,JI'fms f;v ot SR LR /f’gg@agg& E;‘f:!gz‘cﬁ' )
«@\0 e ﬁ/(?,x/lﬂ/l/ﬂ wae. 9/ am 9

'/‘\-_',.@——H’UJLL'

T b sl papk e, Whes. | watde Sha Ak
o Lcataon A co i 4 Q0 Jhe




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: C/\{\{ \S%\Q\\*C{
— LS T
BILL#/ SUBJECT: H%Zub\

COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: q ,J 1S ‘QO\C]

B oM onE UMD\ S0 L e \-\Mni& Mot e
PreviAagioy T W (600 et @ hedikaaun Wt Db+
Lot HESC \syplss e DOV WO Sy B Tnor RENYT
ok oVl \\DNL'LA—_(-{-:. G{lﬂ)lﬁ'ﬁ@b né &LU\ 7ohuA 700 s p n Wbt P‘{& S
2o (515 X T et SaniUb Gty w0 Tolicnp. D (fanke T
Mo (b 4 L SN A stovsciss D G TRTs  iaog HE TS papy
(A5 Poluwsts Ve BN _Consumags MC U T (Revwoat A A
Ergpgeom, e PO ( pasumacgee T O owo, W Pl Hioan xc
15601 oL Btieme W (0 | el 1 fg) \ Heaow
S T A Coepny - g LN ast ((Lamke ¥azs PoeD (06 W Qwyg
G MsE s 1 Shtutesivy Yut Baes Jptnk, Medr Mot
T \\ﬁw\m\-@L\“.%_g LN B et 7 V@_ Evermaiz (£ g( it
m-' 'G{J\-'O\w(_—- Vo1 Q\ o (W | ‘




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: GElLa WNE

REPRESENTING: AR T
ACCH — AY STRTE. (DNCIL ON THE ALTS

BILL#/ SUBJECT:
COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: " 1.15-19
Tovay e AL SIWRE comels on e AETS CLOSED ,

We aze wal e ONUY STATE  wimbour AN ARTS
AEEA M

The MAYES Mo FerAL SeMSE. . AL BN INTo TE
SPATE. 2.2 mullon POUARS £20M OUTSDE.  SaRCES,

Topst Foute. Wil A0 (mEER. owe. 1 Bt STaE.

Ao omre's  (NTRIBUMEN 1S JUZT AR § 700,000 A
NEAR . Aot — Theo MAvps M0 RSCAL SENSE . it 1s

| 2R[Z SPonABLE 3{ DAMALII O .

Cuppoibr—anever, Peane M (e ¢ VEFD T

AV omve lowal oN TR N




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: §‘—'t*\ch\ _—[T\(W?_S

REPRESENTING:

piLts/ sussec: (27 D
COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: O7 ) /S5 /19
/VO Oheg, haq UPfL Yoy Talk  ahaut  The State

of Alaska_ Wate ‘_m] thewe 35 o f oF TT.
+ Qm @ ﬁ)f‘ The_ f)qA 1] dedied . '
That euvery  0neo Q’OHQP \ﬂf‘n]f aﬁg%m,%@d:__
Pleuw CJ’D ,h-'g-! }l\e&lrﬂr‘@, h}]\ X }'\&}) he Jeh vetoed e
,_L.‘f' IS T.}mp May mﬂo O AR f)‘bb p

=ty Qqm C?m}ﬁj" WV/ ;@://

j'li’ (Fl’:b hPO;-)aS ﬁ }'\t F‘C\frj il'}'k\ ‘ﬁdd{v
= Koy Sy r/’»n?” Eape ‘ﬂ’luf\"j AP w/w‘ We  gpe A;g,m»

how o
720 ﬁra%ulal o W h On the P:ED

PED B M no rowm Y the gt expories off shle

50V‘9»’7\m9;r3fr :
APk Pas5ag@ s SRYl I{)ﬁoflﬁ have been l&wwj The, Sife

l’\&(‘muJ(, &) H'\P (_‘K“\IW\P .




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-011 1/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY
NAME: <a*‘e/m e @M‘cju
REPRESENTING: ,d.o,fz}t/ o HB 2eo)
BILL#/ SUBJECT: DFD ned _ess ertral) sevrv cog—
COMMITTEE &
HEARING DATE: __ Q%,.‘ 5,20(9

:[ ‘5_"—""’“~E/OA-~-K < C Bunafee, é)—-#")tr? (/%'-Mcj cfS = -—fﬂt’c)

o mpe r s urnats Opp e wicls tensversi¥ey
/’LL«* Hl Servicegq -, POnt—po va— ‘14—::7" %‘;‘,,M@,u_, ‘-’"’*ﬂ"*/fj
NKN A/M-/Qkof\zzééf—j L‘M—ﬂ{/: V\}o&aa_ﬁip—a ‘

gfffw'ﬁ‘“cc@ QS\é—fW‘CM arE }']&nu.(:/ Saf(“‘é') &I ’/‘Lcu? 2re -

¢f§’ﬂ C—-:-(—j %W _s'}e.ﬂbh&g,,ﬂ ,/@ms-/ 5%5/\6 well /Jc}nj .
U v o

.—TL‘A f'Fp - _Z/ 5‘#&4&, e Conrafe Gl %ugﬁbé Q‘VL
“he cComomle well bevk of o sYHTE i fo b Fulare

W Do lenced aaFemale T sV is o stble e -

PFD 15 qven wi 1Lt in waril - Fifo00, E500,

W*Lth¢'~egf 9(—/ cu e Q,QC)MTS Yl % ﬂM,gMM Ny

J{S—é/x%d/ LLS'/e—Lf)V/‘CM O ’

,1 & nn /:J—G—'(ffﬁv\—(/ [f/(fh(.av/r(f é) 7&0 1601/@71,;;,'3» Ve }érj

ok T Kape ¢ preee, ¥ jnplae TR Meo<)'s Lo Yo
crcore VT 5y 5Tl boo = b d oo 1R S

fw feels & qéu ‘l(u.p&f\fi.ff' f,xw V}[_@)%;’ e _effcufﬁ@.@

§tffw‘cm U/Lefc/ n aoc/ xe Wg ﬂfe/dn 24 %J 74’/% Jgj o> J,-% ce .




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE [NFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-2.69-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: MQO\M M%ﬁdﬂ
REPRESENTING: Musel lews leans

BILL#/ SUBJECT: HB 200‘
COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE:,{UL/\‘:)\S/I,_,/

lcace. do_not fond a 43,000 Awidend. This would
banlenpt  owurf otrte and comen a4 e cost of
and He care

OWnA %’\7;4-62.) Lytvre, OUr ECONOMMU,
of ouc vulhnuable ?o?ulla-hsn,

Pleace rectore fonding foc all of ot States
essential el -

T arew Up \/\e(e', @mduwl:kof —stx ASDs Secvie ﬁg\n S nok.

T Ynand o w’ﬁﬂﬂ;ﬁ_&&wcf
wWhat Hhase vefres will rmean for educahan, ercmir. |
‘ ' vand and

os

homellessness, and economey 1n : ; \
»d house hontin . o e  moket Lol




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-01 | 1/ phone, 907-26

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: N l‘Cz\/LCLQ/l on
REPRESENTING:W"' 2] K
BILL#/SUBJECT:MS / br/&léf-'{'

COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: 7 [q = |

E G Mm ‘F/{ 'FUH nol/ V S¢ S/é)/m)

(V\,QEEI\CM\_XL SEE C”W’C’E h"é@ szS-_ Eu‘b/:‘c

S Ay




TIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

ANCHORAGE LEGISLA
Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 9(7-269-0229/fax
WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: M @fs §C,_C_Q”€(:(—

REPRESENTING: 7 e + —( Som (S -@g M/V\?N/
700/ | Brise (34y

BILL#/ SUBJECT: /

COMMITTEE & p {}iuy@e

wuAA

(U ) —
HEARING DATE: gﬂ% (S




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: ARWDIU  HALL
REPRESENTING: _ SELE
Ly sustecT: o 200!

COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: 7= /5~ 220/ 7
p s P THES B/ A [T IS P RehsouABLA
Aok AwD D LLOCHTES THE JfdeOME TN
AUl 0/l BoErls (K RAAS LA M A 2 Peritzcne T
T sl o Oul. COBLIMBI Sz LA Y
Qe d SERUCES )




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: Ch r:wj, L bk.)es“{? ij,_

REPRESENTING: S/

BILL#/ SUBJECT: HB Qoo MH oot Fjmonce Corm .
COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: 7-15 —1/9

u_)d?r.u{zf(

I S%&;@Hf HB 2o00| ’ W/Lt‘f-‘/tfvgﬂt# atl s~
fﬂ#ftjwrv‘—t o w«'{/gﬁp ,ﬂf'a{, ey Ao stoone
o~ ;»—*fh&—&—«iﬁ*—f—»e T see dtuo so owte Pei
r;/'{_. b f15¢ 6l jolre FH L st K W Fee
s nting budect withoeust Aht pusfut yelos

l//tafé ;,_,:éx_'»(, ,{4_:_9/1_25‘ oLl Md—oko—w.} S ot prrece K
putit. A o otters . Theo M«WL#@@/W&?—
Jo shiare (ot e atl Fbe o toguls, ool fre< tego




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: Mmﬁ Wj %‘M@W‘J

REPRESENTING: M\‘l) ( L L\ X \ S
BILL#/ SUBJECT: ]/u.u\&,t'w ses g f !)M) ﬁ\%w’\’t/

COMMITTEE & () /

HEARING DATE: lh{;"-\
/L QAN 2 [6)/\,«:;_ *L\\.L\.L— P\\fo NN Q\L()é‘)ﬁ.'\_ ,%P\L_&W_/

—“Y#N%*WL\W\& QA tchion L’waxﬁm S A LWQ&R\@
\.l<£ AR \

J\}-—v\jL\”\M...-. 69 \ﬂ'fﬂﬂ Dy — D\ J«:\.L*&QAV‘*—,—: JM \G\L
Y

)

M%U\@% {AQ)‘\:\ 2 Qs
an b, 9. mate \\mw e:w,,.ama\h s T W

<Suskin O~ D claidnan \n’\u \N—D—z‘OM \LL\-L L"’I'Zvjkfuw

\"L\LL W\ A—;,\M fr’h (""f?) [wv\L ‘2; = 1!...5.11/\--‘=D (D P SN &
M&M—/ Ca LS g U ot “{r‘\ %thf\ru&_, ’\Dxd,l'&m :

/(L_u DFD WL an o VA~ \\0/‘“)-\ o kd el canfit—
!T\ro-* (((nenrg Ny Ao V)f*-""“i)\-"'\)h\""\\n“v A )Y\-&& c})’bj"k ’_Yleodv\naba,
\L\,\L ‘h? W A> {“Lnt\; GL\ L\;m.w‘uf\x \W@&L\“\(‘ﬁu "Lh‘h'egc?’ﬂw
L,\\uwlﬂwx- T EUNNVIOSN-» Azen PED pemd g
e ’t»‘* o AQa R M\» gr’ﬂ/tmwpé_ s |)»ca\ fas esf ‘fwj‘

E&AWACD\\“H\”V\ ol \Q\Q el Mo OO, bt GUO~—
R e A ik N0 fiee MIAs s . 5\144%(&:*%&_9_&% Now Jasea—

K_»CCLN‘\ MQ,L \*Q NN C»L‘L!xm \ﬂ/uﬁ Cﬁy\!\\*ﬁ ::-U\!\M_\Am Qo B7
Bt

i

(Rt iy D %\S&\WQW&. MAM Denyg L\W M S
\\&\\M\w CA\VYE %S{&e@’*\fv




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: &é—fﬂé{jp Yan
REPRESENTING: M%

BILL#/ SUBJECT: p_’c"’s/'u/é’ 'A{x'nl{ﬂj{

COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: 7//§/ 19

J
J

f /?d 4d }LH’)‘?}?;JU'/Z 1y r/zi’ .7/5’—1;»(,-(/(&,9 %-{}f /"6/ - ¢1
She  PFD Hr S g e ntaul purt o Hei~ 150
AT lm 791&/ / /42 W~ Sl V7 Widaa Y el Las A YL ppo 73 /é/%'i
to o de  Gunlit e atrirn Opputunlfre) 4 d
/'i{'r";pf"k’ LS o~ UJ)LV = Al poe; 4 /;;:’ f{/;it_{;é Qc'.‘-( LDl e lé{,__
wembers . Firtn / “m---:f.f;;,,.q (-f wihe  Eiad sl b 5
g:/pr’f-gf we Adrre oA /d /"!:h-fnc,( /aouf [/ 178 M ey ‘/A( ~ PED
. 4 g N, "
Lpth ol o wvedd ot bhove Ao ,,.},L;,;, e )

o b M ;’MA vrent= gloe S

_77’ 1S _par  vTORAL! by /rA; a ) '/‘?-/,,,)unj 74, %Ae sl
('7‘/ “fff{% vl "’Wé(-( fa 0w’ éc;'}/nm unr.%_ /4]/_1 ﬂ-@( //%/‘ggfg
but A Stync | ace _ald o £ s
« K 7 _
B o= i gheilden, - oal gt .mj px. c’pt l ouf‘ {1__/,&,‘(} __owr pod,

77 .
oA vaw.-|u$ pur & hsts  ow pu‘(& el
. 7 7

(_g( N CALSE EV\ .

2

oy A
?wbl;c _SULDJI ‘/’“-CL‘/
prof b

F2 yen” Alosban



ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: / (A (O

i -
REPRESENTING: g 4‘@ l] é‘—g( .\ Cl

BILL#/ SUBJECT: '
COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: _

_SoavICOS. , /['Z«ue
ML ffw?_ﬁ( g~ Yreaa .
gy Sawe _ [Ives— [1veg AL Py Who [ive

m_ Alagka o A hu;h%/m ’/\élff)LLﬁﬁﬂéi—’—-
[ hoanes e leane S oA p CSS

#&gﬁa’_méwm o Wt .
M_)[A y hinr wé, (o ké{-;;&’ = lugﬁev y P~
Dn Froee 1o need. Wt ane 307 L desl

71)!" MM{ lm.f,; ()/(_))4424 o L ﬁﬂﬁl{i{ A o




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: :_BDWW { &B(Q‘ééew
REPRESENTING: S&rﬂ/{& WS U Sl —

aiLLt/ SUBIECT: Y \H ) OO\
COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: [~ (S — (4

W ) a
\SL{ (4 mr‘.*r—"l"\ }'\L% 260 bP.Cy_(“C,e 1 H((-l‘—’lé/\" POV (<
A’ A 5cw£ Q[a/‘ x(f' vt C,&,n[ c o U A i-c/gxlém : lLoweles < aﬂ{@gfﬁmucji

wdt [ N&{ G bepdico  eachy ela.:.«,aizgv— l/a.,mjl_ Pl presew S popecia /T

oninr bonalite adWedicaid . TH's fue Lrc” Maskars
Mﬂwtﬁ/‘}m So e fﬁLzFfez Hicouse. ncomme oc sales g .
T Oind  peally weoung o kiir»{—frﬁ%& ot Jotlou

By ol Codety . T Leaw fumdieds toce fléﬁf—?e_.
o Snlreets fvzéé'afﬁc ) e CAr j M~ Zt,ugc. Vedo i ove
aud lpwt tecu o-8ats Srove fl iz cocy ehucoslon.
TP \IEJc,c wank whet i< éﬁéﬁ" -%w14¥¢§}<4. wos
M@%Mq«f/ reestoce dpewe Gt s o _pec Vi porable.
ﬂf;‘}{au_(cr#/)z&_. ki JA&MM —eprly damﬁzwﬂi)f Mﬂ;&wﬁ(
W S louiledth chebloce, g
W@O\fam_m\é (elees are cmmeca] _and 1nlwnesie
TL appeas —tle Epfeno— -%WK@, Jo. (gt Aicstade Hra

voede ¥ oud didele cioaptlioe pe Apesns dgre Wit
B fle wegrtes al <t codd v Ao Joy Togis lefece
o O Iice o1 Gpiihug bedait J_ 4

0 3 Y]

/



ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY
NAME: KQV*\‘W S a
REPRESENTING: o \f

BILL#/ SUBJECT:
COMMITTEE &

HEARING DATE: ”f'/ 15 ] 14

Res .PCL:.“['\A}LV\ N Y \W:\,
[/Ub“{/(_) [U*—z ; j wau\& (‘\v‘l p W j PFD AD

ET N a i W+ iolesend  fsydu st
§\r€“;} wlol ﬂ}/_ﬁ' - fm\ﬁ pHrs “Hon
c‘h\\ NEL "'h/\Q rr)dn%\(%' BN (hoo ¢
é*w oD, be (adse ¥ lae. TWs
W - Tos  owrced  abogt  ap lwdble

pof ulprous C e Jlr dind L0 vt — Ad
LMUL(L'\I/\_L - \‘l/‘ Uwv éd/;-»ﬂ ]/'C%\QS PQ OD(L
La_(mjh#v@\ ol cd!  ria amd 2N 4}()

Ny (eJCa)Uurw“\ Al $e/ \j. Cly T
t,\ogé{_‘“iﬁo M}ﬁ.& nwumaue lhwes 0\/
EP- ’ (o [€ W, but i Ca,uﬁ

wlkie w I Sep vl oA 7

\r\;‘J'- oD [g souitts for AN L/\Qc\jh/
Solar DowesS L yiolgmce ,  Specih

ﬂxucdww
Taals K \Ie-k/\,\;"\‘—‘a\),




ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

Email: Anchorage.lio@akleg.gov 907-269-0111/ phone, 907-269-0229/fax

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: &i%&)o e U Smidn

REPRESENTING: W02 50vK inteassted v WWAM T \QA
BILL#/ SUBJECT: TN %Bu(f_\qg#)'Tw@uc\qﬁ E:S &Q-ng()k JWL& @fﬁ

COMMITTEE &
HEARING DATE: i7/ lS/Z 0 1A
The W i MT 'DJLM(\‘ WA, M’LVLD\J—J {1}%\\\{\(\ (AE 5 o0t

%[ ol L\ o 't\{uf-‘t‘{\uj \\Qz_n‘x vbﬂléﬁ‘f\&)u@dzﬂ(_‘,(umb LY
Our Stk T_‘r\ 3(‘0:0\ \H«\Q_J;s_, A\ SV an dw( YorsS
SeRWe. 0uC moDu_ i Commapassion weloun e
P(\CXDVC\,L\. 4 15\)\1“-\’51(}1\"(‘3“9\

+o Lot D [)lﬁc‘}li\l\f\’\ n( A Wh‘m)m’r“\u




As a citizen of Alaska, I ask you to think of the
long-term future of our state. The governor's
vetoes hurt that future. It iseasy to destroy
things, but much harder to build them back up.
The cuts to education are so enormous, that their
effects will last a lifetime. They will drive the
best and brightest students out of the state, most
to never return. They will drive businesses fo
other states where they can find educated
workers. I have two children in master's degree
programs at UAA, one in Geology and the other in
Social Work. T want them to be able to finish
their degrees and to get good jobs afterwards in
Alaska. The governor's vetoes directly hurt them.
Please act to protect the future of all Alaskans.
Thank you.
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07-15-2019 ANHB Testimony Presented by Verné Boerner, ANHB President and CEO

Dear Committee Members, the Alaska Native Health Board is providing testimony on HB 2001
and the restoration of funds to the State Budget. We support the full restoration of funds to
the State Budget which were vetoed by the Governor. The Legislature met and considered the
Governor’'s amended budget, and with unparalleled public input, passed a budget which
reflected the will of Alaskans and which was measured and feasible. The restoration of those
funding levels will ensure that Alaskans and the programs they depend on have a sound fiscal
footing for the years ahead.

Legislators should come together to finish the budget and courageously stand up for the people
of Alaska against unilateral, unmeasured cuts. The Medicaid program sustained the second
highest budget cut after the University System. Cutting the Medicaid budget impacts the
services and care quality that Alaskans receive. The vetoes to the Medicaid and Medicaid Adult
Enhanced Dental Budgets particularly weigh on the Alaska Native community. Alaska’s
Medicaid program is a critical component of the Alaska Tribal Health System (ATHS), and
Medicaid expenditures spent on Alaska Natives and American Indians receiving care through
the ATHS is budget neutral to the state as Medicaid dollars are fully reimbursed to the State.

The ATHS is a true system of care, comprised of the voluntary agreements of 30 tribes and
tribal health organizations (THOs). It is the most comprehensive health system in the state and
one of the most comprehensive health systems in the country, and is critical to the Alaska
Public Health System. Any adverse impact to the ATHS reduces the State of Alaska’s (SOA)
ability to meet the health care needs of Alaskans across the state. Especially our most rural and
vulnerable Alaskans.

Alaska’s Medicaid program now covers over 215,000 Alaskans, over 50,000 of whom are
covered by Medicaid Expansion.! The Governor’s vetoes have cut an additional $50 million to
Medicaid Services, bringing the total cut to the program to $120.2 million. This cut remains
unallocated, making the assessment of its impact on federal matching funds difficult, but we
expect the amount of total funding lost to at least double. This does not include the
elimination of the Medicaid Adult Enhanced Dental Program, another $27 million in state and
federal funding cut, which has stripped patients of important preventative care, forcing
providers to turn away patients due to Medicaid authorization rejections. We are only
beginning to understand the economic impacts of these Medicaid vetoes, currently estimated
at a loss of 890 jobs.?

The Dept. of Health & Social Services (DHSS) is moving forward with development of an 1115
Medicaid Waiver that will produce further cuts to the State’s Medicaid coverage. Without
releasing a tax-payer funded feasibility study, an RFP released by the SOA seeks a Senior
Advisor for reforms which include work requirements, shifting beneficiaries to the Marketplace,

1 Alaska DHSS Medicaid Dashboard, June 2019. (http://dhss.alaska.gov/healthyalaska/pages/dashboard.aspx)
2 Guettabi, M. and N. Klouda, July 2019. “Economic Impacts of the Vetoes on the Alaska Economy.”

(https://pubs.iseralaska.org/media/e580ab78-2777-4cf6-a7€9-3030948c74d6/2019_07_08-
EconomiclmpactsOfVetoes.pdf)




07-15-2019 ANHB Testimony Presented by Verné Boerner, ANHB President and CEO

and block grants.>* Block grants are known to reduce access to scarce resources and to
eliminate entire categories of covered populations. This has not been done before ina
Medicaid program, and Alaskans should not be the Governor’s test of this pilot program which
will reduce access to critical health care coverage.

Therefore, we support legislators to restore funding to the State Budget which will ensure that
Alaskans continue to receive federal matching dollars that help Alaskans and which are vital to
the Alaskan economy.

3Alaska DHSS, May 2019. Informal Request For Proposals.
(https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePuincNotices/Notices/Attachment.aspx?id=117657)
4 Alaska Department of Administration, July 2019. Request For Proposals.
(https://aws.state.ak.us/On|inePub|icNotices/Notices/Attachment.aspx?id=118313)
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