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March 19, 2019

Honorable L & C Committee Members
Alaska State House of Representatives
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: HB 30 Worker Compensation Amendment on Death Cases and PPI Injuries

Dear Honorable Representatives;

Your support for passage of HB 30 would protect families of Alaskan workers
killed on the job and also help Alaskan workers suffering permanent injuries. Thus,

we would graciously appreciate your support for HB 30.

Specifically, this Bill corrects the embarrassing neglect of prior Legislatures for
Death cases wherein the worker was single, yet had dependent grandchildren, parents,
or siblings. For over 40 years- since 1968 — this Death benefit has languished at the
insulting $20K for the loss of human life. Sadly, a number of Alaska families have been
subject to this insulting statute. For example, the families of Alaskans such 1). Kerry
Brookman killed while working for our AKRR by an avalanche, 2). Tyler Kahle a
construction worker killed in Nome, and 3). Anchorage Laborer Samuel Rey Damn killed

by a truck - sadly received this outdated, substandard $20k for the death on the job!

And even worse, after Abigail Caudle was killed on the job in Anchorage, the
existing Worker Comp statute was used to provide the family zero-no compensation
whatsoever-- for their daughter’s death. [See Alaska Work Comp Appeals Com’n, Decision
No. 215 (2015). That Decision deferred responsibility to the Alaska Legislature to address

this tragedy. See footnote 32. Let us be responsible and protect such families.

® 7220



Secondly, HB 30 also corrects an outdated statute that unfairly impacts Alaskans disabled from
workplace accidents. Specifically, the Worker compensation amount for a Permanent Disability in A.S.
23.30.190 has not been adjusted since the year 2000~ and thus has eroded by inflation! Your HB 30 Bill

rightly corrects this inequity for injured Alaskans.

We appreciate your legislative work for Alaska families!

Sincerely;

A e
e L
Kevin Dougherty -~
General Counsel
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Alaska Filing Activity

Voluntary Loss Cost and Assigned Risk Rate Changes

-2.6% -2.7%

-3.7% -3.7%

1/1/2016 5/1/2016* 1/1/2017 1/1/2018 1/1/2019
Pending
B Voluntary m| Assigned Risk

*Law-only filing
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Workplace Deaths in Alaska

Long-term decline in fatalities continues

fisheries make it especially dependent on

boats and aicraft. Alaska has one of the The number of job fatalities in 2012 was also
nation’s largest commercial fishing industries, and ~ down from the prior year, but because of the
commuter and air taxi operators are the main link  state’s relatively small labor force, a change from

ﬁ laska’s size, remoteness, and abundant Down by two-thirds since 1992

to much of the state, transporting people, cargo, the prior year is unlikely to signal a trend. With
and mail to more than 250 off-road villages. This such small numbers of annual deaths, a single ac-
means Alaska’s workers often face different haz- cident might claim numerous lives at once, spik-
ards than in the rest of the United States. ing the overall death rate for that year. However,

looking at the totals over time shows a long-term
Alaska’s working conditions have become safer decline. (See Exhibits 1 and 3.)

overall than they were two decades ago, with
2012’s fatalities roughly a third of what they were ~ During 2012, 30 work-related deaths were re-

in 1992, the first year these cases were recorded. corded in Alaska, down from 38 in 2011. National
Alaska’s rates have also declined relative to the fatalities declined about 7 percent over the same
U.S. rates over the past 20 years. period, from 4,693 deaths to 4,383.

Workplace Deaths Decline Over Two Decades
Alaska, by cause, 1992 to 2012

100

90 | | Other
_: LI Violence
80 !
| E Falls/crushed/caught

B Transportation accidents

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Sources: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; and U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics
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