ADVISORY BOARD ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE
ALASKA MENTAL HEALTH BOARD
431 NORTH FRANKLIN STREET, SUITE 203
JUNEAU, AK 99801
907-465-8920

March 25, 2019
The Honorable Peter A. Micciche
Alaska Senate
State Capitol Room 504
Juneau, AK 99801
RE: Senate Bill 52 - An Act Relating to Alcoholic Beverage Control
Dear Senator Micciche:
The Alaska Mental Health Board (AMHB) and the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (ABADA)
are the state agencies statutorily-charged with advising the Governor, the Legislature and related Departments in
the planning and coordinating of behavioral health services funded by the State of Alaska. The joint mission of
AMHB and ABADA is to advocate for programs and services that promote healthy, independent, and productive
Alaskans.
The Boards are in full support of Senate Bill 52 and thank you for your leadership on this effort. This bill is the
product of a seven-year process initiated by the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board to engage a diverse
group of more than 120 stakeholders across the state to determine how to improve the structure, organization,
specific policies and associated implementation issues in Title 4, Alaska’s statutes regarding regulation and
control of alcoholic beverages in the state.
Most of the current Title 4 provisions have not been updated since the 1980s. This systematic redraft of the chapter
will help the ABC Board carry out its mission by improving the public health and safety standards in a way that
promotes fair business practices. Our communities will benefit from this comprehensive package to ensure
licensees, the ABC Board and law enforcement are clear and consistent in their authority.
This package ensures that the ABC Board fairly represents the interests of all Alaskans and will be a leader in
alcohol education, policy and regulation. This bill will benefit businesses by making Title 4 easier to understand
and comply with, it will protect existing business investments and provide more flexibility for innovative business
models. This bill further protects youth by ensuring that the penalty for underage drinking does not jeopardize a
young person’s future, it provides youth an incentive to seek needed alcohol education or treatment, and it holds
adults who supply alcohol to youth more accountable.
Thank you for this opportunity to support and comment on SB52 and please contact me if you need additional
information.
Sincerely,

Beverly Schoonover
Acting Executive Director
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April 11, 2019
Alaska Children’s Trust
3201 C Street, Suite 110
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
To members of the Senate Labor and Commerce Committee:
Alaska Children’s Trust (ACT) supports the statewide effort to revise Title 4 of the Alaska Statutes regulating
alcoholic beverages. ACT is the statewide lead organization focused on child abuse and neglect. We are asking you
to support Senate Bill 52, introduced in February 2019, which would revise Title 4 of the Alaska Statutes regulating
alcohol beverages
As a member of the Recover Alaska steering committee, ACT recognizes the impact of the changes being
recommended to Senate Bill 52 supports Alaska’s efforts to ensuring our children grow up in safe, stable, and
nurturing homes. Alcohol is a major factor in the harms to many children and families in Alaska, including domestic
violence and child maltreatment. Having a well-regulated alcohol industry that understands and follows the laws is
part of the solution. The changes to Title 4 contained in this bill offer practical solutions for some of Alaska’s longstanding issues related to alcohol.
The proposed revisions in SB 52 are a comprehensive package of inter-related proposals to improve the overall
system of alcohol regulation in Alaska. They will:
•
•
•

Make Title 4 a clear and consistent framework used by licensees, the ABC Board and law enforcement
Increase effectiveness of Title 4 enforcement by improving the swiftness, proportionality and consistency of
penalties
Increase licensee accountability before the ABC Board for Title 4 violations.

This package ensures that the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board fairly represents the interests of all Alaskans and
will be a leader in alcohol education, policy and regulation. It will promote a fair business climate and protect public
health and safety by:
•
•
•

Creating a rational regulatory structure for Alaska’s alcohol licensing system
Limiting youth access to alcohol
Promoting responsible alcohol use and reduce the harms of overconsumption.

We all know alcohol takes a huge toll on Alaska families, and addiction can impact families through many
generations. SB 52 is just one part of the larger effort we can all support to reduce the devastating impacts of
alcohol on children and families across our state. Thank you for your efforts.
Sincerely,

Trevor J. Storrs
President and CEO

4/8/2019
State Capital Room 504
Juneau AK, 99801

Senator Micciche,
I am asking you to support Senate Bill 52, introduced in January 2019, which would revise Title 4 of the
Alaska Statutes regulating alcohol beverages. This bill is the product of a seven-year process initiated by
the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board to engage a diverse group of more than 120 stakeholders
across the state to determine how to improve the structure, organization, specific policies and associated
implementation issues in Title 4, Alaska’s statutes regarding regulation and control of alcoholic beverages
in the state.
Title 4 is recognized to be in many ways outdated, confusing or otherwise ineffective in carrying out the
intent of the statutes. Much of the chapter has not been updated since 1980. Over time, incremental
updates and changing trends have reduced the effectiveness of Title 4. This systematic redraft of Title 4
will help the ABC Board carry out its mission and will benefit organizations and individuals whose work,
community or business is affected by alcoholic beverage laws and regulations.
The proposed revisions in SB 52 are a comprehensive package of inter-related proposals to improve the
overall system of alcohol regulation in Alaska. They will:
• Make Title 4 a clear and consistent framework used by licensees, the ABC Board and law
enforcement
• Increase effectiveness of Title 4 enforcement by improving the swiftness, proportionality and
consistency of penalties
• Increase licensee accountability before the ABC Board for Title 4 violations.
This package ensures that the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board fairly represents the interests of all
Alaskans and will be a leader in alcohol education, policy and regulation. It will promote a fair business
climate and protect public health and safety by:
• Creating a rational regulatory structure for Alaska’s alcohol licensing system
• Limiting youth access to alcohol
• Promoting responsible alcohol use and reduce the harms of overconsumption.
I urge you to support the significant multi-year effort of this statewide stakeholder group by voting in
support of SB 52 and improving Title 4.
Sincerely,
Philip Licht
Executive Director
Set Free Alaska

PO Box 876741, Wasilla AK 99687 Phone: 907-373-4SFA
www.setfreealaska.org

