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Our Mission
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• To mobilize people and resources to ensure all Alaska 

children begin school ready to succeed

• How do we do it?

• Family engagement & parent education

• Community-based

• Research

• Collaboration

• Innovation



Resources & Outreach

• BestBeginningsAlaska.org, Facebook, YouTube, 
e-news

• Convening large and small groups
• Advocacy support
• Training and technical assistance to partners
• Activity guides and cards
• Innovative projects

– Babies on Track
– StoryTRACKS
– Parent Newsletter via email
–Alaska’s Imagination Library
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Books in the Home

• Just the mere presence of books profoundly 

impacts a child’s academic achievement. 

• Each additional book yields more “bang for 

your book” among the book-poor than among 

the book-rich.

• The greatest impact of book access occurs 

among the least educated and poorest families.
Research in Social Stratification and Mobility, 2010
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Imagination Library

• Age-appropriate, quality children’s books

• Free to families

• “Get the whole community involved in reading 

with children!”

• Family engagement

• Research results

• Numbers
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Why does it matter?
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• Reading regularly with young children 

stimulates optimal patterns of brain 

development and strengthens parent-child 

relationships at a critical time in child 

development, which, in turn, builds language, 

literacy, and social-emotional skills that last a 

lifetime. (American Academy of Pediatricians, 

2014)



State of Babies
Yearbook 2019

• Alaska’s high ranking in the Positive Early 

Learning Experiences domain primarily 

reflects that Alaska is in the Working 

Effectively tier for the percentages of parents 

who report reading or singing songs to their 

babies every day.
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Book Redistribution

• Undeliverable books returned – address 

changed if possible

• “Book Bundles” to children without direct 

access to Imagination Library

– More books to more children

– More Imagination Libraries
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On Behalf of the State…

A.S. 14.03.072 Early Literacy Information

• (b) …educate parents and guardians about the 

importance of early literacy…[through] a 

website that provides access to current 

research on early literacy, book 

recommendations, and vocabulary-building 

exercises.
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http://bestbeginningsalaska.org/


New Parent e-

Newsletter
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• Parent e-Newsletter

• 5,500 subscribers

• Statewide rollout to

Imagination Library

families

• Open to all families 

with young children



“In an era of tight government budgets…the real 
question is how to use the available funds wisely. 
The best evidence supports the policy prescription: 
invest in the very young.”

James J. Heckman, PhD

Nobel Laureate in Economic Sciences
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Abbe Hensley, Executive Director

ahensley@BestBeginningsAlaska.org

BestBeginningsAlaska.org

Best Beginnings on Facebook

mailto:ahensley@BestBeginningsAlaska.org

