












   

ACEH MISSION: PROVIDE DYNAMIC LEADERSHIP THAT UNITES OUR COMMUNITY TO BUILD AND SUSTAIN HOUSING AND SUPPORTS SYSTEMS TO MAKE 
HOMELESSNESS RARE, BRIEF AND ONE-TIME. 

Letter of Support: HSCMG Funds 

 

The Anchorage Coalition to End Homelessness (ACEH) serves as the Anchorage Area 

Continuum of Care (CoC) and homeless response system body.  As the Anchorage CoC, ACEH is 

responsible for preparing and submitting the annual community grant application to the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) which generates $4 million annually for ten 

homeless service providers in the Anchorage community. This funding is restricted and can only be 

used for specific purposes but provides important support for high-end solutions. Many of these 

providers use HUD funding in conjunction with HSCMG funding to offer a full spectrum of services 

and meet the needs of the most vulnerable members of our community.   

In 2018, nine programs in Anchorage received HSCMG funding for a total of $1.5 million.  

These programs provide services that prevent and alleviate challenges for those with serious mental 

or physical hardships.  HSCMG is one of the only funding streams to support operations for safety 

net services like basic shelter and food provision, including AWAIC, RurAL CAP, and Covenant 

House Alaska.  If HSCMG funding is eliminated, widespread social impacts would be experienced 

across the community as well as the services provided directly to recipients.  The elimination of 

HSCMG funded programs would result in more unsheltered homelessness, food insecurity, and a 

surge in the utilization of expensive emergency services.  The proposed budget cuts will ultimately 

result in state and municipal governments incurring greater costs through the elimination of 

prevention and early intervention services.    

ACEH believes in the work of our community partners and the positive impacts and services 

their clients and the broader community receive.  The loss of HSCMG funding will have immediate 

impacts on Anchorage’s most vulnerable through a drastic reduction or elimination of services 

including Brother Francis Shelter, Beans Cafe, and Food Bank of Alaska.  These services support 

those experiencing homelessness and prevent those at risk from entering homelessness.  ACEH’s 

vision that homelessness is a rare, brief and one-time event is only feasible through the work and 

dedication of our committed community partners whose programs and efforts are supported by and 

funded through HSCMG. Eliminating the HSCMG funding would negatively impact already at-risk 

citizens and have expensive ripple impacts throughout the community. ACEH is in support for the 

restoration of the HSCMG funds for our vulnerable populations and greater Anchorage community. 

Anchorage HSCMG Recipients  

Program FY19 HCSMG FY20 Proposed 

AWAIC $150,000 $ - 

Catholic Social Services $300,000 $ - 

Covenant House $150,000 $ - 

RurAL CAP $252,408 $ - 

Alaska Institute for Justice $150,000 $ - 

Alzheimer’s Resource of Alaska $50,000 $ - 

Bean’s Café $277,461 $ - 

Food Bank of Alaska $100,000 $ - 

Lutheran Social Services $100,000 $ - 

Total Impact $1,529,859 $ - 

 













 
 
 

 
Youth Engagement Center • Transitional Living • Street Outreach 

 
Opening Doors for Homeless Youth 

P.O. Box 100620 Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0620  (907) 272-1255  www.covenanthouseak.org  

 
 
March 13, 2019 
 
 
Representative Jennifer Johnston 
1500 W. Benson Blvd.  
Anchorage, AK 99503 
 
 
Dear Representative Johnston: 
 
I am writing in support of the restoration of funds for the Human Services Matching Grant. 

While we were relieved that behavioral and mental health services were not cut in the proposed 
budget, we are concerned that housing and homelessness services are being targeted. Covenant 
House Alaska (CHA) does not receive any behavioral health funding and relies on our partnerships 
with Southcentral Foundation and Volunteers of America to deliver those critical services to our 
youth. However, arguably the most considerable barriers to achieving and maintaining behavioral 
and mental health are housing instability and homelessness. A reduction in our ability to provide 
needed housing services puts an even heavier burden on our partners and other agencies who work to 
address Alaska’s crises in mental and behavioral health. Housing and behavioral health services go 
hand in hand, and rely strongly on each other to achieve health and wellness in broad terms for our 
community. 

The proposed changes to the social services budget will result in a minimum 14%, potentially 28% 
reduction in funding for CHA. Specifically, defunding the Human Services Community Matching 
Grant program would result in a reduction of $114,685 in funding for Covenant House Alaska 
during the 2020 fiscal year.  

With all our partners our services are being delivered, we have been making tangible, noticeable 
differences in our wider community. For instance, our national pilot program, the Youth 
Homelessness Demonstration Project, is now up and running. Our brand-new, mobile team of 
Permanency Navigators and Rapid Re-Housing staff are – for the first time – able to operate outside 
the limited roles of site-bound case workers. Youth are getting housed faster in environments that are 
best for their unique needs – and it is making a significant difference. We are now remaining 
connected with youth after they leave our services and progress in their lives with jobs or education, 
providing the kind of consistency and support that all young people need as they grow up. While we 
would never allow this budget reduction to force us to close our doors, it would absolutely stop the 
progress we are making in new innovations in services like these.   
 
Cuts to the Human Services Matching Grant and Homeless Assistance Program would directly 
impact our emergency services—services that immediately offer safe haven and keep youth engaged 
and knowing that they are cared for. The drastic cuts proposed would have a devastating ripple effect 
on all progress made.   
 



Furthermore, deep cuts to the social services budget would cost the state more in emergency medical 
visits, prison time, and add more stress on our already overburdened foster care system. In the past 
two years, 5,290 Alaskans utilized homelessness prevention services like shelters and social 
services. Of those, only 3.2% of those people returned to homelessness afterward, which means 
nearly 97% of them avoided homelessness and its calamitous side effects by getting the help they 
needed.  
 
For every young person who falls on hard times but does not end up on the streets, who instead goes 
on to become a productive, employed and fulfilled member of our community, there are countless 
saved costs and future benefits that cannot be quantified.  In order to keep our momentum in making 
sure every young Alaskan has what they need to thrive and grow into our next generation of Alaskan 
leaders, we strongly support and encourage the restoration of funds for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program to the FY20 state budget.  
 
I look forward to meeting with you and offering further education on the best forms of cost savings 
our state government has—it’s non-profits. 
 
 
Best wishes,  
 
 

 
 
Alison E. Kear 
Executive Director 
Covenant House Alaska 
Direct line: (907) 339-4203 
 













 

Arctic Alliance for People 745 7th Avenue, Fairbanks, AK 99701 nscfundalaska.org/AAP 

 

March 13, 2019 

Hon. Representative Jennifer Johnston, 

Alaska House of Representatives 

 

Dear Representative Johnston: 

 

On behalf of the Arctic Alliance for People and from one who has served on the Fairbanks North 

Star Borough Health and Social Services Commission for many years, I strongly urge the 

legislature to fund the Community Matching Grant program. Local agencies have a direct and 

positive impact on the lives of so many in need while saving the state in costs of these services. 

To eliminate this program, and so rapidly, is not only a breach of trust, but such action poses a 

sudden, unplanned and severe disruption to vital human services. 

 

It is counterintuitive to reduce legislatively-mandated support that ultimately increases costs to 

the state in providing health and public safety. The negative impacts of such actions should be 

carefully considered in terms of value. Is it worth reducing supports that prevent premature 

institutionalization of the elderly who could otherwise remain at home? What are the long-

term costs of weakening an already underfunded mental health system? How much will it cost 

the state to take up the safety net that the non-profit sector currently provides efficiently? In 

the North Star Borough, for every state dollar, local agencies leverage nearly twenty times that 

in additional funding and services.  

 

Some may argue that religious communities could take on the work the state subsidizes. They 

do not have the capacity to take on this large an enterprise. With the contraction of the state 

budget, corporate sponsorship would not be reliably consistent. The non-profit sector is the 

most effective way to invest in safeguarding public health and well-being, and they would find it 

extremely difficult to accomplish without a mechanism like the Community Matching Grant. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pete Pinney, Secretary/Treasurer 











Phone 907-451-9650               253 Romans Way Fairbanks Ak 99701 

 
 
March 13, 2019 
 
No Limits Inc 
        
From: Roscoe Britton 
 
To: Whom it may Concern 

 
This letter is in reference to and support of the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) that our agency receives from the Fairbanks North Star Borough. 
 
Our agency (No Limits Inc) operates the Southside Reentry Center, which is a Transitional 
Housing/Reentry program, is in full support for the restoration of the HSCMG funds. Without these 
funds, our agency would struggle to meet our mission statement: “The mission of the reentry center 
is to reduce recidivism through a highly structured program where individuals modify their 
behavior patterns that lead to criminal activities.” The individuals who enter our program are 
mostly beneficiaries of the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority (AMHTA) which are defined as 
(people with mental illness, people with developmental disabilities, people with chronic alcoholism 
and other substance related disorders, and people with traumatic brain injury resulting in 
permanent brain damage.) and fall under the definition of AS 47.75.060.  
 
The funding we receive as well as the other agencies that receive funding from this program are 
vital to the individuals we serve, for housing and supportive services, without these funds agencies 
would not adequately or competently be able to serve these individuals. The services our program 
provides are housing, supportive services (transportation, life skills, clothing, counseling, support 
groups, employment support, etc…). In the category of reentry No Limits Inc role is to help in the 
overall recidivism rate in the State of Alaska and the City of Fairbanks and to empower individuals 
to successfully transition back into the community and become productive members of the 
community as well as reuniting families. The ultimate goal we are trying to achieve with individuals 
is for them to gain permanent housing and to sustain that housing.   
 
Our agency, as well as the other agencies that get the HSCMG funding will be crippled, which would 
result with staff cutbacks and less services to provide to our participants. The result could mean 
potentially increasing the homeless situation in Fairbanks but most importantly sending a message 
to the individuals we serve, that there is no hope without having the necessary resources and services 
to help them to become successful in life. 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at (907) 451-9650. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 Roscoe Britton 
         Roscoe Britton                  
            Program Director 
 



From: cbfc@acsalaska.net
To: Caroline Schultz
Cc: Erin Shine
Subject: re: Community Matching Grant
Date: Tuesday, March 12, 2019 2:38:09 PM

Hello… as Operations Manager at The Carol H. Brice Family Center in Fairbanks, I strongly encourage
the legislature to reinstate, or even increase, the Community Matching Grant funds that Governor
Dunleavy has removed from the budget. The bang-for-the-buck it provides is a no-brainer.
 
Karl Greer, Operations Manager
The Carol H. Brice Family Center

mailto:Caroline.Schultz@akleg.gov
mailto:Erin.Shine@akleg.gov


From: bbrado@interioraids.org
To: Erin Shine
Cc: genet@gci.net; eholland@fnsb.us
Subject: Support for Human Services Community Matching Grant Restoration
Date: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 5:01:38 PM

Dear Representative Johnston,
 
I’m writing to express support for the restoration of the Human Services Community Matching
Grant. The $1,387,000 provided through the HSCMG is leveraged by the local required match to
become in excess of $1,800,000. Additionally, it is distributed through a rigorous local evaluation
process that identifies high priority community needs and targets basic human services as defined in
Alaska law.
 
The Fairbanks North Star Borough uses a competitive process to identify local private non-profit
agencies that provide services that "prevent or alleviate serious mental or physical hardship".  Please
consider restoring the HSCMG to the FY20 budget.
 
Sincerely,
 
Becca Brado
President, Arctic Alliance for People
Fairbanks, AK
(907) 987-2807 (Cell)

mailto:Erin.Shine@akleg.gov
mailto:genet@gci.net
mailto:eholland@fnsb.us


 

Arctic Alliance for People 745 7th Avenue, Fairbanks, AK 99701 nscfundalaska.org/AAP 

 

March 13, 2019 

Hon. Representative Jennifer Johnston, 

Alaska House of Representatives 

 

Dear Representative Johnston: 

 

On behalf of the Arctic Alliance for People and from one who has served on the Fairbanks North 

Star Borough Health and Social Services Commission for many years, I strongly urge the 

legislature to fund the Community Matching Grant program. Local agencies have a direct and 

positive impact on the lives of so many in need while saving the state in costs of these services. 

To eliminate this program, and so rapidly, is not only a breach of trust, but such action poses a 

sudden, unplanned and severe disruption to vital human services. 

 

It is counterintuitive to reduce legislatively-mandated support that ultimately increases costs to 

the state in providing health and public safety. The negative impacts of such actions should be 

carefully considered in terms of value. Is it worth reducing supports that prevent premature 

institutionalization of the elderly who could otherwise remain at home? What are the long-

term costs of weakening an already underfunded mental health system? How much will it cost 

the state to take up the safety net that the non-profit sector currently provides efficiently? In 

the North Star Borough, for every state dollar, local agencies leverage nearly twenty times that 

in additional funding and services.  

 

Some may argue that religious communities could take on the work the state subsidizes. They 

do not have the capacity to take on this large an enterprise. With the contraction of the state 

budget, corporate sponsorship would not be reliably consistent. The non-profit sector is the 

most effective way to invest in safeguarding public health and well-being, and they would find it 

extremely difficult to accomplish without a mechanism like the Community Matching Grant. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pete Pinney, Secretary/Treasurer 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Alaska Legal Services Corporation provided 176 people with legal assistance in areas of family law, health care, housing and 
income.   

 Alzheimer’s Disease Resource Agency served 1682 participants, including individuals diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or 
related dementia, family caregivers and professionals who care directly for individuals diagnosed.   

 American Lung Association in Alaska provided Fairbanks medical professionals with valuable CEU credits on issues crucial to 
identification and diagnosis of lung disease particular to the types of particulate matter found in the air in the FNSB area. 

  Big Brothers Big Sisters matched 66 children with trained adult mentors.  Mentors reduce a child's risk taking behaviors. 

  Boys & Girls Club provided a safe and fun place for 437 youth who participated in Clubhouse programs designed to improve 
academic success, character, leadership development & healthy lifestyles.   

 Fairbanks Community Food Bank provided 28,890 people with food boxes. 

 Interior AIDS Association provided substance abuse treatment for 93 people.    

 Interior Community Health Center provided affordable preventive and primary health care to over 900 individuals.   

 Literacy Council gave literacy services to 175 adults who attended classes & tutoring.  All English as a Second Language 
students improved their English proficiency. 

 Love Inc provided case management solutions to 860 families.  

 North Star Council on Aging provided meals to over 283 Seniors through the Meals on Wheels program. 

 No Limits provided services to 52 previously incarcerated individuals in facilitation of their reentry to the community. 

 RCPC Stevie’s Place family advocates served 502 children & caregivers, providing support such as crisis intervention and 
forensic medical services for the child and non-offending parent/caregiver during child maltreatment investigations.   

 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
State funds $274,182  

Borough funds $117,507  

Income generated by projects $631,246  

Other funds received by projects $2,365,869  

In-kind generated by projects $2,980,245  

  Total value to the community $6,369,049  

                                                         

The agencies used state funds to leverage 18  times that 
amount in the value of services to the community! 

Highlights of Services Provided in FY 2018 
Grant funds were distributed to thirteen non-profit agencies 

 

 

Human Services Community 
Matching Grant  

 

Highlights of the Community Impact 
 



 

FY18 Human Services Community Matching Grant 

 

Agency 
Grant Amount What They Do Why It Matters 

Alaska Legal 
Services  
$30,000 

Provide civil legal assistance to 
people who cannot afford to hire 
an attorney. 

Access to legal services can be critical for dealing 
with domestic violence, lack of medical care, 
homelessness, or loss of income.  All of these are 
serious hardships for a significant portion of the 
FNSB population.   

Alzheimer's Disease 
Resource Agency 

$30,000 

Provide information and support 
to individuals experiencing 
dementia and their caregivers.  

Services reduce depression, anxiety and stress in 
caregivers so their family members can remain 
at home longer with improved quality of life. 

American lung 
Association of 

Alaska 
$17980 

Provide medical providers the 
education to identify pollution 
specific lung disease in the FNSB 
area.  

The FNSB area has the worst particulate air 
pollution of its type in the nation. Providing 
medical providers with up to date diagnostic 
education helps them to better treat the types 
of lung disease common secondary to this type 
of air pollution. 

Big Brothers 
Big Sisters 

$30,000 

Match children who need extra 
adult attention with trained adult 
mentors. 

Mentoring significantly reduces the likelihood a 
child will engage in criminal or violent behavior, 
use drugs or alcohol, become sexually active at 
an early age, or drop out of school. 

Boys & Girls Club 
$30,000 

Provide a safe, supervised and 
drug-free environment for 
children and youth.   

Services reduce the risk of substance abuse, 
early sexual involvement & juvenile delinquency.  
Services contribute to academic success, good 
character & citizenship, and healthy lifestyles. 

Fairbanks 
Community 
Food Bank 

$30,000 

Collect local surplus food and 
provide it to people who request 
food assistance. 

Food insecurity harms the ability to learn and 
grow in children, and contributes to poor health 
& reduced ability to function for all people. 

Interior AIDS 
Association 

$30,000 

Substance abuse treatment for 
people with chronic opioid 
addictions. 

With treatment, addicts can rebuild their lives, 
improve family relationships and become 
productive community members. 

Interior Community 
Health Center 

$30,000 

Access to health care for people 
who are poor, near-poor, 
uninsured and/or underinsured. 

Affordable health care promotes health, 
prevents disease, reduces disease complications 
and improves health outcomes.   

Literacy Council 
$30,000 

Literacy services to adults who 
read below 4th grade level and to 
non-native English speakers. 

Illiterate adults are more likely to experience 
poverty, mental & physical health risks and 
social isolation.  Non-English speakers face 
similar challenges. 

Love Inc of the 
Tanana Valley 

$30,000 

Provides case management to 
individuals who are experiencing a 
wide range of challenges. 

Some people experience challenges to their 
independence that are not covered by other 
support agencies. Love Inc fills this need and 
helps them with its community partners. 

   



 

 
 

 
FY18 Human Services Community Matching Grant 

 

No limits Inc. 
$30,000 

Prisoners re-entering society need 
supports to be able to successfully 
transition from prison back into 
the community. 

People coming out of the prison system often 
times have issues that hinder their successful 
transition to the community. Successful reentry 
reduces recidivism and helps them to once again 
become contributing members of society. 

North Star 
Council on Aging 

$30,000 

Meals on Wheels delivers 
nutritious meals to homebound 
senior citizens. 

Services provide improved nutrition and a 
regular welfare check.  Both contribute to a 
seniors’ ability to stay in their own home. 

Resource Center for 
Parents and 

$30,000 

Provide “one stop” MDT forensic 
interviews, medical care and 
support to victims of severe child 
abuse.  

Severe Child abuse is difficult enough for the 
victim and their caregivers. This evidenced 
based program stream lines the process and 
provides most services and intervention in one 
location for the victims and caregivers. This 
reduces the long term trauma from the abuse. 




