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Early Funding for Education Guaranteed under New Proposal

JUNEAU - Today, a constitutional amendment was introduced in the Alaska Senate to require
early-funding for Alaska’s K-12 public education system.

Senate Joint Resolution 9, sponsored by Senator Mia Costello, R-Anchorage, requires the
governor to submit a separate appropriation bill, alongside the operating budget, to fund K-12
public education. The Legislature would then be required to approve the education funding bill
by day 45 of each legislative session for the upcoming fiscal year.

“Education is one of the state’s core constitutional responsibilities,” said Sen. Costello. “This
amendment will provide stability to Alaska’s education community by requiring legislators to act
early. For too long, Alaska’s teachers and school administrators have been forced to operate
under a cloud of uncertain funding when they should be free to focus on providing for a quality
education for our students. It’s time we put our Kids first.”

Under Article VII, Section | of the Alaska Constitution, the legislature must maintain a system of
public schools open to all children. SJR 9 compliments this section by guaranteeing early-
funding for Alaska’s public schools.

SJR 9 was referred to the Senate Education Committee, the Senate Judiciary Committee and the
Senate Finance Committee.

To be adopted, a constitutional amendment must be approved by two-thirds of each house of the
legislature and by a majority of voters during the next general election.

For more information, contact Senate Majority Communications Director Daniel McDonald at
(907) 465-4066.
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