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1867 - Treaty of Cession:  US purchases, from Russia, the right to tax and govern the area known as Alaska.

1884 - Congress passes the Organic Act designed to strengthen administrative control over  “neglected 
lands”.  Instead of attempting to set up a code in Alaska, the laws of Oregon were “extended over 
Alaska”.  

A Brief History of Land Claims

1912 - Second Organic Act is passed by Congress creating 
the Territory of Alaska and provides for a legislature 
elected by the people.

1959 - ALASKA BECOMES A STATE

1966 - Interior Secretary Stewart Udall imposes a "land 
freeze" until Congress acted on the claims issued.

1968 - Largest oil field in North America discovered at 
Prudhoe Bay Oilfield.

1971 - Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)
passed December 18, 1971. 



The Settlement and its 
Unique Features

43.7 million acres of land
 Land held in fee simple title

$962.5 million dollars
 Moneys paid for lands that can not be returned to Native 

ownership

13 Regional Corporations
 Regular corporations with no federal overview

211 Village Corporations 
 Each village incorporated independently of the Region



Layers of Native Organizations

 Statewide Organizations (AFN, ANCSA 
Regional Association, Alaska Native Village 
Corporation Association…)

 Regional Corporations
 Regional Subsidiaries
 Regional Native Non-Profit Corporations
 Village Corporations
 Village Subsidiaries
 Tribal Governments/Councils 
 Other: Foundations, Cultural Organizations, 

Radio Stations,  Whaling and Walrus 
Commissions…



Alaska Native Regional Corporations
 Ahtna Inc.
 Arctic Slope Regional Corp.
 The Aleut Corp.
 Bering Straits Native Corp.
 Bristol Bay Native Corp.
 Calista Corp.
 Chugach Alaska Corp.
 Cook Inlet Region Inc. (CIRI)
 Doyon Limited
 Koniag, Inc.
 NANA Regional Corp.
 Sealaska Corp.
 13th Regional Corp.

 Profitability and 
Economic Self-
Sufficiency

 Preservation and 
Celebration of our 
Heritage

 Ownership of our Land



The ANCSA Regional Association 
exists to promote and foster the 
continued growth and economic 
strength of the Alaska Native 
Regional Corporations on behalf 
of their shareholders.
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What Everyone Should Know About ANCSA Corporations

 Regional Corporations are stand-alone, for-profit companies focusing on 
the “triple bottom line” – economic returns, benefits to shareholders and 
benefits to the community/environment.  

 Not all Alaska Native people are shareholders. 
 Regional Corporations own their land fee-simple and also own the 

subsurface estate.
 Village Corporations and Regional Non-Profits are not subsidiaries of 

Regional Corporations.
 ANCSA increased private land ownership in Alaska. 



Alaska Native Corporations own 44 million of the 48 million 
acres of lands held in private ownership. 

This is approximately 92% of all private land in the State!



 Stock cannot be traded or sold. 

• 1991 Amendment extended the period of 
stock alienation to preserve Native 
ownership. 

 7(i) and 7(j)

 The land is part of who we are. 

• Undeveloped land is not carried on their 
balance sheets.

 ANCSA Corporations have dramatically 
diversified Alaska’s economy.

What Everyone Should Know About 
ANCSA Corporations











Quyana!

Q&A
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