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Problem: Cost of 

operating schools in rural 

areas is unsustainable 

with the current budget.  

A variety of classes may 

not be available for 

students to take with a 

live teacher.



Solution

Explore setting up synchronous distance education 
courses that will be available for all Alaskan students. 



What is a virtual classroom? 
 Live online class 
 Audio: Live Chat
 Video: Web conferencing
 Teacher is in a different physical location
 Programs: Blackboard Collaborate, Elluminate, 

Zoom, and Adobe Connect.

Two types of distance learning...

Asynchronous- Of two or more objects or events not existing or happening at the same time.

Synchronous-Existing or occurring at the same time.



KIBSD: (Kodiak Island Borough School District)
• Bluejeans and Moodle
• 13 Schools across Kodiak island and a small strip of the western coastline of Alaska
• Connecting students across the state 
• GCI SchoolAccess
• Quality education through digital learning

“The most powerful thing in a traditional classroom is the connection between
the teacher and the student. And that connection happens over two-way video.”

-Gary Baldwin, former  superintendent, Lower Kuskokwim School District

UAA: (University of Alaska Anchorage)
• Blackboard and Blackboard Collaborate
• Time management and commitment

Williamsburg Learning:

Mission- To prepare promising students for 
meaningful lives as principled leaders. 
• Blackboard, Canvas, Zoom
• Engaging
• Challenging 
• Rigorous



My Experience

Williamsburg Academy:
 Canvas
 Blackboard Collaborate
 Zoom
 SIS

 High quality of learning
 Easy to use 
 Direct help when I need it
 Adventure













Thank you!


