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BEIJING, Jan. 26 (Xinhua) -- The State Council Information Office of the People's Republic of China published a white paper
titled "China's Arctic Policy" on Friday.

Following is the full text of the white paper:
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interests, China will pay due regard to the interests of other countries and the broader international community, bear in mind
the importance of the protection and development of the Arctic, and of keeping in proper balance its current and long-term
interests, so as to promote t|  sustainable development of the Arctic.

In order to realize the above-mentioned policy goals, China will participate in Arctic affairs in accordance with the basic
principles of "respect, cooperation, win-win  ult and sustainability".

"Respect” is the key basis for China's participation in Arctic affairs. Respect should be reciprocal. It means all States should
abide by international treaties such as the UN Charter and the UNCLOS, as well as general international law. They should
respect the sovereignty, sovereign rights, and jurisdiction enjoyed by the Arctic States in this region, respect the tradition and
culture of the indigenous peoples, as well as respect the rights and freedom of non-Arctic States to carry out activities in this
region in accordance with the law, and respect the overall interests of the international community in the Arctic.

"Cooperation” is an effective means for China's participation in Arctic affairs. It means establishing a relationship of multi-level,
omni-dimensional and wide-ranging cooperation in this area. Through global, regional, multilateral and bilateral channels, all
stakeholders - including States from both inside and outside t  Arctic, intergovernmental organizations, and non-state entities
- are encouraged to take part in cooperation on climate change, scientific research, environmental protection, shipping route
development, resource utilization and cultural activiti

"Win-win result” is the value pursuit of China's partici  ion in Arctic affairs. It means all stakeholders in this area should pursue
mutual benefit and common prog s in all fields of activities. Such cor~~-ation should ensure that the benefits are shared by
both Arctic and non-Arctic States as well as by non-state entities, and snould accommodate the interests of local residents
including the indigenous peoples. It should also help to promote coordinated development of activities in all fields to ensure the
harmony between natural conservation and social development.

"Sustainability” is the fundamental goal of China's participation in Arctic affairs. This means promoting the sustainabie
development of the Arctic by ensuring the sustainability of environmental protection, resource utilization and human activities in
the area. It means realizing harmonious coexistence | rman and natu  better coordination between ecological
protection, economic growth and social progress, better balance between utilization, management and protection, and
intergenerational equity.

Prev 1 2 4 Next

1Y WORDS:

China vows to promote peace, stability in Arctic
4th Ld: China publishes Arctic policy, eyeing vision of "Polar Silk Road"
_iina commit [toprc ting Arctic biodive ty

China to promote sustainable Arctic tourism






2. Protecting the eco-environment of the Arctic and addressing climate change

China follows international law in the protection of the natural environment and ecosystem of the Arctic and conservation of its
biological resources, and takes an active part in addressing the challenges of environmental and climate change in the Arctic.

(1) Protecting the Environment

China always gives top priority to resolving global environmental issues, earnestly fulfills its obligations under relevant treaties,
and discharges its respo  ility of environmental protection. China is actively engaged in improving the Arctic environment by
enhancing the environmental background investigation of Arctic activities and the assessment of their environmental impact. It
respects the environmental protection laws and regulations of the Arctic States and calls for stronger environmental
management and cooperation.

The marine environment is a key area for Arctic environmental protection. China supports the Arctic coastal States in their
efforts to reduce pollutants in the Arctic waters from land-based sources, in accordance with the relevant treaties, and commits
itself to raising the environmental respo  »ility awareness of its citizens and enterprises. In order to effectively protect the
marine environment of the Arctic, China works with other States to enhance control of the sources of marine pollution such as
ship discharge, offshore dumping, and air poliution.

(2) Protecting the Eco-system

The Arctic is home to several endangered species of wild fauna and flora from around the globe. China attaches importance to
the sustainable development and biodiversity protection of the Arctic. It conducts scientific evaluation of the impact on the
Arctic ecological system caused by global climate change and human activities, strengthens protection of migratory birds and
their habitats, organizes research on the migration patterns of Arctic migratory birds, improves the adaptability and resilience of
the Arctic ecological system, and advances international cooperation in the protection of Arctic species of fauna and flora.

(3) Addr i me cha

Addressing climate change in the Arctic is an important part of global climate governance. China consistently takes the issue of
climate change seriously. It has included measures to deal with climate change such as Nationally Determined Contributions in
its overall national development agenda and planning, and has made significant contributions to the conclusion of the Paris
Agreement. China's emission reduction measures have a positive impact on the climatic and ecological environment of the
Arctic. China is committed to studying the substance and energy exchange process and mechanisms of the Arctic, evaluating
the interaction between the Arctic and global climate change, predicting potential risks posed by future climate change to the
Arctic's natural resources and ecol "cal environment, and advar ~  Arctic cryospheric sciences. | 2 1ens publicity and

u ionon add 1g clime  :hange to raise the public's awe ssoft  iss  and promotes international cooperation in
addressing climate change in the Arctic.

3. Utilizing Arctic Resources in a Lawful and Rational Manner









reducing greenhouse gas emissions from maritime transport under the International Maritime Organi  on framework. China
takes an active part in negotiations over high seas fisheries r  Ilation in the Arctic, and calls for a legally binding international
agreement for managing fishery resources in the high seas portion of the Arctic. The agreement should allow scientific
research and exploratory fishing activities in the high seas portion of the Arctic, and protect the freedom of all States on the
high seas in accordance with international law.

At the regional level, China takes an active part in Arctic inter-governmental mechanisms. China, as an accredited observer to
the Arctic Council, highly values the Council's positive role in Arctic affairs, and recognizes it as the main inter-governmental
forum on issues regarding the environment and sus  1able development of the Arctic. China stands by the commitments it
made when applying to become an observer to the Council. It fully supports the work of the Council, and dispatches experts to
participate in the work of the Council including its Working Groups and Task Forces. China respects the Agreement on
Cooperation on Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue in the Arctic, the Agreement on Cooperation on Marine Qi
Pollution Preparedness and Response in the Arctic, and the Agreement on Enhancing International Arctic Scientific
Cooperation, all adopted by the Arctic Council. China also supports international cooperation through such platforms as the
Arctic Science Ministerial Meeting.

At the bilateral and multilateral levels, China promotes practical cooperation in all fields, especially regarding climate change,
scientific expeditions, environmental protection, ecosystems, shipping routes, resource development, submarine fiber-optic
cables, cuitural excha s, and capacity building. China proposes to form cooperative partnerships between Arctic and non-
Arctic States, and has carried out bilateral consultations on Arctic affairs with all Arctic States. In 2010, China and the United
States set up an annual dialogue mechanism for bilateral dialogues on the law of the sea and polar issues. Since 2013, China
and Russia have been conducting dialogues on Arctic issues. In 2012, China and Iceland signed the Framework Agreement on
Arctic Cooperation, which was the first inter-governmental agreement on Arctic issues between China and an Arctic State.
China also values cooperation with other non-Arctic States. It has conducted bilateral dialogues on the law of the sea and polar
issues with the United Kingdom and France. In 20186, China, Japan and the Republic of Korea launched high-level trilateral
dialogues on Arctic issues to promote exchanges on policies, practices, and experience regarding Arctic international
cooperation, scientific research, and commercial cooperation.

China supports the participation of all Arctic stakeholders in Arctic governance and international cooperation. China supports
platforms such as "The Arctic: Territory of Dialogue”, "The Arctic Circle", "Arctic Frontiers”, "The China-Nordic Arctic Research
Center", in promoting exchanges and cooperation among the stakeholders. China also supports the participation of research
institutions and enterprises in Arctic governance with their own expertise put to good use. China encourages research
institutions to communicate with foreign think tanks and academic institutions, and supports enterprises to participate in the
commercial development and utilization of the Arctic in a lawful and orderly manner.

5. Promoting peace and stability in the Arctic

Peace and stability in the Arctic provides a : iificant guarantee for all activities in the region, and serves the fundamental
interest of all countt . including China. Chinaca for the eful uti onoft Arctic and commits Iftor ataining
peace and stability, protecting lives and property, and ensuring the security of maritime trade, operations and transport in the
region. China supports the peaceful settlement of disputes over territory and maritime rights and interests by all parties
concerned in accordance with such treaties as the UN Charter and the UNCLOS and general international law, and supports
efforts to safeguard security and stability in the region. China strives to reinforce cooperation with the Arctic States in maritime
and air search and rescue, maritime early warning, emergency response, and information sharing in order to properly handle
security challenges such as maritime accidents, environmental pollution, and maritime crimes.






