Dear Rep. Stutes and members of the House Fisheries Committee,

Thank you for introducing HB 199, proactive legislation which modernizes Alaska's fish habitat
permitting law, as outlined by the Alaska Board of Fisheries in a recent letter to your committee.
We are writing to express our support for this long-due update to Alaska's salmon habitat
protection law.

Salmon are integral to Alaska’s economy and quality of life. As fishermen our incomes are
directly impacted by water quality, in-stream flow levels, fish passage and other components of
healthy salmon habitat. We need science-based standards to protect salmon habitat and
encourage responsible development.

Currently the permitting law only applies to waters listed in the Anadromous Waters Catalogue,
which ADF&G estimates to include less than 50% of the salmon-bearing waterbodies in our
state and in places like the MatSu, less than 30%. We need better assurance that ADF&G
has the authority it needs to protect salmon habitat.

Furthermore, there is no current requirement for fishermen, or any of the public, to be notified
when development permits are issued. If we want to find out what is happening near one of our
fisheries we have to file an information request with the department.

The economic value of Alaska's commercial fishing industry extends far beyond our individual
incomes; we contribute significantly to support services in addition to our daily costs of living in
Alaska's fishing communities. If our fisheries are well-managed we will continue to contribute to
Alaska's economy in perpetuity. Providing adequate protection to fish habitat is part of sound
management, and is the single most effective way to ensure that this enduring cornerstone of
the State's sustainable economy is not eroded as we seek fiscal solutions in difficult economic
times. Please ensure that Alaska’s salmon resources retain their value for generations to
come by passing HB 199.

Sincerely,
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