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Re: Confirmation of Jahna Lindemuth

Senator Coghill:

I am writing to express my strong support for the confirmation of Jahna Lindemuth as Attorney
General. I am providing input in my personal capacity and not on behalf of my law firm, its
clients, or any other organization.

I am a lawyer and manage the Anchorage office of Perkins Coie LLP. I have known
Ms. Lindemuth for over 17 years. She was one of the leading private sector lawyers in Alaska
before moving to the public sector. Her reputation in the legal community is top notch. In
lawyer circles, she is known as a "lawyer's lawyer," which is the highest compliment paid to
members of the bar.

My practice is focused on project development for the natural resources sector, and I am active
ingroups focused onresources development such as the Resource Development Council, where I
currently serve as President. Outside of practicing law, I have a passion for outdoor activities. I
shoot in a weekly shotgun league and own a camper, jet boat, andan ATV. We are out exploring
Alaska 7+ months of the year, and I am always looking for new ways to access the best hunting
and fishing areas. I understand the strong emotions over access to public lands and the concerns
that have been raised regarding access to Klutina Lake.

I believe the State should be proactive about enhancing and protecting its interests in public
access. But, the State needs to be thoughtful and smart - it must take a long view focused on
what is best for Alaska and its people. Litigation is an uncertain process and the outcome is
usually driven by the facts. The role of the lawyer is to evaluate the strength of herclient's case,
and provide candid advice on options. Settlement of a litigation matter is not a sign of
weaknesses. Any lawyer can take a case to trial, and when it goes sideways, place blame on the
judge or the jury. Smart lawyers are skilled at evaluating cases and are able to identify those that
are probable winners from those that pose unacceptable risks. Smart lawyers will counsel a
client to settle a case on favorable terms versus taking a weak case to trial.
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