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Fragmentsoftheinvasivewaterweedelodealayinthesnowbesideanaugerholedrilledon

SportLakeinFebruary2017inSoldotna,Alaska.AlaskaDepartmentofFishandGame

biologistsfoundasmallamountofelodeawhendrillingaugerholesinpreparationforanice

fishingeventfortheKenaiPeninsulaBoroughSchoolDistrict.(PhotocourtesyRob

Massengill/AlaskaDepartmentofFishandGame)

TheinvasivewaterweedelodeahasbeenidentifiedinSoldotna’sSportLake.

ThelakeisoneofthemostpopularonthecentralKenaiPeninsulafor

sportfishingbecauseofitscentralityandregularstockingeffortsbytheAlaska

DepartmentofFishandGame.FishandGamestaffturnedupfragmentsofthe

weedwhiletheyweredrillingiceaugerholesforarecentKenaiPeninsula

BoroughSchoolDistricticefishingeventonFeb.22.

Theydidn’tturnupmuch—ofthe120holestheydrilled,elodeaonlysurfacedin

one,saidRobMassengill,afisheriesbiologistwithFishandGameinSoldotna.

Aftertheevent,thestaffwentbackandlookedformore,locatingsomefragments

inanotherholethatmayhavebeenspreadaroundbythestudentsparticipating

intheicefishingevent,hesaid.

Thoughtheycouldn’ttelltheextentoftheweed’sgrowthrightaway,hesaidit

waspositivethatitonlyturnedupinoneoftheholes.

“Itakeitasagoodsign,”hesaid.

FishandGamecontactedtheU.S.FishandWildlifeService,whichhasbeen

coordinatingelodeaeradicationeffortsontheKenaiPeninsulaandworkingwith

theAlaskaDepartmentofNaturalResourcesoneffortstoeliminatetheweed

elsewhereinthestate.Elodeacanbeparticularlydestructivetofreshwaterlake

systems,asitgrowsbeneathiceandcangrowsothickthatoxygenavailabilityis

lowenoughtokillfish.Itcanalsodegradespawninghabitat,getinthewayof

boatandfloatplanetrafficanddamagepropertyvalues.

It’sbeendocumentedinlakesintheMatanuska-SusitnaValley,Fairbanks,

CordovaandAnchorage.ThethreelakeswhereitwasdocumentsontheKenai

Peninsula—Stormy,DanielsandBecklakesinNikiski—weretreatedandare

thoughttobeclearofelodea.
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SportLakewassampledin2014,andtherewasnoindicationofelodeathen,said

JohnMorton,thesupervisorybiologistattheKenaiNationalWildlifeRefuge.

“Thatdoesn’tmeanitwasn’tthere,butitwasn’tdetected,”hesaid.

Refugestaffwentoutonthelakeandattemptedtosurveyit,buttheiceand

overflowinterfered,Mortonsaid.Theroughplanistotrytostarttreatmentafter

ice-outinthespring,andthestaffisworkingonpaperworkandwillsetupa

publicmeetingtogetpeopleinvolved,hesaid.

Thereareanumberofpossiblewaystheweedcouldhavebeenintroduced.

Elodeaisnaturalinsomeplacesandisusedasanaquariumplant,andsome

thinkthatthatishowitwasintroducedtoAlaskainthefirstplaceanillegally

dumpedaquarium.Theweedalsoonlyrequiresafragmenttospread,soifa

piecehitchedarideonaboatorafloatplane,itcouldhavemadeitintothelake.

SportLakehashousesallaroundit,someofwhichhavefloatplanedocks.The

weedwasfoundneartheboatlaunch,Mortonsaid.

Toeliminateelodea,refugestaffhasappliedherbicidescalleddiquatand

fluridone,whichdon’tharmfishbuthavebeenfairlyeffectiveatkillingelodea,

intothethreeNikiskilakes.TheDNRislookingatthemethodforotherpartsof

Alaskawithelodeainfestations,suchasChenaSloughnearFairbanksandLake

HoodinAnchorage.

MortonsaidtherefugestaffandtheDNRareworkingtogetheroneradicatingthe

weedinSouthcentralandwillconsultwiththestateonpaperworkforSportLake.

Therefugestaffandthestatearesharinginformationandmaterials—for

example,therefugedonatedextraproducttohelpthestatetreatAlexanderLake

intheMat-SuValleyinSeptember2016,wheretheinfestationhadgrowntocover

500acres.ThestateplanstocontinuewatchingforotherinfestationsintheMat

Suvalley.

‘We’reactivelytryingtokeeptheMat-SuandtheKenaiPeninsulaclear,”Morton

said.

ReachEIL’abethEarlateliz’abeth.earl@3peninsu/ac/anon,corn.
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