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InvasivespeciesbilladvancesinHouse

HB89willbeheardnextinHouseResources

QComments0Share

RodgerPainter,presidentoftheAlaskaShellfishGrowersAssociation,givespublictestimonyonHouse

Bill89infrontoftheHouseFisheriesCommitteeattheCapitolonTuesday.HB89wouldwouldprovide

forresponsetoandcontrolofaquaticinvasivespecies.
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Abillrequiringthestatetocreatearapidresponseandmanagementplantodealwith

invasiveaquaticspeciesmovedoutoftheHouseFisheriesCommitteeTuesdayandwill

nowcomebeforetheHouseResourcesCommittee.

HouseBill89,introducedbyRep.PaulSeaton,R-Homer,wouldauthorizetheAlaska

DepartmentofFishandGametocontroloreradicateinvasivespeciesinAlaskanwaters,

followingtheplanitwouldcraftinconjunctionwiththeAlaskaDepartmentofNatural

Resources,theAlaskaDepartmentofEnvironmentalConservationandotherentities.

Inhissponsorstatement,Seaton,whochairstheHouseFisheriesCommittee,citedthe

infestationofaSitkaharborwithdidemnumvexillumis—anorganismoftenknownas

“Dvex”—asanexampleofwherestateresponsetocurbinvasiveaquaticspeciesis

needed.Dvexismorecolloquiallyknownas“SeaVomit”foritspaleorangecolorandits

tendencytocarpetexposedsurfaces.

Severalmembersofthecommittee,includingbillcosponsorRep.JonathanKreiss-Tomkins,

D-Sitka,aswellasReps.LynnGattis,R-Wasilla,andCraigJohnson,R-Anchorage,stressed

theimportanceofestablishingrapidresponsecapabilitiestodealwithinvasiveaquatic

species.

“Ithinkit’sanoxymoronwhenwesayit’sa‘rapidresponse’whenwetalkaboutthis

questiongoingonforyears,”saidGattis.“Iamchallengedwiththatverbiage.”

Gattis’legislativedistrictintheMatanuska-SusitnaBoroughstruggleswithinvasive

northernpike,shesaid.

EvenFairbanks,deepinsidetheInterior,hasaproblemwithfreshwaterinvasiveaquatic

species:thehardy,fast-growingelodeacanadensis,towhichSeaton,membersofthe

committee,andrepresentativesoftheDFGandDNRwhoaddressedthecommittee

repeatedlyreferredduringthemeeting.

MarleneCampbell,governmentrelationsdirectorfortheCityandBoroughofSitka,

testifiedonherowncommunity’sstrugglewithDvex.

“SitkaisthefirstAlaskasiteidentifiedasinfestedwithdidemnumvexillumis,aninvasive

tunicatethathascausedimmensedamagethroughouttheworldinvariouslocationsand

nowisthoroughlyentrenchedinSitka’sWhitingHarbor,”Campbellsaid.“Thisinvasive

specieswasdiscoveredinJune2010,andmorethantwoandahalfyearslater,therehas

beennocordoningofformarkingoftheareaofinfestation.”
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CampbellsaidsheisconcernedthatthetunicatecouldspreadoutsideofWhitingHarborif

itattachesitselftovehicleswhosecrewareunawareoftheinfestation.Shesaidshewants

thebilltopasstogivetheDFGastrongerhandincombatingDvexbeforetheinfestation

getsworse.

“Tocompletelyeradicatetheareaisprobablynotrealisticnow,butatleastwecantryto

getitundercontrol,”saidCampbell.

Onememberofthepublicwhotestified,AlaskanShellfishGrowersAssociationPresident

RodgerPainter,expressedunhappinesswithsomeofthebill’slanguage,namelya“hold

harmless”clausethatwouldgivethestatemoreleewaytodealwithinvasiveaquatic

speciesevenifprivatepropertyisaffected.

“Asshellfishfarmers,ourcropsareinwater—ourgear,almostallofourassets,”Painter

said.“Andthat’sallprivateproperty.”

PaintersaidlanguageelsewhereinthebillrequiringtheDFGto“consider”howitsefforts
couldaffectprivateproperty“seemsalittlesoft.”

Inresponse,SeatonpointedtothepartofthebilllayingouttherequirementfortheDFG

toformulatearapidresponseandmanagementplanthroughconsultationwithother
entities,includingprivateentities.

“Doesitgiveyoucomfortthatthedepartmentisrequiredtoinvolvetheprivateproperty

ownersthatwanttoparticipateintheplanningprocessupfront,sothatthosethingscan

bebuiltintotheconsiderationoftheplans?”Seatonasked.

Painterreplied,“Itcertainlyhelpstohavethedepartmentdirectedtointeractwithusfrom

theget-go,youknow,insteadofustryingtoinsertourselvesintotheprocess.Tobe

directedtodosoisveryhelpful.”

SeatonalsoaskedrepresentativesfromtheDFGandtheDNRifitisreasonabletoexpect
theirdepartmentstoworkcotlaborativelyonarapidresponseplan,ashisbilldirects.

“Thisbillsaysthatyou’regoingtoinvolvethepublicandotherstateandfederalpublicand

privateentities...sothatwhenaplancomesforward,youhadeverybodyup,”Seatonsaid.

“Doeseitherdepartmenthaveaproblemwithinvolvingtheotheragenciesandthepublic

inthedevelopmentofaplan?”

BothDivisionofSportFishDirectorCharlieSwantonandDNRDeputyCommissionerEd
Fogelssaidtheydonot.
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“Wedon’thaveanyproblemwithbeingcomprehensiveintermsofbringingfolkstothe

table,becauseIthinktheproductattheotherendwillbethatmuchcleanerforeverybody

tounderstandandthatmuchmorebeneficialforthepeopleintheStateofAlaska,”

Swantonsaid.

ShortlybeforethecommitteepassedH.B.89alongtotheResourcesCommitteeona

motionbyRep.BobHerron,D-Bethel,Seatoncircledbackaroundtothe“holdharmless”

clause.

“Oneofthethingsthatcandelayaresponseislegalambiguity,”saidSeaton.“Thisis

attemptingtoclearthatup.Otherwise,Idon’tthinkthatwecangettoarapidresponseif

theagenciesarealwaysinthelimboofsaying,‘Canwedothisplan,ordowehavetoworry

aboutsomethingelse?”

TheHouseFinanceCommitteeisthethirdcommitteetowhichH.B.89hasbeenreferred.

Fiscalnotesonthebillsuggestthebillwouldcost$363,000infiscalyear2014and

$140,900inFY15.Inadditiontoitsotherprovisions,itwouldestablishan“aquaticinvasive

speciesresponsefund”towhichmoneycouldbeappropriatedforthepurposeof

combatinginvasivespecies.

ThecommitteealsoadvancedHousejointResolution5,aresolutionintroducedbyRep.

GeranTarr,D-Anchorage,expressingtheAlaskaStateLegislature’soppositiontoapetition

byWaltham,Mass.-basedbiotechnologyfirmAquaBountyTechnologiestohaveits

AquAdvantagegeneticallymodifiedsalmon,whichopponentshavederidedas

“Frankenfish,”deemedsafeforaquaculturaluseandhumanconsumptionbythefederal

government.

Gov.SeanParnell,allthreemembersofAlaska’scongressionaldelegationandothershave

expressedoppositiontoadecisionlastlastyearthatcouldpavethewayforAquAdvantage

salmontocompetewithAlaskansalmoninsupermarkets,sayingthemovewouldhurt

Alaska’sfishingindustryandclaimingtherehasnotbeensufficienttestingtodetermine

long-termenvironmentalandhealthrisksfromfarmingGMsalmonforhuman

consumption.

•ContactreporterMarkD.Millerat586-1821oratmark.d.miller@juneauempire.com

(mailto:mark.d.miller@juneauempire.com).
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