










 
Hello Representative Wool 
 
 I would like to express my concerns with HB132 regarding Transportation Network Companies. 
As i feel there are many things wrong with this bill, Insurance too low, Uber drives down wages, cities 
would have no say in this matter what so ever and would lose revenue from enforcement , state would 
lose money, fiscal note is too low (should be closer to $400K per year), Criminal background checks are 
inadequate by Juneau police departments standards. 
 
Uber should pay, Everyone else pay’s, Just in Juneau the taxi industry pay’s about $200,000 in sales tax, 
and other fee’s associated with being a taxi (and thats just Juneau). Think about how much the cities 
could get from Uber if it were regulated properly, money that could go to schools, roads, jobs, etc.. 
Instead this could let a $5 Billion dollar company in for FREE. Thats just crazy to me. 
 
There are many many more but i would like to mention something that is even more important: 
 
BUYERS REMORSE, What happens if this passes and Uber is not what it seems and we just gave them an 
open door to the ENTIRE state, what do we do? well unfortunately there isn’t an easy answer to that 
from what I have read, Once we let them in (unregulated) it would cost a fortune to get rid of them, Or 
even try to add regulation later. Uber will fight it tooth and nail, they are doing that all over the world 
now. Taxi’s have been around since 1911 and no they are not perfect, I’ve also heard bad things about 
doctors, pilots, police officers, etc.. But to think they are all bad because of a few peoples actions? I 
think thats wrong. Even taxi drivers deserve to have a chance to continue making a decent wage to 
support there families. 
 
If people want Uber that’s fine, But they need to be on a level playing field with everyone else, And the 
cities, Towns, And municipalities need to regulate them locally like everywhere else does. 
 
Thank you for your time,  
James Harris 
907-723-1882 
 









1

Tally Teal

From: Rep. Sam Kito
Sent: Tuesday, March 07, 2017 4:43 PM
To: Tally Teal
Subject: FW: UBER/LYFT Transportation companies

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: akhouse@belfast.servershost.net [mailto:akhouse@belfast.servershost.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 07, 2017 3:41 PM 
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov> 
Subject: UBER/LYFT Transportation companies 
 
From: Debbie White <debbie@isellalaska.com> 
Subject: UBER/LYFT Transportation companies 
 
Message Body: 
Please make sure we have local authority. We've worked to hard to set up rules that protect the public: Insurance, driver 
health/physicals, vehicle condition, etc.  
 
I hear you had some personal bad experience with a taxi but please don't punish an entire industry over one mistake. 
 
‐‐ 
This e‐mail was sent from a contact form on Representative SAM KITO III (http://akhouse.org/rep_kito) 
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Tally Teal

From: Crystal Koeneman
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2017 2:51 PM
To: House Labor and Commerce
Subject: FW: HB 132

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 

From: Jon Bolling [mailto:jbolling@aptalaska.net]  
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2017 2:45 PM 
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov> 
Cc: Rep. Jonathan Kreiss‐Tomkins <Rep.Jonathan.Kreiss‐Tomkins@akleg.gov> 
Subject: HB 132 
Importance: High 

 

Hello Rep. Kito. 

 

The City of Craig does not support HB 132 in its current form.  It is important that the municipalities in which 
these vehicles for hire operate all be subject to local review, just as taxi and other vehicle for hire services are 
now.  Craig has a long history of fairly regulating vehicles for hire.  Our local requirements for vehicles for hire 
are simple:  provide documentation of insurance; have vehicles checked by a mechanic for safety; have vehicles 
checked by local police officer for working lights, turn signals, and so on; commit to late hours of operation to 
provide the public with reliable transportation, especially to reduce the likelihood of intoxicated drivers; and 
other straightforward rules.  Removing local review of Uber/Lyft-type vehicles for hire creates an unequal 
playing field.   

 

Craig would welcome the addition of these new vehicle for hire services.  Please do not adopt a bill that creates 
two different operating requirements for the same vehicle for hire service, while at the same time removing the 
opportunity for a modicum of oversight of one classification of this service. 

 

Jon Bolling 

Craig City Administrator 
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Tally Teal

From: Crystal Koeneman
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 10:14 AM
To: House Labor and Commerce
Subject: FW: House Bill 132 - Important online link

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 

From: Dennis Harris [mailto:customjuneautours@ejuneau.net]  
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 6:18 AM 
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov>; Rep. Adam Wool <Rep.Adam.Wool@akleg.gov>; 
Representative.Andy.Josephseon@akleg.gov; Rep. Louise Stutes <Rep.Louise.Stutes@akleg.gov>; Rep. Chris Birch 
<Rep.Chris.Birch@akleg.gov>; Rep. Gary Knopp <Rep.Gary.Knopp@akleg.gov>; Rep. Colleen Sullivan‐Leonard 
<Rep.Colleen.Sullivan‐Leonard@akleg.gov>; Rep. Mike Chenault <Rep.Mike.Chenault@akleg.gov>; Rep. Bryce Edgmon 
<Rep.Bryce.Edgmon@akleg.gov> 
Subject: House Bill 132 ‐ Important online link 

 

Dear Labor & Commerce Committee member: 

I believe that you will find the online article regarding Uber to be very informative as your committee considers 
House Bill 132 today: 

https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/its-time-to-force-uber-to-tell-the-government-how-it-works 

The article refers to a University of Washington research paper published this week that provides a much more 
in-depth look at "sharing economy" firms: 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2929643 

Thank you for your careful consideration of this bill. 

Dennis P. Harris 
12th Street LLC 
544 W 12th St 
Juneau, AK 99801-1524 
 
Cell (907) 209-8387 
customjuneautours@ejuneau.net 
http://www.customjuneautours.com 
Like my Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/JuneauCustomTours 

 

 













From: Crystal Koeneman
To: House Labor and Commerce
Subject: FW: HB 132
Date: Monday, March 27, 2017 10:54:28 AM

 
 
From: Victoria dance [mailto:magicdance10@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2017 12:59 AM
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov>
Subject: HB 132
 

Dear Mr. Kito,

Uber has a terrible reputation. Just recently they've had a tumultuous few weeks after several
negative stories about their workplace practices and ethics. Even the "captains" are jumping
ship.

Several executives are quitting, including the president, Jeff Jones. Why bring this company
into Alaska? Please don't support HB 132.

 

Thank you,

Victoria Dance

2695 David St.

Juneau

 
 

mailto:/o=Legislative Affairs Agency/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bf28325400494e2da03f01460a1fee
mailto:lhsclac@akleg.gov


From: Crystal Koeneman
To: House Labor and Commerce
Subject: FW: HB132-SB14
Date: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 1:23:48 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: James Harris [mailto:juneautaxi2@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 4:24 PM
To: Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov>; Rep. Andy Josephson <Rep.Andy.Josephson@akleg.gov>;
Rep. Louise Stutes <Rep.Louise.Stutes@akleg.gov>; Rep. Gary Knopp <Rep.Gary.Knopp@akleg.gov>; Rep.
Colleen Sullivan-Leonard <Rep.Colleen.Sullivan-Leonard@akleg.gov>; Rep. Chris Birch
<Rep.Chris.Birch@akleg.gov>; Rep. Bryce Edgmon <Rep.Bryce.Edgmon@akleg.gov>; Rep. Chris Tuck
<Rep.Chris.Tuck@akleg.gov>
Subject: HB132-SB14

representatives,

I would like to mention that under current Bill (HB132) there is no requirement for medical exams for TNC drivers.
It is imperative that transportation drivers have regular medical exams, This is very common and in most cities and
states TNC drivers have medical exams performed by a qualified physician, In Juneau this is done bi-anaully and we
use a CDL type physical. Yes, This would rule out certain individuals people with heart problems, certain types of
diabetes, high bold pressure, vision and hearing problems possibly, Ect… I can see no reason that this cannot be
agreed on by this committee.

This bill written as is, A Taxi driver who fails a medical exam could immediately go and drive for a TNC.
This is very common exam and most drivers providing commercial transportation get a physical. There is very little
in this bill to protect passengers as it stands please amend to add medical exams, This should be a no brainer.

Thank you
James Harris
907-723-1882

mailto:/o=Legislative Affairs Agency/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=bf28325400494e2da03f01460a1fee
mailto:lhsclac@akleg.gov
mailto:juneautaxi2@gmail.com












From: Skyler Mazon
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: HB132
Date: Thursday, March 30, 2017 12:55:53 PM

I feel it is important for local regulation. It promotes fair competition by holding vehicles that operate at a
commercial capacity to certain standards. Ride Share services who operate unrestricted will have an unfair
advantage because they won't be subject to local regulation. Please keep this in mind when considering House Bill
132, thank you.

Skyler Mazon
2806 John Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801

mailto:sjmazon@me.com
mailto:Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov


From: jotnorth.jt
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: Hi Mr. Kito
Date: Thursday, March 30, 2017 12:38:29 PM

I am writing today to ask you to advocate for local control in the event uber and lyft come to
Alaska.
The playing field needs to be level with medical exams, strict background checks and fees and
taxes at the same requirements as local taxis comply with.
These large companies will be taking millions of dollars directly out of state at the expense of
local companies and independent drivers (small business owners).
In addition we independent small business owners who drive taxis are business license
holders. 
We also have commercial insurance policies.
Please consider these things as you move forward.

                    Sincerely,
                                      John G. Tribuzio
                                         Juneau, Ak
              

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy Express 3, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:jotnorth.jt@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov
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Tally Teal

From: Whitney Noziská <carpe_diem50@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 10:51 PM
To: Rep. Sam Kito; Rep. Justin Parish
Subject: Please No Uber

Categories: Committee

Hello Sam & Justin, 

 

I'm writing to oppose the Uber bill you'll be conducting hearings for on Friday. 

 

Everything I've read about how these transportation network companies work takes a similar trajectory: 
shiny, happy start marked by an increasing uptick in exploitative practices as the need for headquarter profits 
goes up. Customers and Corporation are left content: Drivers get squeezed. 

 

We don't need another non-AK-based company to set up shop here and leave little good in its wake. One that 
pays some low-wage/low-skill local worker to do the drudge work, while the profits get siphoned and 
shipped off to build another community. 

 

If Juneau's desperate to offer app-based transportation to tourists, let's pass an initiative that encourages our 
local high school students/coding club to create one that keeps our specific concerns and community in mind. 
That way Alaskans, not the New York Stock Exchange and Silicon Valley, will enjoy all the potential benefit, 
as well as have a direct say in how it's set up and run, so we're able to protect the pay and people in our own city 
and state.   

 

Sincerely, 

Whitney A. Noziska 
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Tally Teal

From: Debbie White <debbie@isellalaska.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 3:24 PM
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: ride-sharing

Ride sharing - Please don't forget LOCAL CONTROL! We have rules for a reason. 
 
I get that you are mad at taxi drivers over something, and I do not need to know the story.  
 
All we are asking for is a level playing field, with everyone playing by the same rules. 
 
 
Debbie White, Broker/Owner 
Southeast Alaska Real Estate 
8585 Old Dairy Road #102 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
907-789-5533 Office 
907-789-5504 Fax 
907-723-9886 Direct/Cell 

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
 
 
 
On Mon, Mar 27, 2017 at 5:48 PM, Rep. Sam Kito <Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov> wrote: 

  

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Representative Sam Kito III

Right-click here to download 
pictures.  To help protect your  
privacy, Outlook prevented 
automatic download of this picture  
from the Internet.
Facebook

 

Right-click here to download 
pictures.  To help protect your  
privacy, Outlook prevented 
automatic download of this picture  
from the Internet.
Twitter

  March 27, 2017  
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Tally Teal

From: FBKS Taxi <alaskacab@gci.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 6:34 PM
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: SB14

Mr. Kito 
 
It was brought to my attention that  SB14 had been introduced, so I thought I would chime in my two cents worth. 
 
I’m a firm believer in the free market, but we all need to be on the same playing field, I don’t think the state should just 
open the door to some multi billion dollar company, completely unregulated, while I spend tens of  thousands a year on  
state and city licensing and permits, along with  commercial auto insurance to operate my taxi cab business. Lets not kid 
ourselves, Transportation network companies are acting as taxi companies, they are summoned to pick people up and 
provide transportation for money. 
 
I have been told it will cost the state hundreds of thousands of dollars if TNC’s are allowed to operate in Alaska, can we 
afford this?  
 
 
 
 
Thank You 
Eric Olson 
Fairbanks Taxi Services LLC. 
PO Box 80927 
Fairbanks,Alaska 99708 
907‐452‐5976 
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Tally Teal

From: James Harris <juneautaxi@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 8:36 AM
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: HB132

Representative Kito,    
 
 
 
First let me start by thanking your taking the time to meet with me yesterday. I would like to mention a couple 
of points that was brought up during the meeting. 
 
Uber “ridesharing” I did some looking into it and you were correct, Uber does offer this service and its called 
Uberpool. Though i can tell you that this service is very limited and only offered in 29 cities of the nearly 600 
cities Uber operates in. 
 
Another point that was mentioned was drivers taking direct trips from passengers, this happens daily with taxi’s. 
However this is not allowed with an Uber ( another reason the state does not see them as independent 
contractors) But the fact of the matter is Uber drivers do this regularly also. When an uber driver does this its 
called a “cash trip” (not allowed) i will give you an example with an article I found http://gawker.com/nyc-has-
impounded-500-uber-cars-since-april-for-picking-1712012779 In my mind this proves the need for enforcement 
for Uber. In Juneau, Taxi’s have a half million dollar policy plus 100k per passenger medical, When an Uber 
does a “cash trip” they are extremely underinsured with 150k insurance, The higher insurance kicks in ONLY 
when they have a passenger booked through the App. So basically if an Uber driver gets a call on there cell 
phone for a pick up of if they pick up a passenger off the street they will not have full coverage. 
 
Traveling between towns, I have researched this and as long as the origin of the trip started in an authorized 
area the destination would be of no concern provided they are within there insurance radius. (Taxi’s also do 
this) 
 
Cost to the state, As you know Alaska has a large deficit to deal with and I would hope that adding 200k to 
400k for enforcement on Uber would be the right direction for all of us. Letting Uber in free of charge in my 
mind makes 0 sense, A lot of cities use Uber’s money to help with deficits… example: philadelphia they use 2/3 
of the money made off Uber to help subsidize the school district. Uber is a 5 billion dollar corporation, When 
any other HUGE corporations come in they usually invest somewhat in the cities or state, This is not the case at 
all with Uber, In fact I can’t think of a single way they would spend money here.On top of that 25% of the 
money people spend on uber leaves as soon as there card is swiped.  Some people may say well we are getting 
more jobs, The problem with that is that Uber drives down wages wherever they go, So do we really need more 
low paying jobs? 
 
In closing, I feel this bill is over reaching and unnecessary, Uber does not need an open door to the entire state 
to effectively operate in Alaska. Let the cities and towns decide if they want Uber, And let local regulations 
decide the terms for Ubers entrance. 
 
 
Thank you for your valuable time,  
James Harris  
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