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• Best Beginnings

• thread 

• Johnson-O’Malley Native 
Education Committee

• Cook Inlet Tribal Council (CITC)

• Alaska Native Heritage Center 

• Anchorage School Board

• Anchorage School District 

• Administration 

• Title VII Program 

• Alaska Native Cultural 
Charter School 

• Anchorage Public Library

• Bristol Bay Native Corporation

• Cook Inlet Native Head Start

• First Alaskans Institute

• The CIRI Foundation 

• United Way 

• University of Alaska 
Anchorage, Center for Alaska 
Education Policy & Research 
(CAEPR) 

• University of Alaska 
Anchorage, Center for 
Community Engagement & 
Learning (CCEL)



OUTCOME 1: ALASKA NATIVE CHILDREN ARE 
PREPARED FOR KINDERGARTEN
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CONCEPTUAL 
FRAMEWORK
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KINDERGARTEN PREPAREDNESS KEY ISSUES
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THINGS WE DISCOVERED

• Serious shortage of affordable care

• No way to assess quality of care available, except parent 
instinct

• AN/AI families utilize child care at same rates as non-Native 
families

• There are just under 5,000 AN/AI children in Anchorage 0-5 yrs.

• Parents want to spread the word about child development and 
to have easy access to information 

• State kindergarten assessment is inconsistently implemented

• AN/AI children have the highest rates of ear infections in the 
country
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RESULTS:

• CITC opens Early Head Start offering day long, year 
round care for 70 Alaska Native children ages 0-3 with 
Yup’ik immersion classrooms & MIECHEV home visiting 
program.

• ASD kindergarten teachers are trained on ADP 
implementation and Alaska Native & American Indian 
cultures.

• ARISE parents & partners launch coordinated social 
media campaign to “get the word out” about early 
learning and child development.
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THANK YOU

www.ARISEpartnership.org
facebook.com/arisepartnership

http://www.arisepartnership.org/
http://facebook.com/arise


FROM THE FEED -- LARGE MOTOR SKILLS

https://youtu.be/QiuoY-6EQQA
https://youtu.be/QiuoY-6EQQA

