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Museum Construction Grant Program

House Bill 166 establishes a matching grant program in the Department of Commerce,
Community and Economic Development, for eligible museum construction, expansion or major
renovation projects.

Museums are eligible for this program if they are located in Alaska, entitled to receive state
grants, and provide matching funds from other sources of at least 50 percent of the project
costs.

Alaska has more than 60 museums throughout the state that provide cultural, tourism, and
educational programs. Alaska museums receive 380,993 annual visitors and they serve 29,469
school children each year. Alaskan communities are enriched with the art, history, and cultural
language and education provided at the museums. The approval of this bill will enable
museums to access and leverage funding so that they may improve, expand or upgrade as
needed, when funds are appropriated. Included with the bill documents you will find twenty-
three letters of support from nine different Alaskan museums, four regional or statewide
museums organizations and Senator Bishop.

The award is subject to appropriation and cannot exceed more than 50 percent of the total
proposed project costs. HB 166 is a companion bill for SB 7, Sponsors: STEVENS, Bishop,
Stedman and Egan.



