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November 16, 20156

The Honorable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn Heuse Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressmarn Young:

We ask for your support tmsmmg Alaskans continue to have access to affordable
broadband telehealih services in ryral and Bush comnunities. The Rural Health Care
Universal Service Support budget has remained static for 20 years and must b increased.
The current $400 million budget reraains at the initial level set in 1997, despite inflation,
advances in technology and ineressed demand for serviges. The FCC expaets that
demand may exceed tie cap for the first time in funding year 2016. An equivalent budget
today, adjusted for inflation, would be about $600 niillion.

Rrral Health Care Universal Servies Support is essential o enable providers to deliver
affordable breadband telchealth services in Alaska’s rural and Bush commmunities. Alaska
received more than $82 million in rural health care support for 2015, a substantial
increase from 2014. If rural Alaskens are to continue to receive the affordable broadband
telehealth services they need, the FCC must increay thi rural heaith care budget and
index it for inflation, as it recently did with E-rate. The FCC has updated the E-rate
busdget from $2.25 billion k1997 to $3.94 billion fer 2016, and indexed it for inflation,
reflecting increases in dewand.

Rural Health Care support enables Bartlett Regional Hospital to access telehealth services
from Providence Hospital in Anchorage through our eICU prograni, accelerate diagnosis
by fagilitating commnnication with specialists in Seattle and Arichotage to whom we
send x-ray and other files. Through improved telecommunications we avoid unnecessary
medivacs and expand local treatment options. The Rural Health Cere Program facilitates
aur belng able to locally serve patients effectively and economically as possible,

Please urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service support budget,
index it for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward 1o future
funding vears. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush communities continue to have
access to affordable broadband wlehealth services, eritical for improving access to care.
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November 16, 2016

The Honorable Senator Sullivan
702 Hatt Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Sullivan:

We ask for your support ensmng Alaskans continue to have access to gifordable
broadband felehealth services in rural and Bush communities. The Rural Health Care
Universal Service Support badget has remained static for 20 years and must be increased.
The current $400 million budget remains at the indtial level set in 1997, despite inflation,
advanees in techaslogy and ineréased demand for services. The FCC expeets that
demand miay exceed the cap for the first time in fundine year 2016, An equivalent budget
today, adjusted for inflation, would be gbout $600 milkon.

Rural Health Cate Universal Servite Sﬂpp‘ort is essential to enable providers to deliver
atfordable broadband telehealih services in Alaska’s rural and Bush o
received more than $82 miliion in nural health care support for 2015, 4%
increase from 2014, If ural Alaskans are to continue to receive the affo
telehealth services ﬁacy nseeﬁi, the FOC mist increase the rural health care budget and
index it'for indl ecently dig with E-rate. The FCC has updated the Eerate
budget from $2.28 bﬂléz:m i 1997 to §3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it {5 inflation,
reflecting increases in demend,

Rural Health Care support enables Bartlett Regional Hospital to access telehealth services
from Providence Hospital in Anchorage through our ¢ICU program, aceelerate diagnosis
by facilitating communication with specialists in Seattle and Anchorage to whom we
sefid x-ray and other files. Through imiproved telecommunications we avoid unnecessary
medivags and expand local treatment options, The Rural Health Care Program facilitates
wur being able to locally serve patienis effectively and eeconomically as possible,

Please urge the FCC fo increase the rural health cave universal service support budget,
index it for inflation, and provide for any unused fomds to be carried forward to fuiure
funding vears. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush cominimities continue to have
access o affordable broadband telehealth services, eritical for improving aceess to care.
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November 18, 2016

The Honorable Senater Murkowskd
708 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Mukowski

We ask for your support ensuring Akaskans continue to have agcess fo affordable
broadband teletiealth services in rural snd Bush commiunities. The Rural Health Care
Universal Service Support budget has remained static for 20 years and must be increased.
The current $400 million budast rermains at the initial level set in 1997, despite inflation,
advances in teéhnology and ineressed demand for services, The FCC expects that
demand may exceed the cap forthe first time in funding yesr 2016, An equivalent budget
today, adiusted for inflation, would be about $600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Supp@ﬁ is essential to enable providers to deliver
affordable broadband elebealth serviees in Alaska’s rurel and Bush communities. Alaska
received more than $82 million in rural health care support for 2013, a substantial
increase from 2014, If rura] Alaskens are to continue to receive the affordable broadband
(elehealth services they rieed, the FCC must inerease the rural hiealth sare budget and
index it for inflation, ¢ it recently did with E-wrate. The FCC has updated the E-rate
budget from $2.23 billion in 1997 to $3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation,
reflecting increases in demand.

Rural Health Care support enables Bartlett Regional Hospital to access telchealth services
from Providence Hospital in Anchorage through our elCU prograny, accelerate diagnosis
by facilitating cormmunication with specialists in Seatthe and Anchorage to whom we
send x-tay and other files. Thtough improved teletormunications we avoid unnecessary
medivaes and expand local treatment options. The Rural Health Care Program facilitates
our being able to locally serve patients effectively and economically as possible.

Please urize the FCC te increase the rural health care universal service support budget,
index it for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future
funding vears. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush communities continue 16 have
access to affordable broadband telehealth services, eritical for improving access to. gare.
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Oetober 18, 2016

The Honorable Senator Murkowski
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 26510

The Honorable Senator Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honerable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn House Cffice Building
Washington, DC 205158

Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Congréssman Young,

T am writing to ask for your support ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to affordable broadband
teichealth services in rupal and Bush communities. The Rural Health Care Universal Service Support
budget has remained static for 20 years and must be incrgased. The eufrent $400 million budget remains
at the initial level ser in 1999, despite inflation, advanices in technology and indreased demand for
services, The FOC expeets that demand may exceed the cap for the first time in funding year 2016. An
equivalent budget today, adjusted for inflation, would be about $600 millien.

Rural Heatth Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver affordable
broadband felehealth services in Alaska’s rural and Bush communities. Alaska received more than $82
million in rural health care support for 2015, a substantial increase from 2014,

T raraf Alaskans are to confinue to receive the affordable broadband telelisalth services they need, the
FCC must increase the rural health care budget and index it for inflation, as it recently did with E-rate.
The FCC has updated the E-rate budget from $2.25 billion in 1997 to $3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed
it for inflation, reflecting inereases in demand.

Rural health care support enables telehealth services to be provided that dramatically improve access 10
care, accelerate diagnosis and treatment, avoid unnecessary medivacs, and expand local treatment options.

In ordet for our organization to feernit and retain a dynamie primary healthoare team working within a
rural setting to reduce health disparities amongst those we serve within the Chugach Region, service
connectivity to provide Telehealth services is a necessity.

Telehealth services serves as an extended healtheare support system for our community health aides,
primary care providers, and patients and family members in need of emergent and specialty care.

Telehealth has enabled us to provide a higher level of support and car¢ that is quick, convenient; and
desperately needed. With our Telehealth service conpectivity and equipment, we have been able to
provide emergent and specialty care services such as cardiology, nephrology, dermatclogy. and oncology
service support amongst other specialty care for our people.

TAMAMTA PIGPET

1840 Bragaw Street, Sute 110 / Anchorage, AK 99508-3463 / (907) 562-4155 / Fax (907) 563-289)  A# of Ours”
A Tribai Qrganization Saving the Chugach Native Peopies of Alaska



Usndoubtedly, without service support and telshealth connectivity our healthcare teams and conimunities
would sutfer loss of life and equahity.

We ask that you urge the FCC to inerease the rural health care universal service support budget, index it
for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future funding years. This will
ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush communities continue to have access to affordable broadband telehealth
services, eritical for improving access ¢ care,

Angela J. Vaﬁir_pooi
Executive Diréetor

jan@chugachmiut.org

CC: FCC Secretary and staff
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Tel: (907) 826-3891
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November 29, 2018

The Honorable Senator Murkowski
708 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Senator Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Cengressman Young,

I am writing to ask for your support ensuring Alaskans continue ta have access to affordable
broadband telehealth services in rural and Bush communities. The Rural Health Care
Universal Service Support budget has remained static for 20 years and must be increased.
The current $400 million budget remains at the initizl leve! setin 1397, despite inflation,
advances in technology and increased demand for services. The FCC expects that demand
may exceed the cap for the first time in funding year 2016. An equivalent budget today,
adjusted for inflation, would be about $600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential i enable providers to deliver
affordable broadband telehealth services in Alaska's rural and Bush communities. Alaska
received more than $82 million in rurai health care support for 2015, a substantial increase
from 2014.

if rural Alaskans are © continue to receive the affordable broadband telehealth services they
need, the FCC must increase the rural health care budget and indsx it for inflation, as i
recently did with E-rate. The FCC has updated the E-rate budget from $2.25 billion in 1997
to $3.94 biliion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation, reflecting increases in demand.

Rural health care support enables teleheaith services to be provided that dramaticaily
improve access to care, accelerate diagnosis and {reatment, avoid unnecessary medivacs,
and expand local treatment oplions.

Specifically, Community Connections routinely utilizes our telehasith system lo provide
psychiatric care to children throughout southern southeast Alaska communities. We also
utilize it to provide mental health therapy and occupational and physical therapy. Telehealth
is a vital and integral part of our seivice delivery system. Without the FCC support, we wauld
not be able to provide these necessary services {o our remote island communities.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service support
budget, index it for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future
funding years. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush communities continue to have
access to affordable broadband telehealth services, critical for improving access to care.

Thank you far your support.

// b /
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Bess Clark
Executive Director
CC: FCC Secretary and staff
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November 7, 20186

The Honorable Senator Murkewski
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: INCREASE NEEDED IN RURAL HEALTH CARE UNIVERSAL SERVICE BUDGET
Dear Senator Murkowski,

i am writing to ask for your suppoert ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to
affordable broadband tele-health services in rural and Bush communities. The Rural
Health Care Universal Service Support budget has remained static for 20 years and
must be increased. The current $400 million budget remains at the initial level setin
1897, despite inflation, advances in technelogy and incréased demand for services. The
FCC expects that demand may exceed the cap for the first time in funding year 2016.
An squivalent budget today, adjusted for inflation, wolld be about $600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver
affordable broadband tele-heglth services in Alaska’s rural and Bush communities.
Alaska received more than $82 million in rural health care support for 2015, a
substantial increase from 2014.

i rural Alaskans are to continue to receive the affordable broadband tele-health services
they need, the FCC must increase the rural health care budget and index it for inflation,
as it recently did with E-rate. The FCC has updated the E-rate budget from $2.25 billion
in 1997 to $3.94 billion for 20186, and indexed it for inflation, reflecting increases in
demand.

Rural health care support enables tele-health services o be provided that dramatically
improve access to care, accelsrate diagnosis and treatment, avoid unnecessary
medivacs, and expand local treatment options.

Cross Road Health Ministries, Inc. has greatly benefited from Rural Health Care (RHC)
Program funding since 2004. The RHC Program has enabled us to implement
ielecommunications that significantly improve healthicare services in the regions of rural
Alaska we serve. In particular our patients have benefited from us moving from film-
based to digital diagnostic radiology services enabled by secure private connecitivity
between our clinics and radiology vendor. The same connectivity enables us to
securely, reliably and efficiently share information and services between sites, including
access toour EMR and integration of our IP phone systems. The connectivity also
facilitates increased Internet bandwidth, which has allowed us to more fully utilize cloud-



based services for training and collaboration, for example, and video teleconferencing
for meetings.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service
support budget, index it for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried
forward to future funding years. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and bush communities
continue to have access to affordable broadband tele-health services, eritical for
improving access 1o gare.

Thank you for your support.

ju

Joel Medendorp
Cell phone: 907-320-0557
Ermail: jmedendorp@crossroadme.org

IMjm



SITKA COUNSELING & PREVENTION SERVICES, INC

113 Metlakatla Street, Sitka, AK 99835 Ph: 907-747-3636 Fax: 907-747-5316

November 14, 2016
The Honorable Senator Murkowski
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Senator Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Congressman Young,

| am writing to ask for your support ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to
affordable broadband telehealth services in rural and Bush communities. The
Rural Health Care Universal Service Support budget has remained static for 20
years and must be increased. The current $400 million budget remains at the
initial level set in 1997, despite inflation, advances in technology and increased
demand for services. The FCC expects that demand may exceed the cap for the
first time in funding year 2016. An equivalent budget today, adjusted for inflation,
would be about $600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to
deliver affordable broadband telehealth services in Alaska’s rural and Bush
communities. Alaska received more than $82 million in rural health care support
for 2015, a substantial increase from 2014. '

If rural Alaskans are to continue to receive the affordable broadband telehealth
services they need, the FCC must increase the rural health care budget and
index it for inflation, as it recently did with E-rate. The FCC has updated the E-
rate budget from $2.25 billion in 1997 to $3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for
inflation, reflecting increases in demand.

Rural health care support enables telehealth services to be provided that
dramatically improve access to care, accelerate diagnosis and treatment, avoid
unnecessary medivacs, and expand local treatment options.



The communities of Yakutat and Sitka have been significantly affected by the
ability to provide Tele-Behavioral Health services. The small community of
Yakutat can access eight master levet Clinicians across the Vidyo system. The
access to services continues to help and support a number of families. We
welcome all clients and don't place barriers to service, we help connect people to
the services they need, weather those services are available within the agency or
through referral. We recognize that healing is for the whole person; each person
is assisted in developing a plan for their recovery and encouraged to develop
new skills.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rurat health care universal service
support budget, index it for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be
carried forward to future funding years. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush
communities continue to have access to affordable broadband telehealth
services, critical for improving access to care.

Thank you for your support.

s ;ij,\@/z_-
Amy Zanuzoski
Executive Director
907-747-3636
amyz@scpsak.org

CC:
FCC Secretary and staff



October 25, 2016

The Honorable Senator Murkowski
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Senator Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE:  Rural Health Care Universal Services Support
Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Congressman Young:

T am writing on behalf of the Alaska Tribal Administrator’s Association to ask for your support
ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to affordable broadband telehealth services in rural
and bush communities. For those communities who do not have affordable broadband telehealth
services, we ask that access to those services be provided.

Y ou may know the Rural Health Care Universal Service Support budget has remained static for
20 years and must be increased. The current $400 million budget remains at the initial level setn
1997, despite inflation, advances in technology and increased demand for services. The FCC
expects that demand may exceed the cap for the first time in funding year 2016. Anequivalent
budget today, adjusted for inflation, would be about $600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver affordable
broadband telehealth services i Alaska’s rural and Bush communities. Alaska received more
than $82 million in rural health care support for 2015, a substantial increase from 2014.

If rural Alaskans are to continue to receive the affordable broadband telehealth services they
need, the FCC must increase the rural health care budget and index it for inflation, as it recently
did with E-rate. The FCC has updated the E-rate budget from $2.25 billion m 1997 to $3.94
billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation, reflecting increases in demand.

Rural health care support enables telehealth services to be provided that dramatically improve
access to care, accelerate diagnosis and treatment, avoid unnecessary medivacs, and expand local
treatment options.

9138 Arlon Street, Suite B6 | Anchorage AK 99507 | 907.222.1310 or 844 RuraiAK
www aklaa.org



Rural Health Care Universal Support - Page 2

The Mission of ATAA is to develop a collaborative atmosphere of knowledge sharing and
professional support among Alaska’s Tribal Administrators; and to promote effective tribal
administration resuliing in greater self-governance, community sustainability, and leadership.

We work collaboratively with tribal organizations, tribal leadership and tribal staff to improve
local access to quality medical/health care services. Affordable broadband is the most significant
factor in the delivery of quality health care services through the use of telehealth tools. Without
affordable broadband, many rural clinics across Alaska could not afford to use telehealth tools to
provide and promote patient-centered health care and patient safety. In Alaska, telehealth is
heavily utilized to connect patients with a higher leve] of care and specialty services. Using
telehealth techmologies is a key factor in avoiding high cost and travel stress on elders or as
routinely happens, separating children from a parent who cannot afford to travel with thewr child.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service support budget,
index it for mflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future funding
years. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush communities contipe to have access to
affordable broadband telehealth services, critical for improving access to care.

Thank you for your support.

ALASKA TRIBAL ADMINISTRATORS ASSOCIATION

%,—m

Teresa Jacobsson
Founder/Chair

CC: FCC Secretary and Staff



Municipality of Skagway

January 25, 2017

Represeoctative Sam Kito
State Capitol Room 404
Juaeau AK 99801

Dear Representative Kito,

1 am writing to ask for your support ensuring Alaskans coatinye to have access to affordable broadband telehealth serviees in
rural and Bush communities, The Reral Health Care Universal Service Support budget has remained static for 20 years arid
must be increased. The current $400 million budget remains at the initial level set in 1997, despite inflation, advances in
technology and increased demand for services. The FCC expedis that demand may exceed the cap for the first time in
funding vear 2016, An equivalent budget today, adjusted for inflation, would be about $600 million.

Rurgl Health Care Universal Service Support is essentia] to enable providers to deliver affordable brosidband telehealth
seivices in Alaska’s rueal and Bush communities. Alaska recéived maore thim 382 million in rural heulth care support for
2015, 4 substantial increase from 2014,

If rurat Alaskans are to continge o receive the affordablé broadband telehealth services they need, the FCC must ibiorease the
rural Bealil care budget and index it for inflation, 4s it récently did with E-ate, The FCC bas updated the E-vafe budget from
£ 25 billion in 1997 to$3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflatibn, reflecting increases in demand.

Rural hidlth care support enables telehealtth services t be provided that dramsatically improve access 19 gase, secelerate
diagnosis and treatment, svold unnecessary wedivacs, apd expand local treatment options.

Dahl Memorial Clinic has utilized broadbend telehealth services for several yeéars to send x-ray and uftrasound imaging fo
radiologists in Jimeau for reading and iterprettion. It is 4 vital part of the medical services we provide t our sroall
community std the thousands of seasonal visifors who come fo our fown each year.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the raral health care universal servide support budget, index it for inflation, and
provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future funding years. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush
communities continue to have access to affordable broadband welehealth services, eritical for imiproving access to care,

Fhank you }‘c}r your suppost. AF
A A i,

efly O°Boik |
Clifiic Executivé Director
(907) 9832255
s.oboyle(@skagway.org

CC: FCC Secretary and staff

P.0. BOX 537 SKAGWAY, AK 9984p PHONE g07-983-2255 — Fax 907-683-2793




Dahl Memorial Clinic

Municipality of Skagway

January 23, 2017

Senator Dennis Egan
State Capitol Room 417
Juneau AK 99801

Diear Senator Egsn,

1am writing to ask for your suppors ensuring Aldskans continiue to have access to affordable broadband telehealth services in
rural and Bush communities. The Rural Health Cave Universal Service Support has remaimed static for 20 years asd
st be increased. The current §400 million budget remains at the initial level setin 1997, despite inflation, advances
technology and increased demand for services. The FCC expects that demand may exceed the cup for the first time in
funding year 2016, An equivalent budget taday, adjusted for inflation, would be about S600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential fo enable providers to defiver affordable broadband telehealth
services in Alaska’s rural and Bush communities. Alaska received more than $82 miflion in rural health care support for
201%, a substantial increase from 2014

IF riral Alagkays are to continné to receive the affordable broadband telehealth services they need, the FCC must increase the
rural health care budget and index it for inflation, as it recently did with E-rate. The FCC has updated the E-rate budget from
$2.25 hillion in 1997 to £3,94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation, reflecting increases in demand.

Rural health care support enables tefehealth services 16 be provided that dramatically improve aecess to care, accelerate
disgnosis and treatment, avoid urmedessary medivass, and expamd léical trestment options.

Drabl Memorial Clinie has utilized broadband telehealth services for several vears to send x-ray and uliraseund imaging to
radiologists in Juneau for reading and interpretation. It is & vital part of the medical services we provide to our small
community and the thousaids of sgasonal visitors who come to our town each year.

We ask that you urge the FCC to ingrease the rurtl health care universal service support budget, index it for inflation, and
provide for any navsed funds to be carried forward to fture funding years. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush
communities continie to have ateess to affordable broadband telehealth serviees, critical for improving fccess K care.

7,

ok

Clinic Executivé Director
(967) 983-2255
s.oboyle@skagway.org

CC: FCC Secretary and staff’
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Dahl Memorial Clinic

Municipality of Skagway

January 25, 2017

The Honorable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Drear Congressman Young,

I amn writing to ask for your suppoit ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to affordable broadband telehielth services in
yural and Bush communities. The Ruis] Heslth Care Universal Service Support budget Bas remained static for 20 years and
st be increased. The current $400 mitlion budget remains at the nitial level set in 1997, déspite inflation, advances in
tevhnology and increased dernand By sérvices. The FOC expects that demand may exeged the cap for the first time In
funding vear 2016, An equivalént budget today, adjusied fbr inflation, would be abott $600 million.

Ruwal Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver affordable broadband telehealth
services in Alaska’s rural and Bush coramumities, Alaska recéived migte thae 582 millien ib rural health care suppore for
2013, a substantial incresse from 2014

I raral Alaskans ate to continue to receive fhe affordable broadiend telchealth serviges they seed, the FOQ must inerease the
rural health care budget and index it for inflation, as it recently did with E-rate, The FCC hus updated the E-rate budget from
$2.25 billion in 1997 %o $3.94 billien for 2016, and indexed i for inflation, reflecting increases in derand.

Rural health care support enables telehealth services fo be provided that dramatically improve accéss o gare, aocelerate
diagrosis and treatthent, avoid unnecessary medivaes, dnd expand local treatment options.

Dahl Memorigl Cliaic hag ntitized broadbani felehealth services for several years to sénd x-miy and ultrasound imaging to
radiclogists ify Junean for reading and interpretation. It is a vital part of the wedical sérvidet 'we provide to our smakl
comemusrity and the thousands of sedsinal visitors who coine o 64r town each year.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rural health care umiversal service support budget, index it for infletion, and
provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to fituee funding years. This will ensare Alaska’s rural and Bush
communities conlinue to have access to affordable broadband tefehealth services, critical for improving access to care.

anly;yml‘ ie: OUP SUPPOrt.
ST % o

Shaliy O’Beyle / ;
Clinic Exceutiv Birector
(907} 983-2255
s.obovle@skagway.org

CC:FCC Secretary and stafl

P.0.BOX 537 SKAGWAY, AK 99840 PHONE 907-983-2255 — Fax 907-983-2793




Dahl Memorial Clinic

Municipality of Skagway

Janmary 25, 2017

The Honerable Senator Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Bullding
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Sullivan,

1 amn writing to ask for your support ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to affordable broadband felehealth sepvices in
vurdd mad Bush comamunities. The Rural Health Care Universal Service Sepriort budget bas resiairied siatic for 20 végrs and
ust be increased. The current $400 million budget remains ot the initiel level set in 1997, despite inflation, advances in
technology and ingreased demand for services, The FCC expects that demand may excesd the cap for the fivst Bme I
funding year 2016, An equivalent budget today, adjusted for inflation, woidd be about 5600 million.

Ruiral Heslth Care Universal Service Support is éssential to enable providers o deliver affordable broadband telehealth
services in Alaska’s rural and Bush cominjumities, Alasks received more thin 882 million in rural health care support for
2015, a substantial increase from 2614,

1 rural Alaskans are to continue to receive the affordable broadband telehealth services they need, the FOU must increase the
il health care budget and index it for inflation, as itrecently did with E-rate. The FCU has updated the F-rate budget from
$2.25 billion 1 1997 1 $3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation, reflecting increases is demand.

Rural health care support enables telchenlth services to be provided that dramatieally improve access to care, accelerate
diagnosis and treatment, sveid uanecessary medivacs, and expand local treatment options.

Dkl Mensorial Chinle Bas utilized broadband telehealth serviees for several years to send x-ray and viisasound imaging to
tadiologists in Junesn for reading and interpretation. H is a vital part of the miedical services we provids 1o pur seall
cornminity and the thousands of seasonal visitors who come 1o our fown cach year.

We gsk that you arge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service support budget, index it for inflation, and
provide for sy unused fands to be carried forward o future funding years. This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bush
communities continue to have access fo affordable broadband telehealth services, critical for improving access to care,

YR ?ﬁ?ﬁm Sﬂ;}pﬂr;
i 1;"5 i
AL ’?ﬁf‘;fmnge,

(907) 983-2255
s.oboyle@skagway.org

CC: FCC Secretary gnd staff

P.O. BOX 537 SKAGWAY, AK 99840 PHONE 907-983-2255 — Fax 907-983-2793




Dahl Memorial Clinic
Muricipality of Skagway

Tanugry 35, 2017

The Honorable Senator Murkowski
769 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski,

[ & writing to sk for your suppert easuring Alaskans gontinue to have aceess to affordable broddband telehealth services in
rural gid Bush comybumities. The Rural Health Care Universal Service Support budget has remained static for 20 vears and
miast Be increased. The cusrent $400 million budget remains at the initial level set in 1997, despite inflation, advances in
wechnology and increased demand for services. The FCC expects that demand may exceed the cap for the first time in
funding vear 2016, An equivalent budget today, adjusted for inflation, would be about $600 million.

Ruﬁl Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to eniable providers to deliver affordable broadband telehealih

services in Alaska™s rural and Bush communities. Alaska received more than $82 million in rural heslth care sippoit for
2015, 2 substantial increase from 2014.

1f rural Alaskans dre to continue to reveive the sfforidable broadband felcheslih services they need, the FCC must morense the
rizral Heaith cere budget and index it for inflation. as it recently did with E-vate. The FOC has updated the E-rate budget from
€2 25 billion in Y997 to $3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation, reflecting increases in demand.

Rurgl hizalth care support cnables telehealth services to be provided that dramatically improve aceess (o care, accelerate
diagnosis and treatment, svoid unnecessary medivacs, and expand local treatment opfions.

Dahl Memiorial Clinie has utilized broadband telehealth services for several vears to send x-my and ultrasound inmging to
radiologists in Juneas for seading snd interpretalion. It is 4 vifal part of the medivsl services we provide w our small
commumnity and the fhonsands of séasonal visitors whe come 16 our town each vedr,

We ask fhat vou urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service support badeet, lndex it for Inflation, and
provide for any wiused Tunds to bé carded forward to future funding yéars, This will ensure Alaska’s rural and Bugh
cominunitics contitiue o have access fo affordable broadband telehealth servives, eritical for Iniproving zecéss to care.

Thank yoy for your support.

Shelly G'Boyls
Clinic Executive Director
(907) 983-2255
s.obovie@skagway.org

CC: FCC Seeretary and staff

£

P.O. BOX 537 SKAGWAY, AK 99840 PHONE g907-983-2255 - Fax 607-983-2703




Ninilchik Traditional Council
P.O. Box 39070
Niniichik, Alaska 99639
Phone: 207 567-3313 / Fex: 907 567-3308
E-mail: ntc@ninilchiktribe-nsn.gov
hinilchiktrtbe-nsn.gov

Cctober 26, 2016

The Honorable Senator Murkowski
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washingten, DC 205310

Dear Senator Murkewski,

My name is ivan Z. Encelewski, Executive Director for the Ninilchik Traditional Council, governing body for the
Ninilehik Village Trite. | am writing to ask for your support to ensure Alaskans continue to have access to
affordable broadhand telehealth services in rural villages. The Rural Health Care Universal Service Support budget
has remained static for 20 years and must be increased. The current 5400 million budget rernains at the initial level
set in 1897, despite inflation, advances in technology and increased demand for services. The FCC expects that
demand may exceed the cap for the first time in funding year 2016. An equivalent budget today, adjusted for
inflation, would he about 5600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver affordable broadband
tetehealth services in Alaska’s rural villages. Alaska received miore than $82 million in rural heaith care support for
2015, a substantial increase frorn 2014.

if rural Alaskan villages are to continue to receive the affordable broadband telehealth services they need, the FCC
must increase the rural health care budget and index i for inflation, a5 it regently did with E-rate. The FCC has
updated the E-rate budget from $2.25 billion in 1987 to $3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation,
reflecting increases in demand.

The Ninilchik Traditional Council Community Clinig, the primary care facility for the rural village of Ninilchik,
appreciates. the opportunity to utilize the telehealth services that dramatically improve access to care, accelerate
diagnosis and treatrwent, enable video conferencing for remote consuftation with patients, as well as ability to
improve the ViMware infrastructuré between facilities. We recognize the increased need for affordable broadband
telehealth services in rural Alaska, as it has certainly enhanced ocur capability to provide better healthcare service
to our rural residents.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rufal health care universal service support budget, index it for
inflation, and provide for a2ny unused funds to be carried forward to future funding years.

Respectfully,

Yoo ¥

tvan Z. Encelewski, Executive Director
Ninilchik Traditional Council

C: Heather Cavanaugh, APR Director - Corporate Communications



Ninilchik Traditional Council
P.O. Box 39070
Ninilchik, Alaska 99639
Phone: 907 567-3313 / Fax: 907 567-3308
E-mail: ntc@ninilchiktribe-nsn.gov
ninilchiktribe-nsn.gov

Octoher 26, 2016

The Honarable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20545

Bear Congressman Young,

My name is {van Z. Encelewski, Executive Director for the Ninilchik Traditional Council, governing body for the
Ninilchik Village Tribe. | am writing to ask for your support to ensure Alaskans continue to have access to

has remained static for 20 years and must be increased, The current $400 million budget remains at the initial level
set in 1997, despite inflation, advances in technology and increased demand for services. The FCC expects that
demand may exceed the cap for the first time in funding year 2016. An equivalent budget today, adiusted for
inflation, would be about S600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver affordable broadband
telchealth sérvices in Alagka’s rural villages, Alaska received more than $82 million in rural health care support for
2015, a substantial ingrease from 2014.

If rural Afaskan villages are to continue tp receive the affordable broadband telehealth services they need, the FCC
must increase the rural health care budget and index it for inflation, as it recently did with E-rate. The FCC has
updated the E-rate budget from $2.25 bitlion in 1997 to 533.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation,
reflecting increases in demand.

The Ninilchik Traditional Council Community Clinic, the primary care facility for the rural village of Ninilchik,
appreciates the epportunity to utilize the telehealth services that dramatically improve access to care, accelerate

improve the VMware infrastructure between facilities. We recognize the increased rieed for affardabile breadband
telehealth services in rural Alaska, as it has certainly enhanced our capability to provide better healthcare service
to our rural residents.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service support budget, index it for
inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future funding years.

Respectiully,

o Y

lvan Z. Encelewski, Executive Director
Ninilchik Traditional Cauncil

C: Heather Cavanaugh, APR Director - Corporate Communications




Ninilchik Traditional Council
P.O. Box 39070
Ninilchik, Alaska 99639
Phone: 207 567-3313 / Fax: 907 567-3308
E-mail: ntc@ninilchiktribe-nsn.gov
ninilchiktribe-nsn.gov

Qctober 26, 2016

The Honorable Senator Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, BC 20510

Dear Senator Suilivan,

My name is bvan Z, Encelewski, Executive Director for the Ninilchik Traditional Council, governing body for the
Ninilchik Viliage Tribe, | am writing to ask for your support to ensure Alaskans continue to have access (o
affordable broadband telehealth services in rural villages. Thé Rural Health Care Universal Service Support budget
has remained static for 20 years and must be increased. The current 5400 miilion budget remains at the initial level
set in 1997, despite inflation, advances in technology and increased demand for services. The FCC expects thal
demand may exceed the cap for the first time in fuhding viear 2616. An equivalent budget today, adjusted for
inflation, would be about $600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver affordable broadband
telehealth services in Alaska's rural villages. Alaska received more than $82 million in rural health care support for
2015, a substantial increase from 2014.

if rural Alaskan villages are to continue to receive the affordatle broadband telehealth services they need, the FCC
must increase the rural health care budget and index it for inflation, as it recently did with E-rate. The FCChas
updated the E-rate budget from $2.25 billion in 1997 to $3.94 billion for 2018, and indexed it for inflation,
reflecting increases in demand.

The Ninilchik Traditional Council Community Clinic, the primary care facility for the rural village of Ninilchik,
appreciates the opportunity to utilize the telehealth services that dramatically improve access to care, accelerate
diagnosis and treatment, enable video conferencing for remote consultation with patients, as well as ability to
improve the YMware infrastructure betwesn facilities, We recognize the increased need for affordable broadband
telaheaith services in rural Alaska, as it has certainly enhanced our capability to provide better healthcare service
to olr rural Fesidents.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service suppoft budget, index it for
inflation, and pravide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future funding years.

Respectfully,
lw—- Y e

hvan Z. Encelewski, Executive Director
Ninilchik Traditional Council

C: Heather Cavanaugh, APR Director - Corporate Communications




230 East Marydale Avenue - Soldoing, slaska - 99669 - wiow.pchsakoorg
We are 2 501{< 1 3] nonprufit. Please consider 2 donation.

ADMINISTRATION Soldotna el SUT7.260.7300 » fax 307.260.7301
MEDBICAL Soldoma tel 9072823114 - fax 907.262.9290
BFHAVIORAL HEALTH Soldoton :el907.260.3691 - fax Y07.262.9290
MEMCAL Kenai tel 907.283.3600 - fax 907.283.3601

FENTAL Kenai tel 907 283.775Y « fax 907.283.4843

Peninsula Community
Health Services of Alaska

MEDAL - DENTAL - BR vAYIORAL SfALTH

November 8, 2018

The Honorable Senator Murkowski
708 Hart Senate Cifice Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Senator Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Buitding
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn House Cffice Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Congressman Young,

We are writing to ask for your support ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to affordable
broadband telehealth services in rural and Bush communities. The Rural Health Care Universal
Service Support budget has remained static for 20 years and must be increased. The current
$400 million budget remains at the initial level set in 1997, despite inflation, advances in
technology and increased demand for services. The FCC expects that demand may exceed the
cap for the first tirne in funding year 2016. An equivalent budget today, adjusted for inflation,
would be about $600 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver
affordable broadband telehealth services in Alaska's rural and Bush communities. Alaska
received more than $82 million in rural health care support for 2015, a substantial increase from
2014, Alaska has some of the highest overall utility rates and that is true for telecommunication
and internet service as well, so the support is critical to keep down the high cost of healthcare.

If rural Alaskans are to continue to receive the affordable broadband telehealth services they
need, the FCC must increase the rural health care budget and index it for inflation, as it recently
did with E-rate for schools and libraries. The FCC has updated the E-rate budget from $2.25
billion in 1997 to $3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation, reflecting increases in
demand. Rural healthcare needs a comparable increase.

{G:/505553/597/00090184.D0CX- 1)



Page two

Rural health care support enables telehealth services {o be provided that dramatically improve
access 1o care, accelerate diagnosis and ifreatment, avoid unnecsssary medivacs, and expand
local treatment cptions. The need for teiecommunications and internet service has also grown
over the past several years, with CMS requiring electronic health records and meaningful use to
obtain incentives and aveid penalties. Our healthcare practitioners, as well as patients, have
come to expect that their prescriptions are transmitted electronically and that their medicai
imaging is instantly accessibie.

In recent years the Rural Health Care program has added new programs, First the Healthcare
Connect Fund, which gives a flal 65% discount for broadband expenses was added. Now the
eligibility is going to be expanded fe include Skilled Nursing Facilities starting in 2017. The
additional competition for funding beyand the initial Telecommunications Program has not been
met with additional funding. We are now facing situations where our current multi-year contracts
which had previously been awarded full funding will now need fo compete with all new requesis
and may not be funded in full, although contracts and budgets were put in place with set dollar

values.

We have attached some commenis from our providers, who work so hard in our patient
centered medical home to accomplish our missien of strengthening our community by providing
accessible, affordable health care and who support our core values of innovative,
comprehensive, integrated care for the whole person.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service support
budgst, index it for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to fulure
funding years. This will ensure Alaska's rural and Bush communities continue to have access to
affordable broadband telehealth services, critical for improving access to care.

Thank you for your support.

(&C‘w s

Albert E. Wall
Chief Executive Officer

Peninsula Community Health Services of Alaska, Inc.
907-260-7300

awall@pchsak.org

cC:
FCC Secretary and staff

{G:/505553/597/00090184.00CK-1}



Statements from our providers:

Coiztte Reakl MD
Medical Provider - Kenai Medical

Having high speed internet access, | am able to access the hospitat medical server remotely. Formy
patients who are hospitalized, | am able to view critical results quickly and order remotely interventions
in a timely manner. Last week, | was able to easily track the progress of laber for a mom prior to
delivery of my newborn patient which saved multiple phone calls to the nursery. This also gives me the
ability to appropriately plan arcund my scheduled patients and in a timely way notifies my office staff of
the anticipated time { need to leave to take care of an impending delivery with complications requiring
my attendance. This is pretty hig for me since our PCHS Kenai office is 2 25-30 minute drive to the
hospital. This saves muitiple phone calls between my office and the nursery and avoids a surprise call
where | need to leave and travel to the hospital for an Emergency while affecting the care of my office
patients without reasanabie or timely notification.

(arias A Yalerzuely ANP, FNP-8C
Intarim Medical Director

Family Nurse Pracliioner-idedical

{ am writing on behalf of my patients and employer to discuss the positive impact of high speed internet
access on my current patient care, At our community heaith center, we serve a significant population
with complex medical and psychosocial issues that require immediate evaluation and interventions.
With high speed internet, l am able to access our secured electronic health record and review large
volumes of relevant patient clinical history, medications, and diagnostic reparts. | am able to
immediately respond to patient and clinical issues which then results in delivery of high quality care. For
exampie with high speed internet, [ 2m able to remotely access our electronic health record, review lab
results and reports from a remote location. | am then able 1o contact my patients and make further
recommendations without any delay. Without this vital technolegy, | would not be able to efficiently
manage this data by any other means. | hope that you continue to provide this support for the Rural
Health Care Universal Service Support to allow our community heaith center to access our services.

{G:/505553/597/06090184.00C%-1)



South Penmsﬂla

o Behavroral Health Serv:ces Inc.
3948 Ben Walters Lane Homer Alaska 99603

November 8 2016

The Honorable Senator Murkowski -
709 Hart Senate Office Burld;ng

- " Washrngton De 20510

: -~

The Honorable Senator Sullrvan o
702 Hart Senate Office Burtdrng - I C
Washington D(32051D R N

The Honorable Congressman Young" o
- 2314 Rayburn House Offi ice Buﬂdmg‘ o
Washmgton 2]o4 20515 . o

Dear Senator Murkowskr Senator Sullwan and Congressman Young,

“iam wntmg to ask for. your support ensurlng Ataskans contlnue to have access to affordab!e
broadband telehealth services in rural and Bush commuinities. The Rural Health Care Universal
Service Support budget has remained static for 20 years and must be increased.- The current
- $400 million budget remains at the initial level sét in 1997, desprte inflation, advances in .
technology and tncreased demand for services. The FCC’ expects that demand may exceed the

- cap for the first time in fundrng year 2016 An equrvalent budget today, adjusted for rnflatlon
-would be about $600 million. oL S ‘

' Rural Health Care Umversal Ser\rlce Support is essential to enable prowders ta del;ver
affordable broadband teleheaith services in Alaska’s rural and Bush cofmmunities. Alaska
received more than $82 mllllon in rurai health care support for 2015 a'substantial | mcrease from '
2014 ’ -

If rural Alaskans are to conttnue to recerve the affordable broadband telehealth services they
need the FCC must increase the rural health care budget and mdex it for- mflatron as it recently .
~'did with E-rate. The FCC has updated the E-raté budget from $2.25 billion in 1997 to- $3. 94
blllron for 2016 and mdexed it for rnflatron reﬂectrng mcreases in demand ' e

Rural health care support enables telehealth services to be prowded that dramatrcally rmprove N
~ access to care, accelerate dlagnosls and treatment avord unnecessary med:vacs and expand
-local treatment optrons - ',’ R C L :

South Penrnsula Behawora! Heatth Servrces prowdes behavroral health services on the lower -

Kenar Peninsula, which include mental health treatment services, development disability support '_ -

. ser\rlces and llmrte;:l substance abuse treatment We: also provrde psychratric services

C .

~Phone (007) 2357701 . Fax (907) 2352200 . www.spbhs.org _



E

_ mciudmg medlcat:on management We use an e!ectronlc health record whlch is internef based
requiring us to have fast and rellable internet service in order to provide accurate and tlmeEy

client records. We also part|<:|pate in a'couple of intensive therapeutic. programs whlch requ:re ’

transfers of large data files in order for us to comply with the requirements of the programs, .

which' greatly benefits our clients. Our agency often hosts web-based training for our staff as

- well as'the surrounding commumty, ‘and we depend upon a fast and reliable intemet connection
" to maintain & well trained staff and commumty As our electronic health record grows, and as

the State Of Alaska requires more real-time data, we will be even mdre reliant on a rehable

" connection, and will be requestmg higher bandw;dth to accommodate our growmg heeds.

We ask that you urge the FCCtoi increase the rural health care ufiversal service support

- budget; index it for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future.
“funding years. This will ensure Alaska’ s rural and Bush communities cont:nue to have access to-
affordable broadband telehealth services, cnt:ca! for i 1mprovmg access to care.

- | Thank you for your suppor’t

Carla Me:tler

Chief Operating Officer -
- South Peninsula Behav:oral Heaith Ser\nces
Homer AK. '

90'_7~235-9233

cc: A
FCC Secretary and staff
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10 March 2017

Representative Bryce Edgmon
Speaker of the House

Capitol Room 208

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Edgmon:

[understand that House Joint Resolution 14, urging the Federal Communications Commission to
mncrease the Rural Health Care Program Budget was introduced on March 6, 2017 and referred to
the House Labor and Commerce Committee. The Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, Inc. is in
full support of this effort.

Rural clinics and health care providers in remote areas of Alaska depend on the Rural Health Care
Universal Services Support program to offer essential telehealth services, crucial in providing
adequate health care. Sadly, the support budget that makes this possible has been capped at the
same level since it was established in 1997, After twenty years of advances in technology, increases
in demand, and the effects of mflation, it is expected that the 2017 demand may exceed that cap for
the first time. These services are critical in providing adequate health care in rural Alaska, and we
urge the FCC to increase the Rural Health Care Universal Services Support Budget sufficiently to
adjust for inflation, technological advancement, and increased demand for broadband-based
services.

Sincerely,

Dimitri Philemonof
President/CEO



CASTERN ALEUTIAN TRIBES
3380 C Streer, Suite 100 (907) 277-1440 ¢ Fax (207) 277-1448
Anchorage, AK 99503 www EATribes.org

March 14, 2017

RE:  Support for HIR 14 to increase the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) Rural
Health Care Universal Service Support Budget

Dear Representative Bryce Edgmon;

Eastern Aleutian Tribes (EAT) supports HIR 14, an increase to the Federal Communications
commission (FCC) Rural Health Care Universal Service Support Budget in order to ensure
Alaska can continue to expand access to affordable broadband telehealth service in remote
communities.

EAT is a non-profit organization in Alaska’s Aleutian Islands, a region that covers an
approximately 100,000 square miles, an area slightly larger than Virginia, Kentucky, and
Maryland combined. The Aleutian Islands is vast, remote and has frequent inclement weather,
making healthcare service a challenge.

The Rural Health Care Universal Services support program enables healthcare providers in
the most remote communities of Alaska to offer telehealth services that dramatically improves
access to care. These services can expand locally available treatment options, accelerate
diagnosis and treatment, and help in avoiding unnecessary travel for care. Also our telehealth
system has enabled EAT to provide local availability of behavioral health care (mental and
substance abuse services), which has grown significantly in recent years.

The support budget that makes this possible has been capped at the same level since it was
established in 1997. For most of its existence, the budget’s $400 million cap has been
adequate to meet the demands of the programs. However, following two decades of advances
in technology, increases in demand, and the effects of inflations, the FCC expects that in 2017
demand may exceed the cap for the first time.

The State of Alaska has no funding obligations to the Rural Health Care Universal Service
Support fund. The entirety of the program is funded through Universal Service charges.

HIJR 14 urges the FCC to increase the Rural Health Care Universal Service Support Budget
sufficiently to adjust for inflation, advances in technology and the services available with
increased broadband, and the increase in demand for broadband-based services. Additionally,
the resolution encourages the FCC to index the program budget for inflation and provide for
any unused funds to be carried forward to the future funding years. In doing so, the FCC will
allow Alaska healthcare providers to continue improving access to care in the most remote

rloime T + - NP S Mo
Working Together to Promote Healthy Communities
Adak ¢ Alutan # Cold Bay ¢ False Pass ¢ King Cove ¢ Nelson Lagoon ¢ Sand Point ¢ Whitder



parts of the state.

I appreciate this opportunity to share how important affordable broadband telehealth service is
to us. Without the financial assistance that EAT receives from FCC, we would be unable to
provide telehealth services, which would dramatically increase the travel costs in our region.
Unfortunately, not all patients have access to travel assistance provided by Medicaid or the
Alaska Tribal Health Compact, so they would do without higher levels of health care that we
cannot provide directly in our clinics, which would dramatically decrease their quality of
health. If you have any further questions, please contact me at 907-564-2510 (direct), 1-866-
328-4911 (within Alaska), or JenniferH@EATribes.net.

Sincerely,

el

M")‘M’L

ennifer Harrison
CEO

Cce:

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary Federal communications Commiission
Senator Lisa Murkowski

Senator Dan Sullivan

Congressman Don Young

EAT Board of Directors

g fns g 7 oy e Jb ey
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Bristol Bay Area
Health Corporation
6000 Kanakanak Road

P.O. Box 130
Dillingham, AK 99576
(907) 842-5201
(800) 478-5201
FAX (907) 842-9354
www.bbahc.org

Bristol Bay Area
Health Corporation is
a tribal organization

representing 28 villages in

Southwest Alaska:
-
Aleknagik
-
Chignik Bay
-
Chignik Lagoon
-
Chignik Lake
-
Clark’s Point
-
Dillingham
-
Egegik
-

Ekuk
-
Ekwok
-
Goodnews Bay

-
Ivanof Bay

-
Kanatak
-

King Salmon
-
Knugank
-
Koliganek
-
Levelock
-
Manokotak
-
Naknek
-

New Stuyahok
-
Perryville
-

Pilot Point
-
Platinum
-

Port Heiden
-
Portage Creek
-
South Naknek
-
Togiak
-

Twin Hills
-
Ugashik
Our mission is to
provide quality
health care with

competence and
sensitivity

January 19, 2017

The Honorable Senator Murkowski
709 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Senator Sullivan
702 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Congressman Young
2314 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: Rural Health Care Universal Services Support
Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Congressman Young:

I am writing to ask for your support ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to affordable
broadband telehealth services in rural and bush communities.

The Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation (BBAHC) was formed by a consortium of Bristol Bay
tribes in 1973 to provide comprehensive health care services to a diverse population in the Bristol
Bay Region. Our mission is to provide quality healthcare with competence and sensitivity.

BBAHC has been a long time recipient of the Rural Health Care Universal Service Support
specifically under the Telecommunications Program. These program funds have been key for our
organization to deploy and use telehealth tools supporting high speed broadband that has become a
platform for 21t Century Electronic Health Records that can be shared securely with other medical
providers directly improving patient care throughout Alaska and allows us to avoid the high cost
of travel where and when we can.

For funding year 2016, the FCC expects that demand may exceed the cap of $400 million. If the
cap is hit; and without knowing the result or impact of requested support by BBAHC, we may
have to reduce or interrupt broadband services currently used to provide healthcare which would
have a huge negative impact on patient care adversely effecting lives a thousands of Alaskans.

BBAHC has worked with our GCI service provider of broadband services for funding year 2016
have already been contracted and provisioned and are already six months in the funding year.
BBAHC is very concerned about the continuity of existing and new rural health care services if
funding requests are reduced (pro-rated) or denied entirely. Our non-profit Kanakanak Hospital
and the 28 villages served simply can not afford to go back to paper, snail-mail and 20" Century
Medicine.

Please urge the FCC to increase the Rural Health Care Universal Service Support budget, index it
for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future funding years.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Clark, President & CEO
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