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February 16, 2017
Senator Lyman Hoffman, Senator Anna MacKinnon
Co-Chairs
Senate Finance Committee
State Capitol Room 532
Juneau AK, 99801
Re: SB 36
Dear Senators Hoffman and MacKinnon:
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But optometry and ophthalmology remain two profoundly different professions, despite
the fact that they both deal with visual disorders. The undergraduate and postgraduate
educational requirements of each profession remain vastly different, while the similarity of
their names continues to sow public confusion as to the education, training and capabilities
of each. As legislators, you cannot afford to be confused.
SB 36, a briefly-worded bill, which seems so very innocent and innocuous on the face of it,
would open the door for optometrists to perform complex, advanced and potentially harm
ful diagnostic and invasive procedures without the years of medical education, training
and experience possessed by M. D. ophthalmologists.
My secondary specialty also prompts me to address the issue of controlled substances. The
current Alaska optometry statute restricts the prescription of controlled substances to those
containing hydrocodone and for a period not to exceed four days. SB 56 places no such re
strictions on the prescription of controlled substances, meaning that optometrists could
prescribe any and all controlled substances for any number of days. Allowing optometrists
to prescribe controlled substances in this manner is highly inadvisable.
First, controlled substances are infrequently prescribed for ocular disorders, as eye pain
does not respond well to them: every ophthalmologist knows this. I cannot recall the last
time I prescribed a controlled substance for one of my patients, but it must have been at
least 10 years ago.
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It’s hardly necessary to repeat the detailed arguments against such a potentially deleterious
bill: it’s likely that you’ve already heard them all and will no doubt hear them again, so I
will not impose on your time other than to say that the human eye is only about an inch in
diameter, weighs only 7.5 grams (¼ oz.), and contains many highly specialized tissues and
cells that produce what is colloquially know as “eyesight.”
In short, the human eye is the most delicate, complex and essential sense organ of all. The
privilege to invade such a tiny, advanced structure with scalpel, needle or laser is not
something to be granted to practitioners who lack extensive medical training, regardless of
their training, skills and experience in optometry.
SB 36 is the most expansive optometric scope of practice bill on the legislathre table in the
United States. Enacting it into law will sooner or later compromise patient safety. Please
oppose it.
Sincerely,

Oliver Korshin, M. D.
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Sen. Anna MacKinnon
Thursday, February 16, 2017 3:01 PM
Senate Finance Committee
FW: SB 36

From: Carl Rosen [mailto:crosen@finite-tech.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 2:49 PM
Anna MacKinnon <Sen.Anna.MacKinnon@akleg.gov>;
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Dunleavy <Sen.Mike.Dunleavy@akleg.gov>; Sen. Natasha Von lmhof
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Subject: SB 36
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Sincerely,
Carl Rosen, MD
Ophthalmic Associates
542 West Second Avenue
Cell: 952-1700
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Wednesday, February 8, 2017

ALASKA
CH LIENS

Alaska Senate and House of Representatives
re:SB36/HB1 03
Dear Elected officials charged with protecting patient safety in a cost-effective manner:
I am an older, pediatric ophthalmologist having transferred from University of Washington to
University of Alaska in 1977 to commit my life to academic excellence and bring state-of-the-art,
evidence-based medical care to the same State of Alaska that partly paid for my medical education
(Alaska Student Loan at Yale and Mayo Clinic).
I am responsible for providing the best care to Alaskan patients. You are, too. We all
are also responsible for providing cost-effective care.
My path to this has been through the most specialized route in some of the finest graduate
in a
medicine programs in the world. Then, I have adapted these practices to modern, urban medicine
to the
subspecialty clinic in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Wasilla and Kodiak, and also adapting the technology

health
most remote villages in Alaska. I work closely with pediatricians, optometrists, nurses, public
to all
officials and charitable organizations to bring state-of-the-art vision screening and amblyopia care

Alaskan children.

I recommend that you NOT support SB36 /HB 103.
Continue to keep the standard of highest training for surgery in Alaska.
Excess numbers of providers eligible to perform elective procedures also INCREASES costs
because un-necessary cases get done, and post-op complications require travel and complex care.
Again, please do NOT support these expansions of surgical privileges in Alaska.
Sincerely,
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Doniece Gott
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Anna MacKinnon
Friday, February 17, 2017 8:36 AM
Senate Finance Committee
FW: SB 36

From: David Zumbro [mailto:sammymoll@icloud.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 7:59 PM
To: Sen. Anna MacKinnon <Sen.Anna.MacKinnon@akleg.gov>
Subject: SB 36

Dear Senator MacKinnon,

I am concerned that Senate Bill 36 is moving forward. This bill is special interest legislation purposefully
for
crafted in ambiguity that potentially allows optometry professionals to regulate and perform eye surgery
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The fact that this bill permits access to all schedules of controlled medications for optometrists should be
and
enough to give you pause about supporting this bill. In my eye surgery practice, I deal with procedures
and
medicine
controlled
conditions associated with severe eye pain on a daily basis. I hardly ever prescribe a
when I do, it is usually just hydrocodone, which the optometrists already can legally prescribe.

I have absolutely no problem with optometry professionals regulating themselves in the practice of optometry.
However, Senate Bill 36 allows the optometry profession to define and regulate optometrists in the performance
state of
of ophthalmic surgery. Consequently it is imperative that the current eye physicians and surgeons in the
statute, it
Alaska have a voice in this legislative process. If ophthalmic surgery is to be defined and regulated in
Bill
Senate
that
Alaskans
makes perfect sense that ophthalmologists should be involved. If it is imperative to
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addendum. This will put everybody on the
36 be passed, please consider adding a definition of eye surgery
the unnecessary rhetoric, protect patients and
same page regarding the definition of ophthalmic surgery, reduce
satisfy all concerned parties.

Thank you for your consideration.

David Zumbro, MD
Vitreoretinal Surgeon and Ophthalmologist

Sent from my iPad
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Doniece Gott
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Anna MacKinnon
Monday, February 20, 2017 10:13 AM
Senate Finance Committee
FW: SB36 Optometry surgical privileges

From: Griffith Steiner, MD [mailto:gsteiner@akeyedoc.com]
Sent: Monday, February 20, 2017 10:03 AM
;
MacKinnon <Sen.Anna.MacKinnonakleg.gov>
To: Sen. Lyman Hoffman <Sen.Lyman.Hoffman@akleg.gov> Sen. Anna
<Sen.Peter.Micciche@akleg.gov>; Sen. Mike
Cc: Sen. Click Bishop <Sen.Click.Bishop@akleg.gov>; Sen. Peter Micciche
<Sen.Natasha.Vonlmhof@akleg.gov>; Sen. Donny
Dunleavy <Sen.Mike.Dunleavy@akleg.gov>; Sen. Natasha Von lmhof
Olson <Sen.Donny.Olson@akleg.gov>
Subject: SB36 Optometry surgical privileges

the Senate Finance Committee:
Dear Co-chairs Senator Hoffman and Senator Mackinnon and members of
SB 36 IS UNIQUELY DANGEROUS.
Very simply:
they deny this, review line 12-13
-Optometrists are asking the legislature to grant them surgical privileges. (If
(6) of the bill. It says it in bold.)
-Optometrists have never been trained in eye surgery.
people that have never been trained
-They are asking permission for the optometric board (a board comprised of
.
in or performed eye surgery) to determine who is qualified to perform surgery
If you pass this bill:
surgery, can both do surgery and
-It must make sense that people that are not surgeons, that never trained in
decide who is qualified to perform surgery.
to operate on your eyes, the eyes of
-You must feel this is appropriate enough that you would allow optometrists
loved ones and the eyes of your constituents.
keep coming up, getting shifted
A similar bill ended up tacked on to a hairdressers bill last year! These bills
misguided persistence on the part
around and keep failing for good reason. I am sorry you keep seeing them, but
ion should not lead to an
of the more aggressive optometrists and the superior numbers within their profess
assumption of validity.
.. .or needed for the health
Thank you for considering this very important issue. Passing this bill is not benign
care of Alaskans.
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Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time if you have any questions.
Griff Steiner, MD
Ophthalmologist, 4th generation Alaskan, performing eye surgery in Alaska for over 20 years.
Anchorage
907-350-4232
gsteiner,akeyedoc.com
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