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Health & Social Services
The Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) was originally established in 1919 as 
the Alaska Territorial Health Department. With the formal proclamation of statehood on 
January 3, 1959, the department’s responsibilities were expanded to include the 
protection and promotion of public health and welfare. These core duties are reflected in 
the mission of the department – to promote and protect the health and well-being of 
Alaskans – and are outlined in Article 7, Sections 4 and 5 of the Constitution of the State of 
Alaska.

Department Home and Resource Links
http://dhss.alaska.gov

Constitutional Authority – Article 7, Sections 4 and 5:
http://ltgov.alaska.gov/services/alaskas-constitution/

Duties of the Department
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#47.05

FY18 Proposed Department Budget
https://www.omb.alaska.gov/html/budget-report/department-table.html?dept=HSS&fy=18&type=Proposed
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QUESTIONS?

Quyana
(thank you)
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