


Some of the 300 different permit types 
available to fishermen.

CFEC permits are organized first by the 
species of fish or shellfish,   also by the 
area of the state,  gear type, and by 
the allowable size of the fishing vessel 

Permits are issued to persons, not 
vessels (just skippers need a permit)

There are 2 broad categories of CFEC 
permits:

1) Limited entry permits for the 80     
fisheries which have been found 
necessary for limiting participation 
(example Bristol Bay salmon drift)

2) next slide



Category 2. of CFEC permits:
Interim-use permits which are for open access 

fisheries, NOT LIMITED and available to all 
comers on an annual basis (example Halibut with 
a longline vessel  less  than 60 feet)

MOST of all permits issued  are for limited entry 
fisheries like Bristol Bay salmon;  all of them 
occur in state waters 
(approx 14,000 for 2017)

FEWER of all permits  issued are interim-use 
permits for open access fisheries, including those 
in Federal waters 
(approx 3,700 for 2017)

Many fisheries occur in Federal waters outside of 
Alaska’s 3-mile limit; nevertheless a CFEC interim-
use permit is necessary to participate (Halibut is a 
prime example)

Even though there are more limited entry 
permits issued, the total of earnings from them in 
2015

$480 million 

far LESS than the 
$1.34 BILLION from interim-
use permits 
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This pie chart is the 17,729 permits 
estimated to be issued for 2017

The most ‘popular’ limited entry permit-
Bristol Bay salmon drift

10% of all permits CFEC will issue in 2017

The most ‘popular’ interim-use permit–
Statewide halibut longline vessel less than 

60 feet
also 10% of all permits for 2017

The 15 permit types capped by the fee 
ceiling-
3% of all permits for 2017

FEES for permits are always 4/10 of 1%
of the market value of 
Limited Entry permits

OR
of the average earnings 
made with a permit type

EXCEPT for 15 permit types capped at $3000 Total permits for 2017



K91O King crab, Dutch Harbor, pot gear vessel 60 feet or greater

K91OG King crab, Aleutian I. , Community Development Quota for Adak Community Development Corp. pot gear vessel  greater than 60 ft.

K91T King crab, Bristol Bay, pot gear vessel 60 feet or greater

K91TD King crab, Bristol Bay, Community Development Quota for Coastal Villages Resource Fund vessel greater than 60ft

M6AB Miscellaneous saltwater finfish, Statewide, longline vessel 90 feet or greater 

M7GG Miscellaneous saltwater finfish, Gulf of Alaska, trawl vessel 60 feet to under 90 feet

M7HB Miscellaneous saltwater finfish, Statewide, trawl vessel 90 feet to under 125 feet

M7HG Miscellaneous saltwater finfish, Gulf of Alaska, trawl vessel 90 feet to under 125 feet

M7IB Miscellaneous saltwater finfish, Statewide, trawl vessel 125 feet or greater

T91Q Tanner crab, Bering Sea, pot gear vessel 60 feet or greater

T91QB Tanner crab, Bering Sea, Community Development Quota for Bristol Bay Economic Development Corp. pot gear vessel 60 feet or greater

T91QC Tanner crab, Bering Sea, Community Development Quota for Central Bering Sea Fishermens Assoc. pot gear vessel 60 feet or greater

T91QD Tanner crab, Bering Sea, Community Development Quota for Coastal Villages Resource Fund pot gear vessel 60 feet or greater

T91QE Tanner crab, Bering Sea, Community Development Quota for Norton Sound Economic Development Corp. pot gear vessel 60 feet or greater

W2AFW Weathervane scallops, Federal waters, scallop dredge vessel greater than 80 feet

Description of the 15 permit types capped by  the fee ceiling of $3000
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This pie chart is the $1.82 BILLION ex-
vessel earnings made at the  dockside by 
fishermen in 2015 (the most recent data 
available)

2015 earnings made with the BB drift  
permit:

$105 million

2015 earnings made with the halibut 
permit:

$88 million

In 2017, CFEC will issue approx 485 of the 
permits capped by the fee ceiling; those 
permits were used to make:

$1.03 BILLION in 2015

Those permits had a fee of $3000, which 
represented %  as low as:

1/10 of 1% of earnings Total ex-vessel earnings



Alaska 
Resident

Non-
resident

Total permits (both limited and 
interim use) issued in 2015

76% 24%

485 Fee Ceiling Permits 
estimated for 2017

17% 83%

Estimated 2017 foregone 
revenue

10% 90%

The complexion of CFEC permits in 
general is mostly Alaska residents

Permits capped by the fee ceiling will 
be mostly non-residents

With the current fee ceiling , there is 
an estimated $2.2 million  which could 
have been collected for 2017 
(foregone revenue to the state).

90% of that foregone revenue would 
be collected from non-residents


