





Hello; my name is Sarah Hetemi and I am here
to testify for a sustainable budget.

Like most Alaskans, the senate majority
understands the situation we are in today — we
are in a fiscal crisis. A handful of legislators
along with the Gov. seems to have forgotten
this. More state spending is simply not an option
at this point, we need to live within our means
and Alaskans know that. We have a $4 billion
deficit, and likely to face one just as large next
fiscal year. State budget reserves should be
used to aid in the transition to a sustainable
budget. A sustainable budget should match
spending levels to long-term revenues.

It sickens me that topics such as lucrative pay
increases to certain state union members and
Medicaid expansion has even been a discussion
this year. Alaska cannot afford such actions. |

The majority of Alaskans support reducing
government spending. Thank you!
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May 22, 2015: Testimony on the badget before the House Finance Committee

Judy Andree from Juneau, Representing the League of Women Voters of
Alaska

The League thanks Representatives Edgmen, Foster, Colver, Stutes, LeDoux,
and Seaton for their letter protecting the Permanent Fund. We also applaud
House Speaker Chenault and Minority Leader Tuck for their continuing
work on a budget compromise.

A true democracy requires the free exchange of ideas and healthy, civil debate
on public policy in an open and transparent manner. This is how the best
public policy is crafted. In a demoeracy, majority rule cannot be a supreme
power onto itself. Compromise is essential.

In addition to compromise, education is the foundation of a functioning
democracy, and democracy requires that public education be a top priority.
Thomas Jefferson wrote, “If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a
state of civilization, it expects what never was and never shall be.”
Unfortunately at the time this only referred to Euro-American men, but we
have fixed that because we listened to the voices of all the people.

The League supports Medicaid Expansion. It is an example of a 60%
majority supporting the 40,000 Alaskans who are in the minority when it

comes to health care coverage.

The League supports the basie democratic tenets of tolerance,
cooperation, transparency, and compromise.

The League supports the exercise of free speech in the form of
testimony. :

The League supports the full financial funding of our system of public
education, the underlying foundation of our democracy. We also support
curricalum that helps these future citizens stay healthy and safe through such
measures as the Alaska Safe Children's Act. Please pass a clean Erin's and
Bree's Law.

It has been a difficult session given the budget crisis. But good public
policy and good problem-solving require the hearing of all involved, the
serious consideration of their ideas, and respectful collaboration. This is the
only way to run a government of, for and by the people. '







