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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. sB 84
2015 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

Section 1 amends AS 14.03.255, Organization and operation of a charter school, (c) by adding: (15) a clause requiring
compliance with AS 14.03.257 if the charter school is a language immersion charter school.

Section 2 amends AS 14.03, Public Schools Generally, by adding a new section AS 14.03.257, Language immersion charter
schools, that defines what requirements must be met in order to be considered a language immersion charter school;
such as, teachers must possess an “indigenous or foreign language immersion endorsement.”

Section 3 amends AS 14.20, Teachers and School Personnel, by adding a new section AS 14.20.021, Teachers at language
immersion charter schools. This requires the department to issue indigenous or foreign language immersion
endorsements to a person who meets four requirements.

Section 4 amends AS 14.20.025, Limited teacher certificates, by removing the ability to teach Alaska Native Languages
with a limited certificate. The bill also removes the ability of the board to require additional academic training under
limited teacher certificates.

Section 5 amends AS 14.20.025, Limited teacher certificates, by adding a new subsection (b) and (c). (b) of this section
defines the period of time a limited certificate may be valid. Initially, one year with and an optional four year extension
based on meeting certain criteria. (c) states that “the board may not require, as a condition for extending or renewing a
limited certificate under (b) of this section, that a person complete additional academic training.”

Section 6 amends AS 14.20, Teachers and school personnel, by adding a new section AS 14.20.026, Limited teacher
certificates for language teachers. This section authorizes the board to issue limited teacher certificates for language
teachers when there are insufficient number of teachers available to a person who meet four specific criteria. Certificates
issued under this section are valid under the same criteria as Section 5, AS 14.20.025, as amended.

Section 7 amends AS 14.20, Teachers and school personnel, by adding a new section AS 14.20.028, Recognition of teacher
certification for Alaska Native language immersion teachers by Alaska Native tribes. This allows Alaska Native tribes to
issue teacher certification for language immersion. The Alaska Native tribe must submit to the department their
certification procedures, but it is not approved by the department.

Sections 3 through 7 would require a Project Coordinator to have independent and overall authority over this review at
DEED. Project Coordinator = $131.2; plus $9.5 department chargebacks for a total cost of $140.7.

Section 8 amends AS 14.30, Pupils and educational programs for pupils, by adding a new section AS 14.30.430, Testing in
language immersion educational programs. “The department shall, to the extent permitted by federal law, allow students
enrolled in language immersion charter schools established under AS 14.03.257 or other language immersion programs to
take statewide standards-based assessments in the language of instruction of the language immersion charter school or
language immersion program.”

The fiscal note is indeterminate because currently the number of programs that fall under this bill is unknown, and an
assessment would need to be developed for each language represented. The cost of the assessment development for
each program would be significant as many of the languages approach words within the language differently and a simple
translation will not be appropriate. The administration of the assessment will also have ongoing costs based on the
number of different languages as each may require specific scoring protocols and scorers who know each language for
open ended items.
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