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Civic Learning in the 21st Century 
Preparation for College, Career, and 
Citizenship 
 



1. Classroom Instruction in government, history, economics, law, geography and 
democracy. 

 
2. Discussion of Current Events and Controversial Issues important to the lives 

of students. 
 
3. Service-Learning linked to formal curriculum and classroom instruction to promote 

public policy solutions to real world problems. 
 
4. Extracurricular Activities that involve students in                                             

school/community activities outside of the classroom. 
 
5. School Governance that involves student participation. 
 
6. Simulations of Democratic Processes 

Guardian of Democracy: The Civic Mission of Schools  
The Six Proven Practices 







Practices an  the latest Research…Please visit



Creat ing Trust  in Government  
Through Civic Educat ion 
The View From Higher 

Educat ion 

Andrew J. Seligsohn [@CompactPrez]  
Campus Compact  [@Campus_Compact ]  

compact .org 



Higher educat ion context  

Diversity among inst itut ions 
Relat ive autonomy of inst itut ions 
Declining public investment  
Liberal arts history 
Pressure to focus on j ob t raining 



State policy: Massachuset ts 
Civic learning as expected outcome for all public 
college graduates 
Defined as: 

 
Civic learning means acquisit ion of the 
knowledge, the intellectual skills and the 
applied competencies that  cit izens need for 
informed and effect ive part icipat ion in civic and 
democrat ic life; it  also means acquiring an 
understanding of the social values that  underlie 
democrat ic st ructures and pract ices. 



Massachuset ts act ion plan 
1. At tent ion to civic learning as a goal in campus 

st rategic plans; 
2. Facilitat ion and support  for campus work in 

civic learning through conferences and meet ings 
to share best  pract ices and provision of funding 
for campus proj ects; 

3. Development  of new ways to measure and 
report  students' civic learning outcomes; 

4. Collaborat ion with the Department  of 
Elementary and Secondary Educat ion to develop 
a cross-sector plan for civic learning from 
kindergarten through college.  



Campus Compact  member pract ices 
Do you t rack part icipat ion in courses that :  
 
 
 
 



Campus Compact  member pract ices 
Does your inst itut ion ident ify specif ic student  
outcomes for community engagement? 
 
 



Campus Compact  member pract ices 
In what  areas do these student  outcomes for 
community engagement  fall? 



Associat ions: AAC&U and A Crucible 
Moment  

2012 report  published in partnership with the 
US Department  of Educat ion 
Called for making college student  civic 
learning “ pervasive and expected”  
Has led to increased collaborat ion among 
higher educat ion associat ions, including 
creat ion of Civic Learning and Democrat ic 
Engagement  network 



Campus Compact  efforts 
Urban and regional civic learning partnerships 
proj ect  with CUMU, Generat ion Cit izen, and 
ECS 
30th Anniversary Act ion Statement  and 
Campus Civic Act ion Planning init iat ive 
Focus on integrat ing student  engagement  into 
broader inst itut ional partnerships for the 
public good 
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Questions?  
 

Please submit them in the question box  
of the GoToWebinar taskbar.   


