Report to Congress June 2006
Sec. 207 of the Alaska Land Transfer Acceleration Act

Chapter I1: Statewide Analysis and Recommendations

Scope

Factors used to analyze the 12 designated areas were: public comments, administering agency
comments, BLM land use plans, BLM internal resource reviews and proposed designations,
BLM overlapping withdrawals, lands previously opened to mineral entry, leaseable mineral

potential, locatable mineral potential, land status, and statewide conveyance priorities. See page 118,
Factors Used in Analysis Table.

Summary

Alaska contains approximately 102,097,900 acres of d-1 withdrawals within Conservation
System Units/National Forest lands (CSUs) administered by the National Park Service, Fish &
Wildlife Service, or the National Forest Service. Public comments favor the maintenance of the
withdrawals until addressed in a land use planning process. In general, the CSU withdrawals
except on Forest Service lands are more restrictive or provide an equal or greater level of
protection than the original d-1 withdrawals. The respective federal agencies recommend with
the exception of ANCSA section 14(h) selections by Native corporations, and ANILCA addition
to the Chugach National Forest (CNF), the d-1 withdrawals can be lifted without adverse effects
on their respective CSUs.

Statewide there are approximately 50,000 acres of 14(h)(1) selections within CSUs overlapped
by d-1 withdrawals. Due to uncertainties in the size and location of these selections, the acreage
was not included in the area matrix analysis. Overlapping d-1 withdrawals which were
recommended and included in a CSU are an important factor in the adjudication of 14(h)(1)
selection, but it is not the only factor considered in determining the validity of a selection in a
CSU. Maintaining or lifting the d-1 withdrawal would not affect the adjudication of the 14(h)(1)
selection. The recommendation to maintain these d-1 withdrawals overlapping 14(h)(1)
selections are incorporated into the report because they were submitted by the administering
agency.

If the d-1 withdrawals are lifted the effects vary on public lands. National Park Service lands
would not be opened to leaseable or locatable mineral entry. Fish & Wildlife Service lands,
outside of designated wilderness areas, would be open to only leaseable entry upon a future
determination of compatibility with individual refuges. Forest Service lands would be open to
leaseable and locatable entry like the rest of the forest with some exceptions. The Forest Service
recommends maintaining approximately 832,000 acres of d-1 withdrawals on the following
areas, to provide temporary protection on sensitive areas until a more appropriate withdrawal or
land management prescription is put into place through the land use planning process.
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Warm Pass RNA

Katzehein Wild River

Nellie Juan Addition to CNF (includes proposed RNAs, WSR, wilderness study area)
College Fjiord Addition to CNF (includes proposed wilderness study area)
Controller Bay Addition to CNF

Portage Area Addition to CNF

Lost Lake Area

There are a total of 56,870,900 acres of d-1 withdrawals administered by the BLM.
Approximately 9,876,000 acres have already been open to some combination of entry for
leasable or locatable minerals. Subsequently, 63% of these lands already opened have been
selected by the State of Alaska or Native corporations. Altogether, approximately 28,584,400
acres of BLM-administered lands are selected, with portions overlapping lands already opened.
If the d-1 withdrawals are lifted selected lands will remain segregated to entry until the lands are
conveyed, the entitlements are met, or the selections are rejected or relinquished. State or Native
conveyance entitlements indicate that 20,000,000 acres of these lands will likely be conveyed.

There are 4,849,300 acres of d-1 withdrawals administered by the BLM overlapping withdrawals
for the Unakaleet, Beaver, Birch, 40-Mile, Gulkana, and Delta Wild and Scenic Rivers (WSR),
Steese National Conservation Area, White Mountains National Recreation Area, and the Utility
Corridor (PLO 5150). The BLM analysis, including draft resource management plans (RMP),
and comments from the public indicate these withdrawals are less restrictive than d-1
withdrawals, and may not sufficiently protect important sensitive or critical resources.
Approximately 2,955,200 acres of d-1 withdrawals, which overlap the Unakaleet, Beaver, Birch,
40-Mile, Gulkana and Delta WSR, and the Utility Corridor, as well as approximately 1,095,300
acres which overlap the following recommendations and RMP proposed designations, should be
maintained to provide temporary protection on these sensitive areas until a more appropriate
withdrawal or land management prescription is put into place through the land use planning
process.

EARMP Bering Glacier RNA

EARMP Slana Settlement Area
KSRMP 300’ Setback Kivalina River
KSRMP 300’ Setback Boston Creek
KSRMP Mt Osborne RNA

KSRMP 300’ Setback Ungalik River
CYRMP 300’ Setback North Fork Unakaleet River
CRRMP 300’ Setback Togawik River
CYRMP 300’ Setback Gisasa River
CYRMP 300’ Setback Nulato River
CYRMP Box River RNA

CYRMP Kaltag Nulato Watershed Area
CYRMP Ishalithna RNA
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CYRMP McQuesten RNA

CYRMP Spooky Valley RNA

CYRMP Peregrine Falcon Habitat Area
CYRMP 300 Setback Indian River
CYRMP 300’ Setback Tozitna River
CYRMP 300° Setback Clear Creek
CYRMP 300 Setback Caribou Creek
CYRMP 300° Setback Ray Creek
CYRMP 300° Setback Squaw Creek
CYRMP Arms Lake RNA

CYRMP Redlands Lake RNA

RFRMP Halibut Cove Forest Study Area
RFRMP Lake Carlanna Municipal Watershed Area

The White Mountains and Steese Areas have RMPs completed in the early 1980s. The Steese
RMP recommended opening the lands to locatable entry, but the decision was never
implemented. There has since been an extensive increase in public use in both Areas and
approximately 1,894,100 acres of d-1 withdrawals should be maintained until the RMPs are
reviewed and updated to reflect current management objectives. The White Mountains and
Steese RMPs are currently scheduled for review in 2007. A total of approximately 6,776,600
acres of d-1 withdrawals, which include BLM and other agency managed lands, should be
maintained at this time.

In summary, there are a total of 158,958,000 acres of d-1 withdrawals in Alaska. Approximately
152,181,400 acres or 95% of these withdrawals could be lifted consistent with the protection of
the public’s interest. Much of these lands would remain segregated or require additional
administrative procedures (NEPA/decisional) before any development can take place. Lifting
these withdrawals would likely provide immediate entry on only 21,459,700 acres or 14% of
these lands. However, the majority of these lands have only low to medium locatable mineral
potential with a few scattered areas of high potential. Very few lands have any known potential
for coal, oil or gas. Most lands with medium to high locatable mineral potential, or known
leaseable mineral potential, were previously opened, and or selected by the State of Alaska or a
Native corporation.
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State Wide Summary

Approximate Acreage in 1,000s
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3= 522S | 288 |=ao |28 B3 | &= &5 ECH
Area 1 20734.1 14175.9 6569 1665 4146 396 | 1293.5 19440.6 2976.6
Area 2 14743 8165 6578 0 31545 | 2532.8 | 2532.8 12210.2 890.7
Area 3 25622 21343.5 4278.5 0 1644.5 1840 | 20125 23609.5 621.5
Area 4 12903 8843.5 4059.5 713 2694.5 0 5 12898 1003.5
Area 5 8141.9 3806.5 4335.4 | 1782.5 3549.9 0 89 8052.9 108.2
Area 6 18348.5 8613.5 9735 2392 1573 80.5 428.2 17920.3 6059.4
Area 7 12880 5244 7636 552 4082.5 0 40 12840 3016.7
Area 8 9930 6256 3674 931.5 3099 0 24.2 9905.8 476
Area 9 13834.5 7015 6819.5 1840 3018 0 0 13834.5 33415
Area 10 16738.5 13806.5 2932 0 1368.5 0 303.6 16434.9 1563.4
Area 11 2725.5 2701.5 24 0 24 0 0 2725.5 0
Area 12 2357 2127 230 0 230 0 47.8 2309.2 1402.2
TOTAL 158958 | 102097.9 | 56870.9 | 9876 | 28584.4 | 4849.3 | 6776.6 | 152181.4 § 21459.7
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Click here: Area 1 Map
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Click here: Area 11 Map
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