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Juneau — The state’s plan
1o huy Fuirbanks Natural
trad drew enticism from
lawniakers for interfering
willl privite industry, but
the head of a private comn-
pany aflected by the deul

<uid he's not lasing sleep
aver the plan.

in @ presentation to

swmakers this weck, the
president of Hifeorp, the
company thiat signed a
deal to buv an affiliated
15 processing facility in

lilcorp president not worried about Pentex purc

44 Dolreally lose any sieep over who owns what in a chain as long as I'm
nroducing more natural gas? No, not overly.”
Hilcorp president Grag Lalicker on the state’s plan to buy Pentex

Pomnt Company. said Hil-
corp still would like to
buy the plant, but he’s not
worried if the state wants
to take it in a different
direction.

“Is the governor inter-
fering in this? My honest
answer is 1 Jdon't think se,”
Greg Laheker said. Do ]
really lose any sleep over
who owas what in a chain
as long as U'm preducing

tnure netural gas? No. not
overly”

The state’s plan to buy
Fairbanks Natural Gas’
parent company Peatex
would include the Point
MacKenzie plant, which s
ovwned by Pentes subiidi-
ary Thtan.

Months hefore the pur-
rhase was annovuneed
Pentes hied entered into an
agreement with Hileory to

explore the purchase and
sign a longterm deal to
buy gas from Hileorp. That
agreement came under
the scrutiny ol the state
Attorney CGeneral amid
anti-trust concerns and
is currenthy uuder review
to ensure the rates on ihe
plant are Fair, a process
that’s expirted to conclude
this summer.

In updates ssued sinee

the project announcement,
state officials have said the
main goal of the purchase
is te ucquire Fairbanks
Natural Gas in a bid to uni-
v and drive down the cost
of distiibution in the Fair-
banks area.

As for the poteatial sale
ol Titan aund the Point
MacKenzie plant to Hil-
vorp. they said the existing
eontracts will still be n
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place.

Lalicker said Hileorp is
still interested in the pur-
chase, but said ullimately
his goal is to continue w
produce tiore gas out of
the Couk inlet,

“T still went to find more
sas. produce more zas in
the Cook Inlet and if some-
one else wants to owp e
bit in the middle. then
we've just gnt to fipure out
haow to make that werk,” he
said.
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