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Legislation
2015: 84th Regular Session

The 84th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature convened on Tuesday, January 13, 2015.
The 31 members of the Texas Senate and the 150 members of the Texas House of

Representatives will consider legislation that directly impacts the lives of 26 million Texans.

7,
140 DAYS FOR EQUALITY

Throughout the 84th legislative session, Equality Texas will aggressively advocate and lobby
for the elimination of discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender
identity/expression.

Formerly Opposed Legislation (concerns have been resolved)
Pastor’s Protection Bill
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Pastor’s Protection Bill
HB 3567 — Sanford Take Action

SB 2065 — Estes
‘r Sign the Pledge
Nothing is more fundamental to the American experience than the free
practice of religion. No church or other religious institution, or clergy person Ml share Your Story
acting in their official capacity as a religious leader, can be forced to celebrate, * Email Your Lawmakers
recognize or serve a person that that institution or person’s religious belief calls
on them to shun. SB 2065 enumerates that already-existing right. The bill is less @ Volunteer
clear than is ideal that those protections do not extend to a clergy person who .‘ S
is employed by the government or a private employer that requires that
services and goods must be provided without bias. Clarity regarding the
narrowness of the bill was provided by the author and sponsor in the floor

debate on the bill, which is a part of the official legislative record.

The final version of this bill, along with the clarified intent in the record, are
proof that religious liberty and the freedom to marry are not mutually exclusive
concepts and that both can be celebrated and protected by the law.




