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To whom it may concern,

I am general manager for KBBI AM890 Homer and KDLL 91.9FM Kenai/Soldotna. I
am also a 61 year, lifelong resident of Alaska, born and raised in
Fairbanks. I have been on the Kenai Peninsula in Anchor Point since 1977.

I have always enjoyed radio but never gave public radio a thought until I
moved to. Here was intelligent radio, quality news, and such a variety of
music! Over the past 35 years I have held many positions, from volunteer DJ
to my current position as general manager. I've witnessed

Radio is important to Alaskans. Not everyone has a smart phone or cable or
internet. When I spend time in Chinitna Bay with my wife, where she lived
for 20 years, dependent on KBBI for news, weather, and Bushline messages
from her family in Oregon. Two years ago it was through the Bushlines that
she learned of her beloved grandmothers death. They depended on weather
forecasts and Bushlines to schedule planes in to land on the beach, and hear
if the flight was cancelled.

The point here is that radio reaches people with information they depend on,
and likely cannot always get from current "in" technology. Residents of the
Kenai Peninsula have trusted KBBI and KDLL to provide accurate and timely
disaster and emergency information. This was evident during the Funny River
fire last summer, the Caribou Hills wildfire of 2007, the Tracy Avenue
wildfire of 2004, the severe weather and floods of 2002, not to mention
several Redoubt and other volcano eruptions. Emergency responders turn to us
to get their information and disaster updates out to the public impacted by
these kinds of events.

You've heard a lot of testimony in support of the good work and service
public radio and television provide throughout the state in so many ways.

I also strongly urge you to reconsider the proposed 100% cut. I hope the
senate finance committee can join with the house committee in finding a
level of reduction that helps the state's current budget problem and leaves
these services intact.

And as a lifelong Alaska, I also urge the legislature to seriously consider
an income tax that will keep some of the oil development dollars in state
and not flying to the lower 48 daily. And reinstitute the school tax that we
all paid $10 into with our first paycheck on the job or of the year. That
was in the early 70's you could go to $25 easy. Again, my 2 cents. Thank
you.

mailto:dave@kbbi.org
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Sincerely,

David S. Anderson
General Manager                                        
KBBI Homer
KDLL Kenai/Soldotna                                                      
907-235-7721 x222
www.kbbi.org/
www.kdll.org
Like us on Facebook
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