From: Brenda Jones

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Fwd: Haines State Forest

Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 2:28:50 PM
Attachments: Haines State Forest Documents.pdf

Dear Finance Committee,

| am writing to ask for your support in keeping the Haines DNR Forestry Office open for the
Haines State Forest.

Haines is a small community of approximately 2,500 residents. We have limited economic
opportunities and are currently suffering with an unemployment rate of 15.3 % (per AK DOL
March 13, 2015 press release attached). The current student enrollment in the public Haines
Borough School District is at the lowest level since 1957 (see attached enrollment chart). We
rely on the Alaska Marine Highway for ferry service and we are aware of the deep cuts that
will be coming to ferry service. Our rural and remote location provides unique challenges. In
addition to our limited economic opportunities, we also have few opportunities for
entertainment and recreation. We do not have movie theaters, bowling alleys, sports
centers, or other amenities available in more populated areas.

However, the people of Haines pursue the best quality of life possible and use our local
resources to their fullest extent. One of the few resources that we have available is the
Haines State Forest. We rely on the Haines State Forest for cord wood and lumber from small
timber operators. We also rely on the Haines State Forest for firewood from down and dead
trees. Road access to the forest is also important for our subsistence needs for berry picking,
mushroom foraging, hunting and fishing just to name a few.

The Alaska Legislature created the Haines State Forest in 1982 as a multiple use area in
support of timbers sales, subsistence activities and recreation. The forest contains 286,000


mailto:brendajones57@gmail.com
mailto:Finance.Committee@akleg.gov

Alaska Statutes

Following are just a few examples of Alaska Statutes that require the State to maintain resources in support of
Alaska State Forests:

AS 41.15,300 ~ Haines State Forest Resource Management Area

(a) The purpose of AS 41.15.30 -41.15.330 is to establish the land and water presently owned by the state
and all land and water acquired in the future by the state lying within the boundaries described in AS
41.15.305(a} as the Haines State Forest Resource Management Area. The Primary purposes for the
establishment of the Haines State Forest Resource Management Area are the utilization, perpetuation,
conservation, and production of the land and water including but not limited to the use of renewable and
nonrenewable resources through multiple-use management and continuation of other beneficial uses
including traditional uses and other recreational activities.

{b) The responsibility for the management, control, development, and maintenance of the Haines State
Forest Resource Management Area established under AS 41.15.300-4.15.330 is assigned to the
department.

AS 41.17.0610

{2} Economic enterprises and other activities and pursuits derived from forest resources warrant the
continuing recognition and support of the state:

{3) The state has a fundamental obligation to ensure that management of forest resources guarantees
perpetual supplies of renewable resources, provides nonrenewable resources in a manner consistent with that
obligation, and serves the needs of all Alaska for the many products, benefits, and serves obtained from them.

AS 41.17.055
(f} The commission shal! locate department personnel with forestry expertise throughout the state to
facilitate public access to professional ma nagement services and other forest resources programs,

AS 41,17.060

{ c) With respect to state and municipal forest Jand only, the following standards also apply (3) to the
extent its capacity permits, forest land shall be administered so as to provide for the continuation of businesses,
activities, and lifestyles that are dependent upon or derived from forest resources.
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Pebruary 25, 1982

The Henorable Jay s. Hammond ,
Governor, State of Alagka
A

Junegu, AR 98811

Dear Governor Bammond: -

Representative Duncan introducedq draft bhilyg in botp
House ang Senate ¢q Serve ag legislative vehicles,

We

recommend that the consensus legislation we have agreed to
be introduced as “sponsor substituteg® for the introducea

legislative vehicles ip the very near future.
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EXHIBIT B PG.2

The Honorable JaY S. Bammond February 26, _198‘2
Page Two ) :

Haines State Porese Remource Management Ares his higheet
priority in terms of timber inventories and reinventories on
state land. :

-

On passage of the proposea conEinsi- Tegislation by
the State Legislature, the National Audubon :vciéty agrees
to request that You remove’ the "moratorium® on development
You established in your letter ¢o Senator Gary Bart of
Colorade dated July 21, 1980. The Society also agrees to

In closing, we would like to thank you ana your
adminstration, Particularly the Department of Natural
Resources, for the strong support pProvided in helping to

. convinced that thig "Alaskan solutjon* has the potentfal for

adequately Drotecting local, state, national and
international resource values and other interests in the
Chilkat and Chilkoot valleys and could well’ S2rve as a model
for resolving similar conflicts elsewhere in the State.
Furthermore, successful implementation of this legislation

Nation as 2 whole that protection ang management of rescurce
values and other interests ecan in fact be svccessfully
accomplished., ' .

Your consideration of this request is greatly

--appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
a of Haines Borough

Or 4/
ayor of City of Haines
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“he Honorable Jay 8. Hammond - | February 26, 1982

2age Three
chfiabel Lumber Conpany
peieTirt g o S

Cons ntion)&meél \L-.g,

L] -

' " Regional Vies President,
. Natio Audubon Society

xecutive Director,
Southeast Alagkas

C;.?ervyn Co nci}i -
Regional éﬁ:r,i U. 8. Pish
& -Wildlife Service

Alaska Miners Association
SWS/ke y Haines Branch .

‘eC: Hon. Bill Ray %m

Hen. Betty Pahrenkamp -
Hon. Jim Duncan .

Hon. Mike Milier
Hon., Bric Sutcliffe
Hon. Ren Fanning
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i STATE?GFQALA$KA
DEPARTMENT OF 'ABOR
_AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Press Release COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE
March 13, 2015 No. 15-08
Unemployment rate at 6.3 percent in January

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was 6.3 percent
in January, essentially unchanged from December’s revised rate of
6.4 percent. The comparable national rate was 5.7 percent.

Not-seasonally adjusted rates increased in 24 out of Alaska’s 29
boroughs and census areas from December to January, typical for
that time of year. Areas that bucked the seasonal trend included

the Aleutians East and Kodiak Island boroughs and the Aleutjang
West Census Area, where economic activity accelerates in January
at the onset of the pollock season and other winter fisheries. As a
result, the Aleutians East Borough and Aleutians West Census Area
were home to the two lowest jobless rates in January, at 2.4 and 2.8
percent respectively.

Sources: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and
Analysis Section; and U1.S, Bureau of Labor Statistics

For detailed employment estimates, see http:five Jaborstats.alaska,
govices/. The estimates are preliminary and subject to potentially large
. revisions,

The state’s urban areas tend to have lower rates year-round with

less seasonality. The Municipality of Anchorage, City and Borough
of Juneau and Fairbanks Notth Star Borough were well below the
statewide unadjusted rate of 7.1 percent at 5.2, 5.5 and 6.3 percent
respectively, The highest rate in the state was in the Wade Hampton
Census Area at 24.5 percent,

The Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce and Development
works with the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics to produce state-
wide and substate labor force estimates, inchiding uremployment
rates. Each decade, BLS redesigns the estimation methods 1o im-
prove accuracy, and these methods underwent significant changes
beginning in 2015. The statewide series will be recreated back to
1976 and will be available by March 20 at iaborstats.alaska, gov/
labforce/. The recreated substate data will go back to 2010 and will
be avaiiable by March 27. Substate data before 2010 will not he
comparable 10 the recreated series.

For more information on the BLS changes to the estimation: meth-
ods, sec www.bls.gov/lau/lauschanges2015.htm or contact Caroline
Schultz,

Contact: Caroline Schultz, Economist (907) 465-6027
Research and Analysis Web site: laborstats.alaska gov

#ith






Labor Force by Borough and Census Area, Not Seasonally Adjusted’

Unemployed

Civilian Labhor Force Number Rate

1157 12114 1114 187 1214 1114 i 1214 114
Alaska 362,347 382,508 352,485 25,773 23,305 27,920 71 6.4 7.7
Anchorage/Mat-Su Region 203,814 206,419 202,932 12,082 10,872 12,682 59 5.3 8.2
Anchorage, Municipality 158,574 161,788 158,662 8202 7515 8,687 5.2 4.6 55
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 44 340 44 830 44,270 3,790 3,357 3,995 8.5 7.5 9.0
Gulf Coast Region 37,754 37,723 37,857 3,284 2998 3,542 8.7 7.9 9.4
Kenai Peninsuia Borough 26,783 27,282 28,583 2,380 2137 2481 8.9 78 9.3
Kodiak island Borough 6,691 6,078 6,666 388 356 475 58 6.5 7.1
Valdez-Cordova Census Area 4,280 4,363 4,308 516 463 586 121 108 138
Interior Region 51,583 53,330 52,174 3,878 3,510 4238 7.5 6.6 8.1
Denali Barough 581 564 623 119 108 155 205 183 248
Fairbanks North Star Borough 45,719 47,324 45,093 2,882 2,600 3,035 6.3 5.5 6.6
Southeast Fairbanks Census Area 2,793 2,842 2,884 387 343 459 138 121 158
Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area 2,490 2,600 25714 §10 458 587 2065 178 228 /
Northern Region 11,559 11,735 11,382 1,202 1,069 1,353
Nome Census Area 4,265 4,357 4,091 498 443 525
North Slope Borough 4,383 4,321 4,203 245 212 248
Northwest Arctic Borough 2,991 3,067 3,008 459 414 580
Southeast Region 35,137 35,685 35,825 2,957 2,680 3,312
Haines Borough 935 909 965 143 115 152
Hoonrah-Angaon Census Area 887 972 .07 257 188 238
Juneay, City and Borough 16,761 16,831 16,975 916 849 898
Ketchikan Gateway Borough 6,458 6,692 5,587 543 516 617
Petersburg Census Area 1,437 1,604 1,456 182 158 221
Prince of Wales-Hyder Census Area 2,615 2,754 2,700 422 368 479
Sitka, City and Borough 4174 4,201 4,252 261 227 305
Skagway, Municipality 600 610 636 128 132 158
Wrangell, City and Borgugh 938 980 964 105 102 120
Yakutat, City and Borough 232 232 239 29 25 33
Southwest Region 22,395 17,614 22,699 2,368 2177 2,789 106 124 123
Aleufians East Borough 3,581 1.751 3.596 87 91 129 24 52 36
Aleutians West Census Area 6,276 3,203 6,316 174 191 256 2.8 8.0 4.1
Bethel Census Area 7,043 7273 7,174 1,008 1,005 1,260 156 138 176
Bristol Bay Borpugh 248 302 258 47 44 54 18.0 146 209
Cillingham Census Area 1,855 1,759 1,980 194 184 235 89 105 118
Lake and Peninsula Borough 516 524 540 87 77 111 16.9 147 206
Wade Hampton Census Area 2,776 2,802 2,825 881 585 743 245 209 263

P = Preliminary. As more information becomes available, data are revised every month for the previcus month and again at the end of every calendar year.

Note: The officiad definition of unemployment excludes anyone wha has nat made an active attempt ie find work in the four-week period up to and ineluding the week
thai includes the 1215 of the reference month, Many in rura Alaska do not meet the definition because thay have not conducted an active Job search dug to the
scarcity of empioyment opportunities.

Unemployment rates that are not seasonally adjusted shouid not be compared with those that are.

Source; Alaska Dapariment of Labor and Worldorce Development, Research and Analysis Section; and 1.8, Bureau of Labor Statistics







acres with approximately 42,000 acres dedicated to timber harvest. These multiple uses were
established in AS 41.15.300 “The primary purposes for the establishment of the Haines
State Forest Resource Management Area are the utilization, perpetuation, conservation,
and production of the land and water including but not limited to the use of renewable
and nonrenewable resources through multiple-use management and continuation of other
beneficial uses including traditional uses and other recreational activities.”

In Alaska we are blessed to have Article 8 of the Constitution to establish Alaskan’s right of use
of the natural resources. Article 8 (2) states: “The legislature shall provide for the
utilization, development, and conservation of all natural resources belonging to the State,
including land and waters, for the maximum benefit of its people.”

| understand that difficult budget choices must be made. Excess revenue has allowed funding
for a tremendous growth in State government that brought added “niceties”. Please note
that the Haines office has been staffed since the 1960’s. This office was not created due to an
expansive growth in State government. It was established over 50 years ago due to a
recognized need for active management of our community’s resources. Acknowledgement of
the need for active forest management was codified in Alaska Statutes more than twenty
years later in support of multiple uses.

As a point of context | am also attaching the 1982 letter to Governor Hommond requesting the
establishment of the Haines State Forest and acknowledging the codified need for active
management in the Haines State Forest Resource Management Area. Please note the letter
expressing the need of the historic legislation that created the Haines State Forest was
supported and signed by representatives from: The City of Haines, Haines Borough, Schnabel
Lumber Company, Lynn Canal Conservation, National Audubon Society, Southeast Alaska
Conservation Council, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and Alaska Miners Association.

Please understand and support our need to keep local personnel with forestry expertise
available to the community in the Haines DNR Forestry office. This local office is needed to



actively manage the Haines State Forest which supports the multiple uses that serve the
needs of our community.

Sincerely,

Brenda Jones Josephson, MBA, EA

P.O. Box 51, Haines, AK 99827

Telephone: (907) 766-2170


tel:%28907%29%20766-2170

