Good morning. My name is Steven Mapes. I reside in Kenai. I am speaking in
opposition of HB328 and on behalf of the hundreds of adults on the Kenai
Peninsula who have made the choice to vape instead of smoke.

An independent research document “Peering through the Mist” by Dr. Burstyn
found the TLV’s were magnitudes below OSHA limits.

The abstract on page 1 of “Peering through the Mist” states the results and
conclusions of Dr. Burstyn’s research.

And an independent study, commissioned by Public Health England, found that e-
cigarette use is around 95% less harmful to health than smoking and they contain
almost none of the chemicals in cigarettes associated with serious diseases like
lung cancer and emphysema.

On pages 2 and 3 of the Public Health England study are graphs showing the
positive results of e-cig use among adults.

Adults choosing to vape instead of smoke look to unbiased/independent studies
like this to help them make informed decisions.

Vaping has saved Alaskans who used to smoke, thousands of dollars and, because
they are not painting their lungs with tar and filling their bloodstream with carbon
monoxide, has had a tremendous positive impact on their lives.

It seems that this bill is about closing down this industry in Alaska or effectively
regulating this healthier alternative out of existence. Unless it's about money and
not health and well-being of the citizens of Alaska.

There was a time in the not too distant past when people were sure that
automobiles were evil and airplanes were foolish... Alaska has the opportunity to
show leadership in this proven,,, less harmful way of nicotine delivery..

"You may hear our opposition say otherwise but the truth, as provided by
independent studies and real world evidence, is that vaping works..

Thank you for your time and thoughtfulness on this issue.
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KENAI LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
Email: Kenai_LlO@akleg.gov
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