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Good morning....
My name is Marquitta Andrus, | was born and raised in Sterling, Alaska. My maternal and paternal grandparents

homesteaded on the Kenai and Moose River in Sterling.

My dad was a heavy smoker of 4-5 packs a day. At two weeks old | almost died. My mom awoke to gurgling sounds in
my crib. To her horror she found me blue. She screamed for my dad who hung me upside down, beating my back to
dislodge enough flegm for me to begin breathing again. | had pneumonia.

Back then the risks of second hand smoke were not known. My dad continued to smoke heavy all the years | lived there.
(Not outside the house bhut inside)

In fourth grade | could not pass the Presidential Fitness Award, because of the running portion,due to shortness of
breath.

For 7 years | worked in a mini mall, next to a pull tab parlor, that allowed smoking. The building had shared air
throughout. At times you could see smoke seeping from the outlets. Many complaints were made to the landlord with
him dismissing our concerns and he would express didn't want to lose "good renters" by asking them to go smoke free.
He put glad plug ins throughout and set baking soda boxes along the walls, thinking that would fix our problem.

At a health fair, my friends asked me to go with them to the booth with the lung function test. | failed miserably, the
technician highly recommending | seek medical attention right away. | was diagnosed with COPD. A lung disease that has

no cure. My doctor told me | could no longer be exposed to second hand smoke as it would progress my disease.
Thankfully, my board of directors understood the urgency of this and we moved to a space with Clean air.
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Good afternoon,

| am Jenny Olendorff and | live and work in Soldotna.

| thank Rep. Talerico for introducing HB 328 and | ask that you pass this bill from this committee.
Singing this bill into law will protect all Alaska workers from exposure to secondhand smoke and
secondhand emissions from e-cigarettes.

For years, | worked in an office in a mall where cigarette smoke from the adjoining business seeped
in through the walls, the vents and even the outlets. We begged the business next door to have
their employees and customers smoke outside, away from the air intake and doorways but they
would not do it. After realizing that the landlord wasn’t going to take action, we finally gave up

after 7 years and found smoke-free office space across town.

Employers and building owners DO NOT have the right to expose their employees or customers to
toxic chemicals of any kind. Secondhand smoke is no different than any other workplace hazard
against which we have laws to protect us. We protect restaurant patrons from food borne illnesses
by passing cleanliness laws. When we learned about the danger of exposure to asbestos, we

mandated that buildings be renovated to protect those who worked within whose walls.

PLEASE, in the name of public health, protect Alaskan workers from secondhand smoke and aerosol

in the workplace by passing HB 328.

Thank you for all of your hard work.
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