122 1°" Ave. Suite 600
Fairbanks, AK 99701

907-452-8251

January 27, 2015

To Whom It May Concern,
Re: Support of HB 275 “Indigenous Peoples Day”

Tanana Chiefs Conference is a non-profit tribal health and social service consortium representing
the tribal communities of interior Alaska. Tanana Chiefs was established over 100 years ago when the
Native leaders of the time unified to address the needs of the tribes. In 1915, the federal representatives
and newspapers were surprised of our chiefs’ intelligence and diplomacy as they advocated for the
priorities of our people. One-hundred years later, as our cultures have proved resilient and our leaders
and tribal members continue to contribute to the State of Alaska, it is important the State pursue a formal
day to recognize the achievements of the Indigenous.

We believe this day should be the second-Monday of October in order to provide a learning
opportunity for Alaskans and especially the youth to discuss the impacts of historical trauma and successes
of Native people. Too often Alaskans fail to be educated on history or governance which prohibits
advancement within our state.

Again, we appreciate the consideration of this bill. We believe the bill will create invaluable
awareness and educational opportunities.

TANANA C CONFERENCE
—

Victor Joseph
President and CEO

“Aloska Citizen (Fairbanks), July 12, 1915.
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