January 28, 2016
To the Members of the Alaska Legislature:

We are young fishermen from across Alaska. As fishermen, we are rooted in, dedicated
to and reliant on the health of our coastal communities and marine ecosystems. And
they rely on us — to be good providers and marine stewards.

Our generation faces many challenges to building successful fishing businesses. Some of
these we accept as the fishing way of life, but other challenges are new and daunting:
higher-than-ever costs to enter our fisheries, increasingly restrictive financing options,
stock declines — and the continued outmigration of permits and quota from Alaska
communities. These issues have compounding consequences: the loss of our economic
self-sufficiency, professional development, food security, and heritage.

As leaders and policy makers you have the opportunity to consider concrete options for
improving and protecting community access to local fisheries. It is imperative that
Alaska develop long-term tools for anchoring fishing access in communities and in
Alaska, an essential piece of the state’s economic stability and community well being.
Permit banks are one option, and a strong and practical mechanism to revitalize fishing
communities. As the future leaders of Alaskan fisheries, we urge you to consider this
and other viable tools for ensuring a strong fishing future for Alaska’s coastal
communities.

Despite the challenges we face, we continue to build our businesses. Fishing is integral
to our livelihood and to Alaska’s well being. Please help us to ensure that the next
generation of Alaskans has access to Alaska’s fisheries.

Sincerely,
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